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What does Tulu’s new official
language status mean?

How will the new status change the use of Tulu in administration? Is the Cabinet’s decision enough?

Raviprasad !aml!a

The story so far:

arnataka government, in its
Cabinet meeting held in
Mangaluru on September 18,
decided to accord the

additional official (administrative)
language status to Tulu, which is
commonly spoken in Dakshina Kannada
district, southern parts of Udupi district
in Karnataka, and northern parts of
Kasaragod district in Keralam. While
‘making the announcement, Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar said the status
will apply to administrative matters in the
two districts. The government will release
82 lakh annually for translation, training
and language usage purposes.

How will the decision help people?
B. Shivarama Shetty, former Project
Director, Centre of Excellence for Studies

in Classical Kannada, Central Institute of
Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysuru, said
that elected representatives can speak in
Tulu at gram sabhas of gram panchayats,
taluk panchayats, and zilla panchayats
meetings. It also applies to urban local
body meetings such as city corporation
council, city municipal council and town
municipal council meetings. The
government circulars and orders issued in
the two districts should also contain Tulu.
People can submit applications to
government departments in Tulu. This
will make officials who do not know Tulu
depend on translations, translators, or
learn the basics of Tulu.

When did the government move to
grant official status to Tulu begin?
When the BJP government was in power,
the then Minister for Kannada and
Culture, V. Sunil Kumar, on January 30,
2023, formed a committee headed by M.

Mohan Alva, Chairman, Alva's Education
Foundation, Moodbidir, Dakshina
Kannada, to study and submit a report on
declaring Tulu as the second official
language of Karnataka.

The committee was asked to submit its
report to the government in a week.
According to Mr. Kumar, the BJP
‘government could not grant official
language status to Tulu because the
model code of conduct for the 2023
Assembly elections in Karnataka was
declared on March 29, 2023, and the BJP
lost power in the elections.

Later, the Congress government took
over in Karnataka. It appointed a
committee led by K. M. Gayatri, Director
of Kannada and Culture, to study the
procedures adopted by the Andhra
Pradesh government to grant additional
language status to Urdu.

This committee visited Andhra Pradesh
on January 19 and 20, 2026 and studied

how Urdu is being used in administration.
The committee submitted its report to the
Karnataka government on March 4,
against the backdrop of the move to
declare Tulu as the additional official
language.

Is the Cabinet’s decision enough?
Article 345 of the Constitution allows each
State legislature to choose one or more
regional languages or Hindi as the official
language for its official work. It says:
“Subject to the provisions of articles 346
and 347, the Legislature of a State may by
law adopt any one or more of the
languages in use in the State or Hindi as
the language or languages to be used for
all or any of the official purposes of that
State”

Section 2 of the Karnataka Official
Language Act, 1963 states that Kannada is
the official language.

Some law graduates say that if
Karnataka is to implement the Cabinet’s
decision, it will have to amend the
Karnataka Official Language Act to
incorporate Tulu as an additional
administrative language in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi districts. Once the
amendment is approved by the
appropriate authority, the Governor, the
government will issue a notification,
following which the Cabinet’s decision
will come into force. The governments of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana followed

21S9. What does Tulu’s new official language status mean?
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the same procedure — amending their
respective language laws — to declare
Urdu as the second official language of
their States.

How is this language introduced in
academics?

Tulu is taught as the third optional
language in schools, from Class 6 to Class
10, in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi
districts. It was first introduced for Class 6
in the 2010-11 academic year. It is not
being taught as a subject in pre-university
and degree classes. Mangalore University
introduced a two-year Tulu
postgraduation programme in its
erstwhile University Evening College (now
closed down) in 2018-19. The programme
was wound up from the academic year
2024-25, citing a lack of students in
double digits who applied to join the
programme.

Is it an independent language?
The Registrar General and Census
Commissioner has recognised Tulu as an
independent language of India ever since
the department was established, and the
Census Report gives statistics about Tulu
speakers as a separate linguistic
community.

It is treated as an important
non-scheduled language of India. But it is
not included in the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution.

¢ Karnataka government, in its Cabinet meeting held in Mangaluru on September 18, decided
to accord the additional official (administrative) language status to Tulu, which is
commonly spoken in Dakshina Kannada district, southern parts of Udupi district in Karnataka,
and northern parts of Kasaragod district in Keralam.

heticeh TN =1 18 FATSR Y FIeTe 7 g5 37l A#HSS 965 H Tof I rfaRere sl
(SrrTaTA) $TST 7 EsiT ot 2T 0T forT, St sheileeh & G faior dheets forer, 34T forel & afarol
et 3R e & FRRANE el & 38 Feat 7 3 Jit ) atelr S 8

e While making the announcement, Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar said the status will apply to
administrative matters in the two districts.

58 EIY0T & ER1e HeaHA 3.5, RiahaAR o el i 78 asi alal forell 7 gemafas Awret ©
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o The government will release 82 lakh annually for translation, training and language usage

purposes.

TR 3regare;, FTRAaTor 3R 1T & 3TN F H & it o FoIw Gferay 282 g SRy |

o How will the decision help people?

g fAuT oent & fore v g 39efy glem?

e B. Shivarama Shetty, former Project Director, Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical
Kannada, Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysuru, said that elected
representatives can speak in Tulu at gram sabhas of gram panchayats, taluk panchayats, and
zilla panchayats meetings.

T R #TNT HEATT (CIIL), #FE & Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical
Kannada & qd GRS feveeren &Y. Riaw# Aed ¥ sl foh et gfafaier amr e,
aTe et A e daTat i amer wenst va dowi 7 Jo o I St T B

e |t also applies to urban local body meetings such as city corporation council, city municipal
council and town municipal council meetings.

Ig gl T At Y Soi, S SR 91 aRe, AR AeRarfeieT IRve 3R F9R garad
aRwe & Jaent 9T #1 ey gl |
e The government circulars and orders issued in the two districts should also contain Tulu.
2t Foreit 2 STy fe STt amer TRy aRwa 31 amereif 3 oft ey enfver gl =R
e People can submit applications to government departments in Tulu.

e TR st 37 oy TT 3 A T Y Fehl B
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This will make officials who do not know Tulu depend on translations, translators, or learn the
basics of Tulu.

S o] o SileTel dTel JTARIRAT I HeTaTe, HeTatehi TR AR IgeiT @191 AT o] T #Yef STt
Hrae giaf|

When did the government move to grant official status to Tulu begin?

AT GERT o] T TR HTST T &1 S T ATSHAT el YE £57

When the BJP government was in power, the then Minister for Kannada and Culture, V. Sunil
Kumar, on January 30, 2023, formed a committee headed by M. Mohan Alva, Chairman,
Alva’s Education Foundation, Moodbidri, Dakshina Kannada, to study and submit a report on
declaring Tulu as the second official language of Karnataka.

SIS HTSTAT TRBR AT A Y, TS AchTolleT sherals Td TEpT A Y. Follel HAR & 30 STevaly 2023
I SI&I0T sheals o HSTAGI R8I Alva’s Education Foundation & 37€a&T TH. Hlgel 37T &l
IEETAT # Uk AR a1fSe 1, Ford el ot avetieen T qudY anfiraia st enfia adet o
ITETY FhTeh RUIE Tecel et T g1iied e aram|

The committee was asked to submit its report to the government in a week.
HATT & Teh TecTg & R TRAR T 390 RANE TEIT e T el 147 AT

According to Mr. Kumar, the BJP government could not grant official language status to Tulu
because the model code of conduct for the 2023 Assembly elections in Karnataka was
declared on March 29, 2023, and the BJP lost power in the elections.

A FAR & AR, HISTIT TSR o] T AR $TST FT GAT A81 & Hehl, Fioh hofleen &
2023 & fAYTTEsT YeATdT & foIw Jirgel Arar |far 29 AT 2023 &I &9 &1 318 oY 3R Farar &

$TSTIT FAT R TS|

Later, the Congress government took over in Karnataka.

TG, 7 Fellcen H DI THR T H 35|

It appointed a committee led by K. M. Gayatri, Director of Kannada and Culture, to study the

procedures adopted by the Andhra Pradesh government to grant additional language status
to Urdu.

3 Teels Ud HEpicl (AT b ficereh . TH. MY & aicjed H Teh ATl [oigeret 1, T 317er
TeRT TR GaRT 3¢ Y TR SN FT ST &ot o [T HYATS 915 TTHATHT T 37ETTH el 1
&g feam arm|

This committee visited Andhra Pradesh on January 19 and 20, 2026 and studied how Urdu is
being used in administration.

5 AfATT & 19 3R 20 STeTaly 2026 Y 31TEr F&2r 1 ART fehar 3R ez o o wrie= 7 3¢
FT 397N 5T TR fHar 51 @I g

The committee submitted its report to the Karnataka government on March 4, against the
backdrop of the move to declare Tulu as the additional official language.

AT 7 4 AR T Fhetiesh THR T 30AT RAE Tl T, Toraehr geasifar 7 g i srfafiea
sfRraie SITT TS et shr Sfshar el T &Y

Is the Cabinet’s decision enough?

T ARAST &1 AT gaieq 82

Article 345 of the Constitution allows each State legislature to choose one or more regional
languages or Hindi as the official language for its official work.

HIAUT T HTTDG 345 Fedeh T T [TETRAHT T 39T TR 1t o AT veh a1 3T
&g w3t a7 TR at Tl a1meT & & # Yeie o oAt AT

It says: “Subject to the provisions of articles 346 and 347, the Legislature of a State may by
law adopt any one or more of the languages in use in the State or Hindi as the language or
languages to be used for all or any of the official purposes of that State.”
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ST gl IAT & “IeTede 346 3R 347 o raeriaii o 37efhe, fondlr T o faenfenr fafer ganrr
T H IYeF I3 & A Fohell veh 2 31k a3t A e 1 39 T & wehy ar fonelr
3nfRreen JATSTet & forT Ggeret shY et aTell $1T9T AT ST & 9 3 39T Hehell §1”

Section 2 of the Karnataka Official Language Act, 1963 states that Kannada is the official
language.

FeATed TFARIRE AT IrfAfATA, 1963 1 URT 2 F g7 71T § & FeeTs MARIRE ST T |

Some law graduates say that if Karnataka is to implement the Cabinet’s decision, it will have
to amend the Karnataka Official Language Act to incorporate Tulu as an additional
administrative language in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts.

Fo faftr Erdent 1 @gel § o afe etices @ @fws & 0T T o6 #=18, O 39 Fared
nfereien st srftrferaer & deierer e gfaTor heats 3R 33 et A o @1 AfafeFa
wRrEfAS HINT & &9 H fHT HLar grem|

Once the amendment is approved by the appropriate authority, the Governor, the government
will issue a notification, following which the Cabinet’s decision will come into force.

Teh IR 3T TR, 37T AT, SaRT FRITEreT ol Ho{l T STt & e THR Teh
=T SRy M, e d1e ATIAS e 1 0T warre gY Sirwam|

The governments of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana followed the same procedure —
amending their respective language laws — to declare Urdu as the second official language
of their States.

3TET 2T 3R AT hT AR & 3G I U391 T hT gadY Infraia smar el avee
o ToIT ST TshaT T UTelel TR UT—37TeT 319 HeITeIel $ITST Shiefail  HRMereT foham |

How is this language introduced in academics?

e & &7 & 37 HTT F R YRR anfAe RFAT AT @2

Tulu is taught as the third optional language in schools, from Class 6 to Class 10, in Dakshina
Kannada and Udupi districts.

STEI0T shere1s 3R 35T TTell & Tephell ¥ h&TT 6 & heTT 10 deh o] T AN Shfeus T & &7 A
TG ST &1

It was first introduced for Class 6 in the 2010-11 academic year.

S8 Ugell IR 2010-11 & &0 ¥ # F&TT 6 % ToIT Y& Foham a1 7|

It is not being taught as a subject in pre-university and degree classes.

58 w-gfeafid 3ix fBaft et A v vy & w9 7 781 gerar S @I R

Mangalore University introduced a two-year Tulu postgraduation programme in its erstwhile
University Evening College (how closed down) in 2018-19.

FHaTelX faeafaearer o 2018-19 # 379« deahlellsl University Evening College (St 319 8 gl
T &) A o] T &F T FATAPII HIIHH Y fohar 2|

The programme was wound up from the academic year 2024-25, citing a lack of students in
double digits who applied to join the programme.

2024-25 o &T(01h T § $H P T Tg Pl §U 56 Y [T I 3 FAH Fa2T o8t & farw
mmmmammﬁwmﬁ@amw

Is it an independent language?
T 9§ TS Taad AT 7

The Registrar General and Census Commissioner has recognised Tulu as an independent
language of India ever since the department was established, and the Census Report gives
statistics about Tulu speakers as a separate linguistic community.

HETIS I T STAITOTeT HTGFd o1 [IHTT AT FATIAT & FAT W 1 ol i 7R T Teh T AT
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& & H AT ST & 3R STAMOTAT RAIE H o] siefat dTeit & 3ilehs Teh 37eleT HINTA WHETT & &7
# feusma €

e ltis treated as an important non-scheduled language of India.
S8 HRT T Teh HgedquT IR-3MeTH AT HIST AT ST &

e Butitis notincluded in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
Akt S8 AiATeT T radt e & A g1 fohar I gl

Articles 345-347: Official Languages of States and Inter-
Governmental Communication

Avrticles 345, 346 and 347 form part of Part XVII, Chapter Il — Regional Languages of
the Constitution of India. Together, they explain how languages may be used for the official
work of States, for communication between governments, and for protecting the linguistic
interests of a substantial section of a State's population.

Article 345 — Official Language of a State

Acrticle 345 empowers the State Legislature to adopt by law:

Any one or more languages in use in that State, or

Hindi

as the language or languages for all or any official purposes of the State.

Therefore, the Constitution does not require every State to use Hindi as its official
language.

For example, a State may use its regional language for administration while continuing to use
English for certain official purposes.

Article 345 originally contained a transitional safeguard: until the State Legislature provided
otherwise by law, English would continue for those State official purposes for which it
was being used immediately before the Constitution commenced.

A crucial distinction is that an official language is a language used for governmental and
administrative purposes. It is not necessarily the same as a State's most widely spoken
language.

Article 346 — Communication between States and with the Union

Article 346 deals with the language used for official communication:

State <~ Union

and
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State < State

The constitutional rule is that the language authorised for the time being for the Union's
official purposes is used for such communication.

However, there is an important exception.

If two or more States agree to use Hindi for official communication between themselves,
they may do so.

For example, if State A and State B agree to communicate officially in Hindi, Article 346
permits this arrangement.

Thus, Article 345 primarily concerns internal State administration, whereas Article 346
concerns inter-governmental communication.

Article 347 — Protection of a Linguistic Section of Population
Article 347 addresses a different problem.

Suppose a substantial section of a State's population speaks a particular language, but that
language does not have official recognition.

If a demand is made and the President is satisfied that a substantial proportion of the
State's population wants its language recognised, the President may direct the State to
officially recognise that language.

Recognition may apply:

Throughout the State, or

Only in a particular part of the State, and

For the purposes specified by the President.

Importantly, Article 347 uses the expression “substantial proportion” but does not
prescribe a fixed numerical percentage.

UPSC Conceptual Summary
Article 345 = State Legislature + language for State's official purposes.

Article 346 = Language of State—State and State—Union communication.

Article 347 = President + recognition of language demanded by a substantial section of a

State’s population.

Therefore, these provisions attempt to balance administrative convenience, India’s
linguistic diversity, federal communication and protection of linguistic groups.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



the case of suicide of a

minor girl in early 2003,

linked 0 Vecramani.

Shanthi's message to

Veeramani stated that
had ended

cause of him

[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

A stone cold

PERPETRATOR

An influential

now finds himself at the centre of a widening investigation under the POCSO Act into the allegations

of paedophilia. While he was under investigation from last vear. a fresh probe, ordered by the court, led the police to recover

additional digital evidence and identify multiple victims. R.

examines what has been labelled the ‘Epstein case of

Dismissing allegations that the investiga-
tion had been subverted last year, a senior of-
ficer who had earlier served in the Commis-
sionerate said, “We registered the case
immediately after receiving the video. There
‘was 1o laxity in the investigation. Since the vi-
suals were unclear, we could not identify the
victim. Without identifying the victim, we
could not proceed further, but we did not
close the case. Had we identified the victim,
we would have taken the investigation
forward”

tis leamt that a report on the status of the
case was filed in February to comply with the
prescribed legal time frame. The report did
not seek closure of the case. The officer said
the case was kept open, with the provision

Tamil Nadu, only to discover that while the scale of ope

ions was nowhere ne:

network of sexual abusers and their enablers did operate for years

or decades,

known as ‘Gem Granite' Veerama-

ni, was celebrated as one of the ar-

chitects of India’s granite indust

He helped build the sector's institutional fra-
mework, headed industry bodies, and w

honoured by the Union govemment for bis

contribution to granite mining and m

50 known o his phianibropic

R. Veeramani, 84,

activities.
Veeramani, a lawyer, entered the natural
stone industry by chance and went on to be-
come one of its pioneers. He built a multi-
crore business and carefully cul
cial circle that included politic
ties, and other public figures. There seemed
0 have been another side to him though. To-
day, the Greater Chennai Police are investi-
gating charges that he has sexually assaulted
minor girls. The case took a dramatic turn af-
ter a Special Court for POCSO Act cases last
month rejected an earlier police report seek-
ing o close the investigation and ordered
further inquiries.

Origin of the case
e caseorginated wkth a complain led by
a child rights activist of an N

2 Nagar, Chenna, wih the nspector o the
maal ‘rafic Prevention Unie 0TPU) on
October 6,

The cmnphuu was forwarded by the then
Additional Cor f the C
Crime Branch (LLB) for further action. The
following day, the CCB registered a case un-
der Sections 7 and 8 of the Protection of C
dren from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and
it was forwarded to the A&\ismnl Commis-
sioner of the ITPU on Octo

Accortingtothe complant, while theact
vist was at her office, an unidentified person
handed over a cover containing a message
and a pen drive. A man (lter ides
Veeramani) was seen hugging a minor girl,
touching her inappropriately, and sexually

ed the case found that a
search of the house
mentioned in the com-
plaint or shown in the vi-
deo reportedly did not
yield any evidence of
wrongdoing on the part
of persons named in the complaint.

On February 20, 2026, the Assistant Cor
missioner, ITPU, filed a report before the
court recommending that further action be
dropped. According to the report, the video
appeared to show an incident that had taken
place in 2019,

police examined a digital video rec

der (DVR) from the suspected location with

the assistance of an authorised cyber-foren-

sic expert. However, the investigators said

could not recover the original recording

or any other relevant footage from the
device.

‘The earlier report

ee

We registered the case immediately after
receiving the video. There was no laxity in
the probe. Since the visuals were unclear,
we could not identif

identifying the victim. we could not
proceed further

ASENIOR POLICE OFFICER

s were sent for forensic examination.

In a statement issued on August 29, the
Greater Chennai Police said the person seen
in the video stored on the pen drive had been
identified as Veeramani. They added that Vee-
ramani had rented a house at Teynampet and
entrusted its management to Shanthi and her
husband

that of the American offender, a subterranean

girls mobile phones or sports shoes. The of-
ficer also alleged that Veeramani invited chil-
dren to parties at hotels, transported them in
luxury cars, and then sexually assaulted
them. This went on for years.

Back entrance and secret room
Polioe sources urther said the victims had
identified the back entrance, the bedroom
i bungakow, and the socret room i %,
fice. An officer also said Shanthi had claimed
she was raped by Veeramani when she was 13
and she had a son from him. Police sources
said she was seeking a share of Veeramani’s
property. They also said Shanthi was trained
as an architect and was now runninga
school. She and her husband had served as di-
Tectors of a company owned by, Veeraman
and were on his payroll

When contacted, there was o response

from ‘ide o, the allegations

leged that several minor girls had been
brought to the house and sexually assaulted.

against him. Police sources said the investiga-
tion had only begun and they suspect more

p
one such incident had been seized.

During the searches of the homes and of-
fices of suspected individual,the polie re-

overed evidence, including photographs

of minot gris connected with the
incidents. Shanthi, 55,
hendran Simhan, m)
and Veeramani were ar-
rested and remanded in
judicial uumd, m pol-
ice alleged that Shanthi an
er hugband had seisted in
the offences. The investigation
continued. A senor palie ofc
er said Shanthi’ role
could be broadly cnmpared with
that of Ghislaine Maxwell (in Jef-
frey Epstein's case), who was
convicted for facilitating the sex-
ual abuse of minors.

Victim identified
Last week, the police investigat-
ing the POCSO Act case identified
the minor girl allegedly assaulted
by Veeramani. She was 12 years
old at the time of the alleged
incident. The survivor's
satement was recorded be-
fore a Judicial Magistrate.
She dentiied herael
and Veeramani in the
video.

The police subse-
quently traced and
identified

I

the assaults by the prime ac-
cused after being assured that
their identities would be kept se-

eret.

Greater Chennai Police Com-
missioner A. Amalraj said, “We
strictly follow the guidelines while

including the police’s inability to identify the
girlin the video, the absence of usable CCTV
footage, and the lack of statements from
Shanthi's neighbours. It also stated that the
cyber-forensic expert could not retrieve the
original recording from the DVR because ap-
proximately six years had passed since theal-

jeeramani and §

ing the

“Tracing the vic-
tims took time, and the inves
is being conducted in accordance with
the procedures prescribed by law. After
conducting a thorough investigation, we
will file a charge sheet in time and get
conviction.”

During the investigation, the police also
unearthed the case of suicide of a minor girl
in early 2003, linked to Veeramani i

5

v o message to Veeramani stated that a c

he was the person seen in the video and said | VICIMS 00k | e eqher life because of him.

he did not know the person who appearedin | time.and

the footage with a girl who seemed to be a | theinvesti- | Minors targeted

minor. Shanthi, on the other hand, said she | gation is A senior police officer said Veeramani had
ew Veeramani but did not know the girl. | being targeted girls aged 12-16 over several years.

St sl saed tha thelocaton shown i u,,,dum‘, The officer said he lured children by offering

footage was not part of her
‘The report stated that memnnd identi
of the person resembling a minor in the vi-

d.mu' \\llh

small amounts of money, sports shoes, cho-
colates, and mobile phones.
Sources said Veeramani encouraged chil-

deo could not be established and there were | the proce e o eater the prebes of bs iumgalow
10 grounds to proceed further at that stage. | dures as he remained in the portico, pretending to
‘The case was therefore classified as ‘Further | prescribed | play ball. The children used to pick up balls
Action Dropped" and the report was submit- | by law. After | tossed around. He used to give them choco-
ted to the court. The police added that furth- | conqycting | 1atesand eatables when they entered his pre-
er action would be taken if new evidence or | 'ihoroy g | mises but targetted only the grs for explol-
witnesses emerged. 2 tation. He would pick the targets, ask their
However, the Special Court rej invest- names, and give them his phone number,
report and ordered further investi gation, e | aying that they could approach him for any
lowing which the inquiry was reopened inJu- | Willfilea SStistance, induding fancial help. If they
Iy 2026. During the fresh inquiry, the police | charge sheet send a

searched Shanthi’s residence at Teynampet | in time and ow.
and recovered what they described as the | o would take them to his bedroom and the v

original footage of the conviction | 1ims were then sexually assaulted. He had gi-
from an electronic device, a letter said to be ven them amounts ranging from 22,000 to
written by Shanthi, and mobile records. In- | A-AMA 000. Ifa victim complained that t was too

vestigators also found indications of an at-
tempt to destroy evidence. The seized devic-

ChenmaiPolice

yment was increased, in some in-
stances to 250,000, Sometimes, he gave the

ILLUSTRATION: SAAI

that the investigation could be revived if any

(ssistance for  overcoming  suicidal
thoughts is available on the State's health
helpline 104, Tele-MANAS 14416, and
Sneha's suicide prevention
pline 044-24640050)

21S9. A stone cold PERPETRATOR
T Jeux-feer araxreft

e For decades, R. Veeramani, 84, known as ‘Gem Granite’ Veeramani, was celebrated as one
of the architects of India’s granite industry.

2T b 84 I 3. AT, T ‘Gem Granite’ TRATOT & AT I ST AT AT, FRT &
Jarge 35AT & yHE fAAtanst A & v & &9 F gEAfAd @
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e He helped build the sector’s institutional framework, headed industry bodies, and was
honoured by the Union government for his contribution to granite mining and marketing.

3ogiet 3 &1 & HEAWT 319 & (AT 7 A Y, 36T HITaA! T Adcd forar 3R AeATse Tefel
T FaqouTe 7 319+ AeTET & folv Fg SR g@RT GFATTa 6T v
e He was also known for his philanthropic activities.

I A9 R afafafdat & fore off = S A

¢ Veeramani, a lawyer, entered the natural stone industry by chance and went on to become
one of its pioneers.

ARATTY, ST Teh TN q, HLITGLT FTehfcieh Yo SehIeT H 3T 3R 3T oo 38h Y@ 3rargat
H T & |

e He built a multi-crore business and carefully cultivated a social circle that included politicians,
celebrities, and other public figures.

3egiel FST TIA T SFGET W1 foran 3R wraemhades tar arrfote grRT s, foras
Torerar, Afafed 3 3w ad=fas gReaar anfae o

e There seemed to have been another side to him though.
gTellfeh, 3oTah cATFeled T Ueh GERT T&T 8 Telid &Yl &

o Today, the Greater Chennai Police are investigating charges that he has sexually assaulted
minor girls.

377ST e Aee1§ YW 3oT RIUT T SArer Y QT & Toh Segier arrarierar ersfahal 1 Ahet sedigar fovam
gl

e The case took a dramatic turn after a Special Court for POCSO Act cases last month rejected
an earlier police report seeking to close the investigation and ordered further inquiries.

A A NS 78 38 THY AehT As fo-T, 79 POCSO Act AT &Y fei srererd & S
¢ el A AT et arelt o 1 gd RAIE st @it T e ik 3mar &y Siver 1 3meer ferm

Origin of the case

HATH &Y 3T

e The case originated with a complaint filed by a child rights activist of an NGO based at Anna
Nagar, Chennai, with the Inspector of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Unit (ITPU) on October
6, 2025.

g HIFCT 6 3FcaT 2025 Y YeeTs oh 3Heell IR [EUT Teh NGO o qTel HAFR Frdaha garr
Immoral Traffic Prevention Unit (ITPU) & fai{iaTeh & H&eT gl 1S 15 fAIhrId & & g3

e The complaint was forwarded by the then Additional Commissioner of the Central Crime
Branch (CCB) for further action.

fRIRII I deehlellel Additional Commissioner of the Central Crime Branch (CCB) & 313t
T FaTS & forw Fs7 e

e The following day, the CCB registered a case under Sections 7 and 8 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and it was forwarded to the Assistant
Commissioner of the ITPU on October 9.

379Ter f&eT, CCB & Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act Y €rRu3it 7
3R 8 & B AHST or foraT 3R 3H 9 3rFa &I ITPU & Assistant Commissioner &1 &3
e I |

e According to the complaint, while the activist was at her office, an unidentified person handed
over a cover containing a message and a pen drive.

TRITIe & 3TTAR, ST Sdehdl 3T HTATerT 7 &Y, T Teh 37301l STl o 3o Teh HA2r 3R 9T
3189 qTelT forhrehr AT|

¢ A man (later identified as Veeramani) was seen hugging a minor girl, touching her
inappropriately, and sexually abusing her on a bed at a house belonging to Shanthi,
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described as his associate.

ek AT (ST ST 3 grelTet dRATOY & TF 3 §3) 1 M & FTfHeq dTel Toh TR A, 5
3oTeh! AN ST 31T §, Ueh ATAITOET oASehT Y aTel @9TTe, AT ol & ot 3 RFeR
3G IleT 3cdseT I QT I

The police officer who initially investigated the case found that a search of the house
mentioned in the complaint or shown in the video reportedly did not yield any evidence of
wrongdoing on the part of persons named in the complaint.

ATH Y IR Silel et aTel Iiord HTRhRY F ura o s & sfeaid ar difsar # feame
T B AT Femelt & FHAT IR R Reprad 7 1fad safFadt gan ad Fea e = #1518
&g =TT TR

On February 20, 2026, the Assistant Commissioner, ITPU, filed a report before the court
recommending that further action be dropped.

20 HIaY 2026 &Y ITPU & Assistant Commissioner o 37&Teld & TH&T Teh RUIE g1l &,
T 3T T FRATS §¢, Hle T BN HT IS

According to the report, the video appeared to show an incident that had taken place in 2019.
ROTE & 3o, i 7 T wear @ &t aeiia g8 St 2019 # g8 |

The police examined a digital video recorder (DVR) from the suspected location with the
assistance of an authorised cyber-forensic expert.

g o Ueh 3Tl Arsa- R A frehwe &1 @graar & dfeeer T & 9ied Digital Video
Recorder (DVR) &I S &

However, the investigators said they could not recover the original recording or any other
relevant footage from the device.

gTellieh, Sirerehcii3it =1 et foh d T3aTsd & Fer RFIMET AT FI$ e WHIAF FoT A AL
b |

The earlier report cited several difficulties, including the police’s inability to identify the girl in
the video, the absence of usable CCTV footage, and the lack of statements from Shanthi’s
neighbours.

ga Rete 7 &5 FwiSegal &7 soor o aram am, foreret difsar 7 fewrs &t arel asehr & ggareT
et F YOI T AT, 3UFIN CCTV FsT FT 3781 3R 2Tt & TSIadT & S21ait b
TAerT enfAer |

It also stated that the cyber-forensic expert could not retrieve the original recording from the
DVR because approximately six years had passed since the alleged incident.

S Ig 3 gl I o Wrsat-BI 8 faws DVR & e RaifSer uree w161 &1 geh Fifen
AT AT T T B T Nl b |

During the inquiry, Veeramani and Shanthi were questioned.

Siter & Tt diafor ik anife & qoars $r a1g)

Veeramani denied that he was the person seen in the video and said he did not know the
person who appeared in the footage with a girl who seemed to be a minor.

IRATT & 57 910 A AR fhar i N & @S ¢ aren aferq adr a1 iR we1 fh ag 3@
STTed &l 18! Stlefcl Sl AITSAT 3 ATATTdT Telte glet aTell a5 & ATy fga@ms ¢ @ o
Shanthi, on the other hand, said she knew Veeramani but did not know the girl.

@l 31N, QAT o e T ag TRNATOT bl SAeTeir oY, WAfeheT TShT Y 8T SATeTclr |

She also stated that the location shown in the footage was not part of her house.

3giel Ig $f et foh B A WIS 378 STITE Sefeh €Y o foealm +1et & |

The report stated that the age and identity of the person resembling a minor in the video could
not be established and there were no grounds to proceed further at that stage.

RaTE 2 gt I o AT 7 FAranierT Sieh fe@ms 2= arelr caferd $r 3y 3R gear FuTia ¢t
Y T FHY 3R 3T TWOTH 379 Te & ToIT FIS YR AT AT
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The case was therefore classified as ‘Further Action Dropped’ and the report was submitted
to the court.

SHTIT ATHAS &1 ‘Further Action Dropped’ & &9 # gafiehd feham aram 3R RUIE 31grerd #
T T TS|

The police added that further action would be taken if new evidence or withesses emerged.
qfore o &gl {9 TS IS AT WIR AT IATE AT AT & Y 37131 h Fiars Hr Srwafy|

However, the Special Court rejected the report and ordered further investigation, following
which the inquiry was reopened in July 2026.

groliten, Fra ararere o RIS &l @ifver a2 f&am 31K 3wt &t Siter &1 3meer feam, forass a1g oS
2026 # Sifer fhT & & T TS|

During the fresh inquiry, the police searched Shanthi’s residence at Teynampet and
recovered what they described as the original footage of the alleged sexual assault from an
electronic device, a letter said to be written by Shanthi, and mobile records.

g e o RTet, o of T Feure enifar & amarar &t aomelt o 3R Ueh Saeciforh suaor &
FAd Al sedisar A 7 T, 2NifT EanT o STy Y a1 ey 18 Ua Faredy 3R Aarse Rers
TG FhT|

Investigators also found indications of an attempt to destroy evidence.

SATaehdTAT Sl AR TS FT & TITH & Tehd 31T fFer|

The seized devices were sent for forensic examination.

STed fohT 31T IUHUT I BRIAF ST & forw S feam s

In a statement issued on August 29, the Greater Chennai Police said the person seen in the
video stored on the pen drive had been identified as Veeramani.

29 3TE T AT Ueh TAT H AT Aoe1$ Ifordr oF FgT o Ut 3159 7 Fargiay s & fewrs &=t
qTY STTF T TgdTeT IRATOT & T 7 FI 7S §

They added that Veeramani had rented a house at Teynampet and entrusted its management
to Shanthi and her husband Mahendran Simhan.

3ogiel I foh IRATTT o TaAFde # vah =R fARTe W form 9t 3R 38e v eaifa aar 3+
qf AdeeT RAFgeT & giar |

Investigators alleged that several minor girls had been brought to the house and sexually
assaulted.

STaehdT31t o 3TRIT 9T o s ATaTfeaeT asfhal wY 39 w & o aray 3k 3ae gl scfisa
o aram|

The police also said video evidence relating to one such incident had been seized.

gferd = Ig i hgT o Tl €1 Uk Treer & Hafere i3y wedr Sfed fohar aram g

During the searches of the homes and offices of suspected individuals, the police recovered
evidence, including photographs of minor girls connected with the incidents.

Hieaey safedat & eRxT 3R HrTerdt i delmell & GRieT giord = geast & e aranfaer asfrat
Y aEIRT Tfga areg g hw|

Shanthi, 55, Mahendran Simhan, 60, and Veeramani were arrested and remanded in judicial
custody.

55 affar enifa, 60 avfy AfgeT RFge 3 A w1 FTRFAR FX 7R R 7 f =
T

The police alleged that Shanthi and her husband had assisted in the offences.

e & 3R o o erifer 3R 3o7ak afar & aroRest 3F wwgreram <y o

The investigation continued.

Sita S W@

A senior police officer said Shanthi’s alleged role could be broadly compared with that of
Ghislaine Maxwell (in Jeffrey Epstein’s case), who was convicted for facilitating the sexual
abuse of minors.
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Teh RS YTord HTRRRT o el o 2rifel 1 i s{fFeht 1 Hre dR o) forweler AFwaer (sivhr
TEETET ATHS H) T ${{HRT T JolelT hT ST Hehell 8, Toleg AT & FleT ATOT Y FaraT Tl &
fere gt sgra aram o

Victim identified

q"l‘%mﬁmgé

Last week, the police investigating the POCSO Act case identified the minor girl allegedly
assaulted by Veeramani.

ool #edreg, POCSO srfafaasr & Amrer 1 il &Y W Iiord o dRATOT eaRT i &9 & e
3cdise T 1S AT AT I ggreT

She was 12 years old at the time of the alleged incident.

AT AT & THT 3T Y 12 99 Y|

The survivor’s statement was recorded before a Judicial Magistrate.
NS T T FFAR ATSFEE & TH8T gof fovam aram|

She identified herself and Veeramani in the video.

3T A3 7 39T 3R dRATOT T ugan S|

The police subsequently traced and identified three more victims, all of whom were aged 12-
15 at the time of the incidents.

38 a6 Yo o e AR AFSATHT AT AT ST SeTehl Tgaited Y, TSieTehl TreaT & Fot 3 12-
15 a¥ Y|

Sources said more victims came forward to record their statements on the assaults by the
prime accused after being assured that their identities would be kept secret.

AT o AT T FET R @R fhT 31T Flef Sedise o Heitr & q31e gof e o forw 3R ot
NSATT T 3118, TS 3og 3T ST 37T fof 3T ggaret MU= &Y S|

Greater Chennai Police Commissioner A. Amalraj said, “We strictly follow the guidelines while
handling such cases.

U UereTsS & IO TGeFel T. IHCRIST = hel, “TH AT hl Tl T g feram-fardeit 1
F3E T ITe0T A 6 |

Tracing the victims took time, and the investigation is being conducted in accordance with the
procedures prescribed by law.

TSI T IelT ST H FHY w11 3R i Fiefet gar fvefifer wfdwanmait & sregam v s @ g
After conducting a thorough investigation, we will file a charge sheet in time and get
conviction.”

T TE ST A & ST §H FHY T HRIY-TF ST het R e efer giafad Hir)”
During the investigation, the police also unearthed the case of suicide of a minor girl in early
2003, linked to Veeramani.

ST & ERTeT GTerd ol 2003 3T BT 7 Ueh AT STSeh! GaRT T TS ITcHGT oh Aol T &
T eeTr, foraenT deer dRATT & arr AT 8|
Shanthi’'s message to Veeramani stated that a child had ended her life because of him.

enifar & IRATOT it A 37T FE2M H gl 1T AT foF 3T HIRUT Teh STl o 379eAT 31T of o 2|

Minors targeted

ATEIfaNY Y T4 A=A

A senior police officer said Veeramani had targeted girls aged 12-16 over several years.

Teh aiss qiard TRRRT & gl o dRATOT o S ast aeh 12-16 a9 i wsfhal @1 e gamr
T
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The officer said he lured children by offering small amounts of money, sports shoes,
chocolates, and mobile phones.

3T o T o g sreal I MNL-agd Ty, e F 7, Aidde 3 AEET BT & FT
ATeIT &Y 3196 SiTeT 3 WhaTdT 2AT|

Sources said Veeramani encouraged children to enter the premises of his bungalow as he
remained in the portico, pretending to play ball.

AT o AT foh IRATOT el &bl 3791 SaTel o TREL F 3771 o T TS T AT HR Fah
S & I & Yot 1 fmar i 2|

The children used to pick up balls tossed around.

T SYR-3YR thehl 315 TGl T 3oMT I I |

He used to give them chocolates and eatables when they entered his premises but targeted
only the girls for exploitation.

S g 39% IRET H YU a1 A, dY 98 Iog dlhole AR @Y Hr Ae ar AT, oifeheT IleT eiwor
& TOIT Shadl JIsfehaT ol [T SATAT 24T

He would pick the targets, ask their names, and give them his phone number, saying that they
could approach him for any assistance, including financial help.

g 3791 7o) o fAT Fsfehat 1 TetdT, 3e7eh w11 Tt 3R 3¢ U= WleT wAaT Sl AT Fgell
o 3 el wergar afea R oft wgg & forw 398 Tudh H a8

If they contacted him, he would reportedly send a driver to bring them to the bungalow.

g I 308 TUh AT, dl HIAT AR TR Tg 3eg §9Tel oah ollel o TolT Teh ATl HoTdT AT|

He would take them to his bedroom and the victims were then sexually assaulted.

TE Jo6 3T ATASET F o ST AT 3R ggT NSAT3iT 1 Fiet et forar Srar am)

He had given them amounts ranging from 2,000 to %5,000.

381 3¢ 22,000 | 5,000 deh T GATA & 2|

If a victim complained that it was too low, the payment was increased, in some instances to
%50,000.

afe; i ST R I foh 7 ARY S A &, A $ITCAA sgT 2T ST 47 3R o Hraelt
# g TfA 150,000 ek T &1 AT AT

Sometimes, he gave the girls mobile phones or sports shoes.

h3f-cheft ag eIsTehal Sl AATF BT AT W & S ol AT

The officer also alleged that Veeramani invited children to parties at hotels, transported them
in luxury cars, and then sexually assaulted them.

yﬁmr&#ugﬁanﬁm%aﬁmﬁraﬁaﬁ@wﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁmwmﬁm
FRY F of ST AT 3R TR 31 JiA 3cdisaT FHear am|

This went on for years.

g Qaf@er ast g Terar i

Back entrance and secret room

e yaer g@r 3R Iea FA

Police sources further said the victims had identified the back entrance, the bedroom of his
bungalow, and the secret room in his office.

oI AT 1 3T T o RSATHT A 3 doTel o RAser 7w g@R, 38 AT=Tehel 3R 38H
FriTer 7 U Ao FA HT Tgar @ Y|

An officer also said Shanthi had claimed she was raped by Veeramani when she was 13 and
she had a son from him.

e JTRRT 7 Tg o Fver ok 2nifa & grar fonam o1 foF 519 ag 13 a¥ &1 oY, a9 SIATOT o 39 aryr
TATcPR Thar a7 3R 399 39T U Ser gl
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e Police sources said she was seeking a share of Veeramani’s property.
qfore AT & et o ag dRATOT S Jafer & ey v #Aver a3 W o

e They also said Shanthi was trained as an architect and was now running a dance school.
3giel Ig 1 et foh ANifel o IR & T 3 wiRrator uree famam o1 3N 319 a8 U e fag@e
Tl Ter AT

e She and her husband had served as directors of a company owned by Veeramani and were
on his payroll.

aE 3R 38 9fcl dRATOT & FaTidica aTell Teh shush 7 faeerd & &7 # w #X T I 3R 385
Rl WA

e When contacted, there was no response from Veeramani’s side to the allegations against
him.
s fHT S R IRATOT Y 30K T 3T [WATh 91T 31T IR R g gfafshar gt fHel|

e Police sources said the investigation had only begun and they suspect more revelations
would emerge.

e T = et b it sl 4w & g% @ 31X 3 3eiehT & b 3191 3R Yoy & Thel €
e Dismissing allegations that the investigation had been subverted last year, a senior officer

who had earlier served in the Commissionerate said, “We registered the case immediately
after receiving the video.

ﬁaﬁﬁaﬁﬁqﬂ@a%aﬁ%mﬁ@mm@ 3TGFTTerT A Tgel R FX Toh
T qsS ITRRY o e, “dSAT I 1 & Xl JTe; g3 AIHT gof 72T AT|

e There was no laxity in the investigation.
ST # IS ATIRATEY 81 sl TS|

e Since the visuals were unclear, we could not identify the victim.
Hfoh g2 TS o161 A, 3AfAT ga NSAT hr ggare el T Tqeh|

o Without identifying the victim, we could not proceed further, but we did not close the case.
NTSAT FT ggaT fohU TS &7 31191 T8 96 hd U, ifched §HeT HTHT &€ A6l 1T

¢ Had we identified the victim, we would have taken the investigation forward.”
Tfe g Nf3ar & Tgare X od, ar §H SAid T 31Te! Jerd |”

e ltis learnt that a report on the status of the case was filed in February to comply with the
prescribed legal time frame.

Tl <ell § o TR et FoAa-HIAT &7 ITefet et & foT Biad & Aol 1 f&yfd o v
RATE arf@er &t a1g o1

e The report did not seek closure of the case.
RAIE 7 AT T ¢ Y T Al 78T i 18 2|

e The officer said the case was kept open, with the provision that the investigation could be
revived if any fresh evidence emerged.

3TfRrRY & e o AT Gelr 1@ 31T AT AR Tg FraTeT AT ok afe 1S o7am | araAe e g,
ot Siter Y TR & & foram 51T HehelT B

Veeramani POCSO Case

e Thereported case involving R. Veeramani, a prominent figure associated with India’s
granite industry.

e ltraises wider issues of child protection, grooming, implementation of the POCSO
Act, digital evidence, victim identification and institutional accountability.
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1. What is the case?

e According to the report, a child-rights activist received a pen drive containing video
footage allegedly showing Veeramani sexually abusing a minor girl. A case was
registered in October 2025 under Sections 7 and 8 of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

e Initially, investigators were unable to identify the child or recover the original
recording. Consequently, a report recommending that further action be dropped was
submitted in February 2026. However, the Special POCSO Court rejected the
report and directed further investigation.

e The renewed investigation reportedly recovered additional electronic material. Police
subsequently arrested Veeramani and two alleged associates. Most importantly,
investigators later identified the girl in the video; according to the report, she was 12
years old at the time of the alleged incident. Three more alleged victims, then aged
12-15, were subsequently traced.

e These remain allegations under investigation, and criminal liability must ultimately
be determined through the judicial process.

2. What is “grooming”?

e A major concept illustrated by the allegations is child grooming.

e Grooming means gradually developing a child's trust, dependency or emotional
connection in order to facilitate sexual exploitation.

e For example, the report alleges that children were initially offered seemingly harmless
things such as chocolates, sports shoes, mobile phones, money and other
assistance.

e If such benefits are deliberately used to gain a child's confidence before sexual
exploitation, they illustrate how grooming can operate.

e Thus:

e Contact — Trust — Gifts/Favours — Dependency or Access — Exploitation

e This explains why child sexual abuse does not necessarily begin with physical force.
Money, gifts, status, affection or promises of help may be used to manipulate
vulnerable children.

3. Why is the POCSO Act important?

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 provides a specialised legal
framework for sexual offences against persons below 18 years.

The case highlights several features of the child-protection system:

e Special POCSO Courts provide specialised judicial handling of such offences.

e Achild's statement and identification of an alleged offender can become important
evidence, subject to normal evidentiary and trial safeguards.

e The child's identity must remain protected.

e Investigation should follow child-friendly procedures and avoid secondary
victimisation.

4. Importance of digital and forensic evidence
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e The case also demonstrates the growing importance of electronic evidence.
Investigators reportedly dealt with a pen drive, DVR, mobile records and other
electronic devices.

e A delay of several years can make recovery difficult because recordings may be
overwritten, deleted or degraded.

o Digital forensics may nevertheless help establish authenticity, recover material and
reconstruct events. Proper preservation and chain of custody are therefore crucial.

5. Why was the Jeffrey Epstein—Ghislaine Maxwell comparison made?

e The report says a police officer broadly compared an alleged facilitator's role to that
of Ghislaine Maxwell, who was convicted in the United States for offences
connected with facilitating Jeffrey Epstein's sexual exploitation of minors.

e The relevant conceptual point is facilitation: child sexual exploitation may involve
not only the principal offender but also persons who allegedly recruit, transport,
provide locations, conceal offences or otherwise assist exploitation.

e The comparison should not be interpreted as establishing guilt in the present case.

GS Paper 1: Geography 21 September 2026
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21S9 | Mahanadi water dispute will be resolved soon: Chhattisgarh CM
HETAA! STel fAaTE STeg Gorgr ST SAWIG F HEIAA

Crisis alert: Spaniards march to the Moroccan border on Sunday, during a protest over the
migration crisis in Ceuta. Locals were marching under the banner ‘SOS Ceuta invadida’
(SOS Ceuta invaded), to protest the recent mass influx of migrants from Morocco.

European Territories Located
Outside or Far from Mainland
Europe

Spain

e Ceuta lies on the North African coast, bordering
Morocco. It is an autonomous Spanish city and part of the EU, although it is outside
the EU customs territory. Migration and border management are major geopolitical
issues.

e Melilla is another Spanish autonomous city on the North African coast, also
bordering Morocco. Like Ceuta, it forms part of the EU but has special customs and
tax arrangements. Migration, border security and Spain-Morocco relations make it
strategically important.

e Canary Islands are a Spanish archipelago in the Atlantic Ocean, off northwestern
Africa. Unlike Ceuta and Melilla, the Canaries are one of the EU's official
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Outermost Regions. They are also important in migration routes from West Africa
toward Europe.

Portugal

Madeira is a Portuguese Atlantic archipelago off northwestern Africa.

Azores are Portuguese islands in the North Atlantic, strategically situated between
Europe and North America.

Both are integral parts of Portugal and official EU Outermost Regions.

France — Most Important for UPSC

France has the largest geographically dispersed collection of territories linked to an
EU member state.

French Guiana is in South America, bordering Brazil and Suriname. It is
particularly important because the Guiana Space Centre at Kourou is located there.
Guadeloupe is in the Caribbean.

Martinique is in the Caribbean.

Saint-Martin is in the Caribbean, sharing an island with Dutch Sint Maarten.
Réunion is in the Indian Ocean, east of Madagascar.

Mayotte is in the Mozambique Channel, between Madagascar and the African
mainland.

These six are Outermost Regions and integral parts of the EU. The European
Commission's September 2026 strategy confirms the EU's current nine-region list.
France also has territories that are not integral parts of the EU, but have the status of
Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTSs) associated with it:

French Polynesia — South Pacific.

New Caledonia — southwest Pacific.

Wallis and Futuna — South Pacific.

Saint Barthélemy — Caribbean.

Saint Pierre and Miquelon — North Atlantic, near Canada.

French Southern and Antarctic Lands — southern Indian Ocean/Antarctic region.

Denmark

Greenland is geographically part of North America/Arctic and politically linked to
the Kingdom of Denmark.

A major trap is that Greenland is not part of the EU. It withdrew from the European
Communities in 1985 and today is an EU-associated OCT.

Netherlands

The Netherlands is linked with six Caribbean territories.
Aruba, Curacao and Sint Maarten are constituent countries within the Kingdom of
the Netherlands.

Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba have a different constitutional relationship with the
Netherlands.

For EU purposes, all six are currently OCTSs rather than integral parts of the EU.
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The Most Important Classification for UPSC

\ Category H Important Territories H EU Status
EU Outermost French Guwima,_ Guadgloupe, Martlnlque,
Redions Mayotte, Réunion, Saint-Martin, Canary |[Integral parts of EU
g Islands, Azores, Madeira
Spanish special EU applies, but outside
panish sp Ceuta, Melilla EU customs/VAT
territories territory
Egu%eigzegs Greenland, French Polynesia, New Associated with EU, not
o Caledonia, Aruba, Curacao, etc. part of EU
Territories
UK overseas Gibraltar, Falkland Islands, Bermuda, Not EU territories after
territories Cayman Islands, etc. Brexit

The EU officially recognises 9 Outermost Regions and 13 Overseas Countries and
Territories associated with the EU.

The 13 EU-associated OCTs

They are Greenland; Aruba; Bonaire; Curacgao; Saba; Sint Eustatius; Sint Maarten;
French Polynesia; New Caledonia; Wallis and Futuna; Saint Barthélemy; Saint Pierre
and Miquelon; and the French Southern and Antarctic Lands.

What About Britain?

Because of Brexit, British Overseas Territories are no longer EU-associated OCTs.
Nevertheless, for World Geography and International Relations, several remain extremely
important.

These include Gibraltar near the Strait of Gibraltar; Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic;
Bermuda in the North Atlantic; Cayman Islands, British Virgin Islands, Montserrat, and
Turks and Caicos in/near the Caribbean; Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
in the Atlantic; Pitcairn Islands in the Pacific; and the Sovereign Base Areas of Akrotiri
and Dhekelia in Cyprus.

The last example is especially interesting: Akrotiri and Dhekelia remain under British

sovereignty, while special post-Brexit arrangements preserve particular links with
EU/Cypriot customs, VAT and excise rules.

Best Memory Trick
Spain — Africa: Ceuta, Melilla, Canary Islands.
Portugal — Atlantic: Azores, Madeira.

France — almost everywhere: Caribbean + South America + Indian Ocean + Pacific.
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Denmark — Arctic: Greenland.

Netherlands — Caribbean: Aruba, Curagao, Sint Maarten + BES islands.

UK — strategically scattered: Gibraltar, Falklands, Caribbean islands, Atlantic islands,
Cyprus bases.

Mahanadi water dispute will be
resolved soon: Chhattisgarh CM
CS | Geography 3

Press Trust of India
BHUBANESWAR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai on Sun-
day said the Mahanadi wa-
ter dispute with Odisha is
likely to be resolved “very
soon”, asserting that both
States have agreed to ac-
cept the decision of the
Centre on the matter.

Mr. Sai, on a two-day vi-
sit to Odisha, said the issue
would be resolved because
there are BJP governments
in Chhattisgarh and Odisha
and an NDA government at

the Centre.

“Both of us (Chief Minis-
ters) have given consent to
the Centre that we will ac-
cept whatever decision is
taken by the Central Water
Commission with regard to
the Mahanadi issue,” he
said. Mr. Sai later met Od-
isha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi in the city.

In a social media post,
Mr. Majhi wrote that he
had a “fruitful interaction”
with his counterpart on
strengthening cooperation
between the two States,
and advancing their shared

commitment towards the
welfare of people.

Mr. Sai’s remarks, par-
ticularly his assertion that
there was no longer a dis-
pute over Mahanadi water
distribution, drew criti-
cism from the Opposition
Biju Janata Dal, which
questioned whether Odish-
a’s interests were being
protected. “The Chhattis-
garh government is the
creator of the Mahanadi
water dispute. The state-
ment of its CM that it is not
a dispute is unacceptable,”
said the party.

21S9. Mahanadi water dispute will be
resolved soon: Chhattisgarh CM

HeToTal STl fad1G STeq GeoIsT SITuam:
SHIEg & FEgHN

e Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
on Sunday said the Mahanadi water dispute with
Odisha is likely to be resolved “very soon”,
asserting that both States have agreed to accept
the decision of the Centre on the matter.

SAHITG o HEIHAT fasoy 39 W o AR 1 et foh
32T & T FgTeral STl FaaTg o ‘5§l STees” Gorstad
I HHIIT § 3R 3ogiot hal Tob Glell Todl o 36

AT F g & Aoy i FTFR F3 | TgAfa cgFd Hr |

e Mr. Sai, on a two-day visit to Odisha, said the issue would be resolved because there are BJP
governments in Chhattisgarh and Odisha and an NDA government at the Centre.

3T r &Y faeira AT o) 97T S T 7 e & Ig FHeeT SAtav Forst S Fiih Siiadne
3R 3NFAT 3 SHreTaT i TR § TUT g 7 NDA TFR |

o “Both of us (Chief Ministers) have given consent to the Centre that we will accept whatever
decision is taken by the Central Water Commission with regard to the Mahanadi issue,” he
said.

SeEiel g, B AT (T o g Y I WA & & o FETd) A & Hy F A

STer 3TANT (Central Water Commission) gaRT it 8t foTr foram Siroem, & 38 R St
e Mr. Sai later met Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi in the city.

A T A o 7 AT A 3BT F FETHA Aol 70T AT I FolRI FH |

¢ |In asocial media post, Mr. Majhi wrote that he had a “fruitful interaction” with his counterpart
on strengthening cooperation between the two States, and advancing their shared
commitment towards the welfare of people.

At AT & Arerer AfZIT W TF diee 7 forar 6 giar 379 GHGET & AT il AT & &

EANT Y AT FI 3N 71 o Hed10T & Tl AT AT ITATHAT F 37T TG & Haer &

“BelGRIT ST S|
e Mr. Sai’s remarks, particularly his assertion that there was no longer a dispute over Mahanadi

water distribution, drew criticism from the Opposition Biju Janata Dal, which questioned
whether Odisha’s interests were being protected.

A @ry Y feoaforal, favet 53 gra foh AgTeIdl ool & fAaor & e 319 F1$ Rag A g, W
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e “The Chhattisgarh government is the creator of the Mahanadi water dispute. The statement of
its CM that it is not a dispute is unacceptable,” said the party.

aTEl A gl “BAHING FIFR AGIAG! STel TadTE Y S ¢ | 3Tk HEIHAT T Ig TTeT (o TE IS
foare 7T 8, el &1
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India’s NGOs at a new funding crossroads

hen the first Foreign Contribution

Regulation Act (FCRA) was passed

in 1976, a government of a

different political hue was in
power from the one that has now proposed the
more fierce FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026. But the
underlying political apprehensions were similar —
the fear that foreign powers could destabilise the
country by funding civil society organisations
(non-governmental organisations or NGOs). In
the present case, there is also an unstated fear of
religious conversions by Christian and other
religious minorities. The Bill is yet to be enacted
because of strong reactions by the Opposition
parties and several civil society groups,
particularly Christian organisations.

‘The government claims that the flow of foreign
funds into India’s NGO sector operates as a vast,
intricate and opaque web. Under the banners of
development, human rights and social welfare,
thousands of crores of unmenitored capital pour
into the country every year. Much of this money
deliberately bypasses state accounting
mechanisms and finds its way into politically
charged campaigns, highly selective local
advocacy, and aggressive proselytisation and
religious conversion networks.

Proposed legislation, the concerns
Under the proposed legislation, if an FCRA
certificate is cancelled, surmm]ered or
Ily lapses, foreign contributions and all
assets created from them would vest in a
d authority”.
The organisation can recover the assets if
registration is restored within the prescribed
period. Permanent vesting will occur only if
registration is not restored within that period.
The Bill also provides for revision and an appeal
to the District Judge.
If a fresh certificate is not obtained within the
prescribed period, the assets muldbesnld nr
d to a government
the proceeds going to the Cunsolldamd Fund of
India. However, during the provisional-vesting
period, restoration of registration results in
return of assets and unused foreign contribution.
NGOs, especially Christian organisations,
‘which the government says receive a larger
proportion of the funds among religions
associations, are worried that the legislation may
not be religion-neutral and that, ultimately, the
real sufferers would be the beneficiaries served
by such charitable organisations, which have
i and operate 1 hools,
hospitals, old-age care homes and similar
institutions. As some leaders from the northeast

institutions are sometimes the largest or only
providers of these services in many areas.
Already, the FCRA registrations of 22,496 NGOs

Pushpa Sundar
The author of
several books on
philanthropy, with
the latest title being
“Giving with A
Thousand Hands:
The Changing Face of
Indian Philanthropy"

Indias non-
governmental
organisations
must navigate
g foreign
and domestic
funding sources

have been cancelled since 2015, leaving about
14,466 active registered associations eligible to
receive foreign contributions (Ministry of Home
Affairs data, September 2026). In fact, the
amounts received are larger than those in
2006-07 (12,2896 crore from private
international donors), the last year for which data
were available when this writer wrote the book,
Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs: Problem or Solution?
(2010).

So why the protests? The fact is that different

to India because of their own economic
difficulties and the perception that India, which is
aiming to become the world's third-largest
‘economy, no longer needs aid from them.

Third, the domestic non-government funding
environment has also improved. According to the
Forbes 2026 list, there are 3,332 billionaires in the
world, of whom 229 are in India, giving it the
third-largest number after the United States and
‘China. The amount they donate to philanthropy
I\as also increased. According to the India

sources of funding have a di ial impact on
organisations and their effectiveness because, as
the saying goes, “He who pays the piper calls the
tune”.

Though in total, the volume of foreign aid to
NGOs is small compared with government
budgets, and only a small proportion of NGOs
receive such aid, it is highly valued because it is
not only an alternative source of funding but also
more flexible than government funding, with
fewer restrictions on how it can be used. Itis
generally tailored to an NGO's needs through
discussions between the NGO and the donor.

The hook, Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs, which
is based desk research and interviews with
several NGOs, large and small, suggests that while
a few organisations felt that foreign aid had
adverse consequences, such as encouraging the
adoption of ideas and practices from abroad that
were unsuited to Indian c muost felt that

w Report by Bain & Company, private
phnlanduupyms projected to reach ¥1.43 lakh
crore ($16 billion) in FY 2025. In addition, there is
retail giving of about €37,000 crore annually.

‘The downside is that, according to the same
report, demand is growing faster than supply,
‘with projections indicating that the gap could
reach %18 lakh crore ($210 billion) by 2030.

Moreover, new philanthropists, especially
entrepreneurs and technology leaders, are
shifting away from traditional areas towards
ecosystem building, scientific research, higher
education and complex institutional support.

This is undoubtedly good news for social and
economic change, but bad news for NGOs
delivering traditional education, health and social
‘welfare services.

A glimmer of hope for such NGOs is that,
following the C nmpameﬁ Act, 2013, wl made

social

foreign funds had contributed to India's
development and, in particular, to the growth of
the voluntary sector. They had brought in new
ideas, techniques, technologies and
organisational improvements. In the absence of
adequate government funding and private
philanthropy, foreign aid had played a positive
role.

Need for funding divers
Today, however, given political events in
neighbouring countries and elsewhere in the
world, and without being privy to the secret
sources of information that the government has
about the destabilisation role played by foreign
money, it is difficult to pass a definitive judgment
on the need for and value of foreign aid today.

There can be no doubt that a vibrant and
independent civil society is necessary for a
healthy democracy and for preventing the abuse
of unrestrained political power by any one
section of society. Plural sources of funding are
also necessary to ensure that civil society is not
dependent on any one source.

But equally, one can question whether foreign
funds are the only answer to the needs of civil
society today. First, the voluntary sector is more
developed now. Second, the situation regarding
foreign aid itself has changed. Bona fide foreign
donors are themselves moving away from giving

21S9. India’s NGOs at a new funding crossroads

ART & NGOs T AT f{aayor & g W

p y (CSR) spending
compulsory for companies above a certain size,
(CSR spending by such listed companies was
22,563 crore in FY25, up 17.5% (latest CRISIL
report).

Since many companies do not have the
internal competency to undertake social
development, they rely on NGOs as partners.
Although many companies are moving into
environmental and other emerging areas, many
still find the traditional areas of health, education
and rural development more meaningful.

A new opportunity

Soif, in the ultimate analysis, the government
does decide to limit foreign funding, the future
need not be bleak if Indian domestic
philanthropy steps up to fill the gap.

However, indigenous donors, and the
government in particular, must become more
responsive to the needs of NGOs, learn from
foreign donors some of the practices that made
their aid so sought after, and engage in more
serious dialogue on funding practices, as dis(inc(
from development issues, to improve
practices and address the dissatisfaction un both
sides. Ultimately, it is the innate generosity that is
dormant in hundreds of dedicated Indians that
‘will change the dynamics of development in
India, not foreign aid, which at best can be the
cherry on the cake.
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When the first Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) was passed in 1976, a
government of a different political hue was in power from the one that has now proposed the
more fierce FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026.

9 1976 # Ugell Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 9TRd forar srar om, as
FaATT 7 310 F8R FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026 9¥d1fad da dlell THR A fReeT
T FAaReRT arelr Ia TaT 7 2|

But the underlying political apprehensions were similar — the fear that foreign powers could
destabilise the country by funding civil society organisations (non-governmental
organisations or NGOs).

AfereT 38 i I Taiifae 3mree g oA — I8 377 fop el erfFaar AreTie A
Garoat (A-TIFHY FIrsaA1 AT NGOs) t Faaa e e 327 i 318U T Fehah! &

In the present case, there is also an unstated fear of religious conversions by Christian and
other religious minorities.

AT HATHCT H 318 AR e UTffeh IeTHEIR GaRT HTfHE THTAT ehr Udh e JTRIH
el

The Bill is yet to be enacted because of strong reactions by the Opposition parties and
several civil society groups, particularly Christian organisations.

et gelt 31X g AT waTeT wagt, fadivea Sars wearaat, it el gfafsransit & swor
farerren 3ft o rfRIfafad =1¢i gam 2|

The government claims that the flow of foreign funds into India’s NGO sector operates as a
vast, intricate and opaque web.

DR FT 1Al & foh HRA o NGO 877 # T2l &1 o1 Jatg Uah faere, Sffeer 3R 3rareeft Jrer &
9 F Farfed giar g

Under the banners of development, human rights and social welfare, thousands of crores of
unmonitored capital pour into the country every year.

T&renrd, ATaTIR 3R ATAITSTS HoAT0T & A1H TR g I TR IS ST I TRAMAT Goil 2T
H AT 8
Much of this money deliberately bypasses state accounting mechanisms and finds its way

into politically charged campaigns, highly selective local advocacy, and aggressive
proselytisation and religious conversion networks.

SH T T Ueh S3T AT ST I T IET-HOTTerT & X fehedR Y TsTeliicieh & &
Hacaie TAATAT, 37T TIATcHS TATHT YT TAUT 3TehTAS TH-TaR 3T enfdle gafawor
& Aeah T g &

Proposed legislation, the concerns

Under the proposed legislation, if an FCRA certificate is cancelled, surrendered or
automatically lapses, foreign contributions and all assets created from them would vest in a
government-appointed “designated authority”.

ST FlefeT & e, AfG FCRA JATOIIH 68 &1 (&1 STl &, FATId & &1 STl & A &9 d:
HHATCT g1 ST 8, A fagel 3ereret AR 3@ fAfH ef aRwaforar @R ear fagsd “arfda
wiftreor 7 AR g smueft

The organisation can recover the assets if registration is restored within the prescribed period.

Ffe AU 3/l & iR ToaoT sgTer X a1 SITdT &, Y TetesT 3o aRTufaat & araw urea
X ThdT g
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Permanent vesting will occur only if registration is not restored within that period.

TRl &9 & gREufaat &1 Afga glar aolt 819, S9 39 379 & $iax IoienuT STt 781 fohar
AT

The Bill also provides for revision and an appeal to the District Judge.

T8 7 gerdiafor 3iR oo ~arareiier & et el &1 8 Jraen g1

If a fresh certificate is not obtained within the prescribed period, the assets could be sold or
transferred to a government department, with the proceeds going to the Consolidated Fund of
India.

e TR 3rafer & Hia Far Ao ured 8T fohar S §, af IREut S 997 a1 fher
TR fFHTeT Y gEITa R T ST TohaT ¢ 31T 39 yreg iy sIRa & fRa e

(Consolidated Fund of India) & STAT T STUafT|

However, during the provisional-vesting period, restoration of registration results in return of
assets and unused foreign contribution.

greliten, Jreuret fafeeieor srafer & et doftentor T qerell & aREufaar iR 3rgerd faceh
TSI ATy Y feu STdar|

NGOs, especially Christian organisations, which the government says receive a larger
proportion of the funds among religions associations, are worried that the legislation may not
be religion-neutral and that, ultimately, the real sufferers would be the beneficiaries served by
such charitable organisations, which have established and operate numerous schools,
hospitals, old-age care homes and similar institutions.

NGOs, fawet $ATS HaroeT, Toiet TR o AR e1fHeh HaTesil & €l T T3T IHeTdTeT HTect
g &, i & fob ahrefet rad-TodeT o g1 Fevell © 31N 3l aredfdes Nisd T8 (e Haraat
=0T ghR Y TEATY TR 31T ganfera 7 €

As some leaders from the northeast and tribal areas have pointed out, such institutions are
sometimes the largest or only providers of these services in many areas.

SHET o qafe iR SIS 813 o e Ac31 o FelTdm 8, WO HEATeT g &¥A1 3 dell-ahell 5o
Jar3it & G 92 AT UHATT YT gl 8|

Already, the FCRA registrations of 22,496 NGOs have been cancelled since 2015, leaving
about 14,466 active registered associations eligible to receive foreign contributions (Ministry
of Home Affairs data, September 2026).

TEo €1 2015 # 22,496 NGOs & FCRA USlioT Teg fohT ST geh €, Torady S1amstar 14,466 Aishd
TSt HaraeT [IcRl TRIGTT HTCd it & 9T 3§ 910 § (@ HATT & fAda¥ 2026 & 313 |

In fact, the amounts received are larger than those in 2006-07 (%12,289.6 crore from private
international donors), the last year for which data were available when this writer wrote the
book, Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs: Problem or Solution? (2010).

IIEdT H, 9o ATA 2006-07 T AR (AT RIS gramait & £12,289.6 F:13) T A™F &, ST
3H HY 3UISY 3Thal ol e a¥ AT ST 37 o@dh of Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs: Problem

or Solution? (2010) J& forgr 2|
So why the protests?

ar R faRIer-ue el .t T 3@ 872

The fact is that different sources of funding have a differential impact on organisations and
their effectiveness because, as the saying goes, “He who pays the piper calls the tune”.

T2 I8 ¢ T faaaivor & [3ffesr @i Gereat 31 3T yamaeiieldr IR 37eT9T-37679T T1d STl 8,
Fifes ST foF argrad &, “foreds 14 3 $yoTaner g §, aEY ot AT §1”

Though in total, the volume of foreign aid to NGOs is small compared with government
budgets, and only a small proportion of NGOs receive such aid, it is highly valued because it
is not only an alternative source of funding but also more flexible than government funding,
with fewer restrictions on how it can be used.
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eI el TR NGOs T Tferat arel Tl Hracll TReRT Ffe T Joiel 7 e & IR dhael
%S & NGOs Tl HgIIdT JTec &id 8, T 3 SHehT 37caTeieh Heed & Faifeh Tg o shalel faadiooT
T Uah dehiodeh Ad g, STodh AL faaaIor it Jefalr 7 TR aiien o § 31K 5@ 3uaer X
FA Ifae g g |

g;grenerally tailored to an NGOQO’s needs through discussions between the NGO and the

S8 HAFTA: NGO 3R ETdT & el =il o HTEGH § NGO I AT ehel 37 o 3eT6T IR fohar
EICIE]

The book, Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs, which is based on desk research and interviews with
several NGOs, large and small, suggests that while a few organisations felt that foreign aid
had adverse consequences, such as encouraging the adoption of ideas and practices from
abroad that were unsuited to Indian conditions, most felt that foreign funds had contributed to
India’s development and, in particular, to the growth of the voluntary sector.

Foreign Aid for Indian NGOs #THe J&cieh, SiT a&cTdol-3Tenie eiler 3R sIe-a18 ®$ NGOs &
1Y T 1T FeTleshRT R IR &, T€ GA1a et & foh STeT S WITSw11 oAl A= AT b fagelr
HETACT & Ffcigpel TROMA §T, S Ry IRIATA & 31eTsher 7 giet arel fageh faamt 3tk
TAT3HT T 71Tl T FTcHTgT [HeT, TET TSR T ATl 2T foh a2l &t & #IRT & faem 3R
T3y &7 ¥ Tafeas &7 (voluntary sector) & faTdR & IRTEHRT |

They had brought in new ideas, techniques, technologies and organisational improvements.
589 AT faR, derelieh, W fafRar 3R Haroarcas ur 3T |

In the absence of adequate government funding and private philanthropy, foreign aid had
played a positive role.

AT TR FaadiooT 3R RSl qiaeht & 31e1ra 3 fag el Heraran &f ehRIcHe S{fAeT fovems
ot

Need for funding diversity

faaaYyor # faferar i sraegwar

Today, however, given political events in neighbouring countries and elsewhere in the world,
and without being privy to the secret sources of information that the government has about
the destabilisation role played by foreign money, it is difficult to pass a definitive judgment on
the need for and value of foreign aid today.

RGUCH m@ﬁé&ﬁﬁgﬁm%m%@ﬁﬁ?mﬁmmﬁwa@ﬁgamﬁmﬁ
1T EaRT 91T 1S 3TFELRHRY $1fAhT & TR H THR & qr Ao MNIATT FAATHT & 3991 §U
fara, 3rmat facel werardr it 3naedendr 3R 38 Hed W FH1S AFad ot &ar wise gl

There can be no doubt that a vibrant and independent civil society is necessary for a healthy
democracy and for preventing the abuse of unrestrained political power by any one section of
society.

ST FIS T 8T § Toh Teh TRIFA 3R TIdT ARTRSE FATS Teh TAEY SAehclT o [T 24T FaArsr
o Tl Teh aef @R TR Tstelifcren Qe & g &Y Ushel o AT TS &

Plural sources of funding are also necessary to ensure that civil society is not dependent on
any one source.

faeaINoT o 31aieh G 8 TE GlATRTT A o [T 3maeeh § o aAmrRes Fare el veh did @
CETC R

But equally, one can question whether foreign funds are the only answer to the needs of civil
society today.

fheT 38T YR T T2 T 3BT ST ThdT & Tob FAT 31T ATITRS AT I IMATISRATIT Fl
THATT JATTT 3l T & &
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First, the voluntary sector is more developed now.
UgdT, Tafoas &7 319 310 Asfag ar A g
Second, the situation regarding foreign aid itself has changed.

e, T faeel g & Hafd Ut aeer TS B

Bona fide foreign donors are themselves moving away from giving to India because of their
own economic difficulties and the perception that India, which is aiming to become the world’s
third-largest economy, no longer needs aid from them.

arediaes facelt STaT Tad TR Sl TETIAT ST had F I &, FAITh 3og T ITAF HfSASAT
T TTHAT YT I3 T6T § 3R T TRon St § 6 gfovar &1 cfrardy @t 9t ardicaaean ooty &
8T TG It IR T 31 378 GEIIT T 3T oTeT ¢

Third, the domestic non-government funding environment has also improved.

e, o AT T &7 aTTaRoT 8 dEeR B3R

According to the Forbes 2026 list, there are 3,332 billionaires in the world, of whom 229 are in
India, giving it the third-largest number after the United States and China.

Forbes 2026 {el & 37T8R, &1 3,332 3R &, [Sa7a1 & 220 R & &, f5aq 91k
AR AR AT & I1g TR T W g
The amount they donate to philanthropy has also increased.

TRIHR o foIT IoTeh GIRT &1eT T SfTed drelt TR 7 7 JefT g5 &

According to the India Philanthropy Report by Bain & Company, private philanthropy was
projected to reach %1.43 lakh crore ($16 billion) in FY 2025.

Bain & Company # India Philanthropy Report & 38R, fad a¥ 2025 # folsll TRIThR &
%1.43wm($16ﬁﬁma$q§aﬁa:ra§ﬂm 7|

In addition, there is retail giving of about ¥37,000 crore annually.
g 3faRerd, 9faay 9msTeT 37,000 &S 1 Reer fAfder sy @ar 21

The downside is that, according to the same report, demand is growing faster than supply,
with projections indicating that the gap could reach 18 lakh crore ($210 billion) by 2030.

SHT AhRIcHD T&T Ig ¢ Toh 38T RUIC o ITER AT 3MYfcl hT JoreTT  3HTeeh AN A dG W &
3R 37eTAT STl § o 2030 TTeh FE 37X 318 o W3 ($210 TafergeT) ceh og=r Fehar B

Moreover, new philanthropists, especially entrepreneurs and technology leaders, are shifting
away from traditional areas towards ecosystem building, scientific research, higher education
and complex institutional support.

3 3Tldl, AT RITHNRT, fAATHT 3eg#T 3R e a7 & aar, TRafke a3t & geax
aiRfeafadt = fasfor, enfores sreqwumer, s<a frew sk Sfee dwumra wermar H1 3T ©
gl

This is undoubtedly good news for social and economic change, but bad news for NGOs
delivering traditional education, health and social welfare services.

g faraee grefare 31K 3nfds aRade & fov 3= @ax &, Jfersr araRes Qe Tareey 3ik
IS HedToT JATT YeTeT et aTel NGOs & TolT g 31<ed @a 81 1

A glimmer of hope for such NGOs is that, following the Companies Act, 2013, which made
corporate social responsibility (CSR) spending compulsory for companies above a certain
size, CSR spending by such listed companies was 22,563 crore in FY25, up 17.5% (latest
CRISIL report).

U NGOs & T 31merm $r veh fmor I8 § ff Companies Act, 2013, i te fAfRad 3R &
I3 FUfAT & fow Hale afos 3WeERe (CSR) R T T 3ifaard fomar, & are ol
ey Suferal gary fad a¥ 2025 # CSR W 22,563 15 @ U 7T, ST 17.5% HT gefarg
(@NAGH CRISIL Ra¥E) |

Since many companies do not have the internal competency to undertake social
development, they rely on NGOs as partners.
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Afer &S Saferal & ara o [ & it s danferd ate & forw 3raRe faRrsear =&
2, AT 3 ARIER & &9 & NGOs T A9 ey &1

Although many companies are moving into environmental and other emerging areas, many
still find the traditional areas of health, education and rural development more meaningful.

AT F$ HUfAar TAaRoT 3R 3T 33RA &7 A 3R 5 W E, B o : Hufaat e,
fRr&TT 3R armaioT faehrer & e &¥HT & 31T el AT

A new opportunity
Th of 9T AqE

So if, in the ultimate analysis, the government does decide to limit foreign funding, the future
need not be bleak if Indian domestic philanthropy steps up to fill the gap.

gafIT IfE 3icd: TR el fadiyor st @A et w1 Aot ot it 8, at afe s ke
WRIYHR S8 HAT Sl I et & T 17T 37T 8, A $1fasg RmIsTeten g1l 3aede =gl &

However, indigenous donors, and the government in particular, must become more
responsive to the needs of NGOs, learn from foreign donors some of the practices that made
their aid so sought after, and engage in more serious dialogue on funding practices, as
distinct from development issues, to improve those practices and address the dissatisfaction
on both sides.

gleilfeh, Bl ATa3il 3 TR T & AR T NGOs T ST & Tt 31fereh ddearelel
1T 1T, Tl STarsit & 357 F5o TS T WG e TieTeh FIROT 3oTehT HETIAT Sclat Aot
e, o fashrer Harelt Fyegl & 3refer Fareraivor Y gUTat o 3178 781X Hare, T gram, difeh 3o
FUT3HT A GUR TR S Tk A et gaft hr raqise i gy foram s s

Ultimately, it is the innate generosity that is dormant in hundreds of dedicated Indians that will

change the dynamics of development in India, not foreign aid, which at best can be the cherry
on the cake.

3ida:, AR 7 Jera 1 afaRierdr ) sgoe aren Afed el AT ARt 7 Afga ag
TaIAS SERAT g9l it 378l ot &, o oh facel agrae, St 3ifershct sharel &b W) a9ft Fatmady
A 1 3fFHT e FarclT &

FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026

e The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) regulates the acceptance
and use of foreign contributions or donations by individuals, associations and
organisations in India. Its basic objective is to ensure that foreign money is not
used for activities considered detrimental to India's national interest. The present
law is the FCRA, 2010, which replaced the original FCRA, 1976.

e The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026 was introduced
in the Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026. As of September 2026, it has not become
law; it was referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on August 12,
2026, which was examining it in September.

What Does FCRA Mean in Simple Terms?

e Suppose an Indian NGO running schools receives a donation from an organisation
located abroad.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Because the money comes from a foreign source, its receipt and utilisation are
regulated under FCRA.

An organisation generally needs FCRA registration or the applicable prior
permission to legally receive foreign contributions. Under the 2010 framework,
registration is generally valid for five years and requires renewal.

Thus:

Foreign donor — Indian NGO — FCRA regulatory framework — utilisation
for permitted activities

What Does the 2026 Bill Propose?

The most significant proposal concerns what happens to foreign contributions
and assets created from them when an organisation ceases to have an FCRA
certificate.

A certificate may cease because it is cancelled, surrendered, not renewed, or
renewal is denied.

The Bill proposes a Designated Authority to take over and manage relevant
foreign contributions and assets in such circumstances. If registration is restored
within the prescribed period, unused contributions and assets can be returned.

If registration is not restored, the assets may ultimately vest permanently in the
Designated Authority. They may be transferred to government agencies or sold,
with sale proceeds credited to the Consolidated Fund of India.

Simple Example

Suppose an NGO constructs a hospital using foreign donations.

Later its FCRA registration ceases.

Under the proposed framework, the hospital could come under the Designated
Authority even if the NGO subsequently operates it using domestic funds. PRS
identifies this as one of the important implications requiring scrutiny.

Why Does the Government Regulate Foreign Funding?

The government's stated regulatory rationale is that foreign contributions must not
be diverted toward activities harmful to national interest.

The article presents the government's broader concern that foreign funding of
NGOs can sometimes create opaque networks and potentially influence politically
or socially sensitive activities.

This represents the national-security and accountability side of the debate.

Why Are Some NGOs and Civil-Society Groups
Concerned?

The other side concerns civil-society autonomy and delivery of social services.
The article notes concerns that organisations operating schools, hospitals, old-age
homes and other charitable institutions could be affected if their access to
foreign funding or control over foreign-funded assets is disrupted. This may be
especially important in areas where charitable organisations are significant service
providers.
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The article also argues that foreign grants can be attractive because they provide
an alternative and sometimes more flexible source of financing, and
historically have helped some NGOs introduce new ideas, technologies and
organisational practices.

Scale of FCRA Regulation

According to PRS, using FCRA portal data, as of July 15, 2026, there were
approximately 14,449 active FCRA certificates, while 22,498 registrations had
been cancelled and 15,212 were deemed expired.

This shows that FCRA is not merely an accounting law. It directly affects the
institutional environment in which a significant section of India's organised civil
society operates.

The Central Policy Dilemma

The debate can be understood as a balance between two legitimate policy
considerations:

National security + financial transparency + accountability

Versus

Civil-society independence + diversified funding + social-service delivery
There is also a third possibility highlighted by the article: strengthening domestic
philanthropy and CSR so that Indian NGOs are less dependent on foreign
contributions. It argues that diversified funding can prevent civil society from
becoming excessively dependent on any single source.
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Campaign to reduce the intake of salt

alt, as an essential
electrolyte, sits at
the centre of
human well-being,
but being most prone to
overuse and misuse, the
condiment remains at the
heart of illness as well.
When Tamil Nadu Health
Minister K.G. Arunraj took
salt to the floor of the
Assembly, he dragged it
willy-nilly into public
discourse. He announced
plans to launch a
multi-pronged mission to
reduce salt intake, turning
attention to the right
quantities and forms that
must be consumed. The
Minister’s speech made it
clear that the government’s
plans were not merely about
a dietary tweak, but instead,
a recalibration of how
well-being is perceived.

Salt, in the right
proportions, facilitates
hydration, nerve signalling,
muscle function, digestion
and also has a role to play in
stress physiology. However,
in excess, or in ultra
processed foods, it can have
a deleterious impact on
health, increasing the risk of
stroke, heart disease and
kidney strain over time.

Surveys by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
show that in India, men
consume an average of 8.9
gms daily, while women
consume about 7.1 gms. The
WHO, which recommends
keeping the intake under 5
gms of salt per day, released
a set of gnidelines in January
2025, recommending the
use of lower-sodium salt
substitutes.

In Tamil Nadu,
hypertension is a major
public health concern. A
2024 study by
Selvavinayagam T.S. et al
showed that adult
prevalence of hypertension
in Tamil Nadu hovered
around 33.9 %, much above

Ramya Kannan

Cutting down
salt is a simple
change that can
make a major
difference to
cardiovascular
health — less
salt today can
mean lower
blood pressure,
fewer heart
attacks, and
fewer strokes
tOmMorrow

the national average of 28.5
%. There is a direct link
between consuming excess
salt and hypertension —
consuming too much salt
causes the body to retain
extra water, which increases
blood volume and puts
higher pressure on the
artery walls, leading to
clinical hypertension.

Action plan

The State government’s plan
is comprehensive. For the
first time, a Statewide
survey using urine samples
will scientifically measure
salt consumption. Salt will
be gradually reduced in
government-run kitchens,
including the Nutritious
Meal Programme, ICDS
centres, government
hospitals and hostels. The
feasibility of introducing a
low-sodium salt substitute
will be examined. This will
be backed by a State-wide
awareness campaign on
how to read labels on
packages, tasting before
adding salt, and using
natural flavour enhancers.
Researchers of a
randomised, double-blind,
controlled trial reported in
the American Journal of
Clinical Nutrition in 2021,
wrote that replacing salt
with a reduced-sodium,
added-potassium salt
substitute is an acceptable
and effective dietary
intervention for lowering
systolic blood pressure in
persons with hypertension
in rural India.

The State also intends to
step up its hypertension
control activities through its
community health outreach
programme Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam and other
public health care
institutions. People
diagnosed with
hypertension will receive
systematic counselling and
anti-hypertension drugs.

21S9. Campaign to reduce the intake of salt

AHAF & UdeT BT HH HIA BT ATRATT

There is evidence that such
closely-monitored health
interventions succeed.

The Sapiens Health
Foundation has welcomed
the new salt reduction
campaign of the Tamil Nadu
government. Its founder
Rajan Ravichandran says,
“This is a wonderful
surprise, we have been
knocking at many doors to
bring in awareness of salt
reduction in the public
health sector. It can be very
powerful in changing the
way people consume salt.
We just have to go back to
2005, where the campaign
initiated by Graham
MacGregor of the World
Action on Salt, Sugar and
Health, resulted in a
reported 30% reduction of
salt in bread, in the U.K.”.

G. Sengottuvelu, senior
interventional cardiologist,
Apollo Hospitals, explains
further, “Excess salt is one
of the most important and
preventable contributors to
high blood pressure, heart
attack and stroke.” His
argument is that Indians’
preference for salty food is
largely an acquired habit,
often beginning in
childhood, and the palate
can adapt when salt is
gradually reduced. Cutting
down salt is a simple change
that can make a major
difference to cardiovascular
health - less salt today can
mean lower blood pressure,
fewer heart attacks, and
fewer strokes tomorrow.

As Tamil Nadu rolls out
its programme, hopefully
with scientific vigour and
cultural sensitivity, other
States will do well to watch
and emulate. If it is possible
to cut down hypertension,
cardiovascular disease, and
kidney disease with
adjusting the size of a single
pinch, then, why not?

ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in

e Salt, as an essential electrolyte, sits at the centre of human well-being, but being most prone
to overuse and misuse, the condiment remains at the heart of illness as well.

Teh RIS FAFSIASE o & A wAH Hlold FHodT0T & e A g, fshel SHD 3edfRIeh 3R Hegfrd
3T FT T 37T THGAT glel o HRUT, Tg Wi T TG SATRIT & hes 7 3 T T &

o When Tamil Nadu Health Minister K.G. Arunraj took salt to the floor of the Assembly, he
dragged it willy-nilly into public discourse.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

T4 ATACIATg & Faee HAT &M, IFORTST AHe T AT & Geol W T, o Segiel
37T &Y 3 FTdolieeh Qe &1 v a1 fem|

e He announced plans to launch a multi-pronged mission to reduce salt intake, turning attention
to the right quantities and forms that must be consumed.

3-glel ST & A ﬁwwﬁ%ﬁuwgmm%ﬁmaﬁrmﬁmwﬁ
ST AT T ST arelr 3T AT 3R YahRT 9T &A1 higd foram Smeam|

e The Minister's speech made it clear that the government’s plans were not merely about a
dietary tweak, but instead, a recalibration of how well-being is perceived.

ﬁ?ﬁésaﬂwﬁwgmﬁ?mw{ T ASTATE el TR H ARTRA Gal1d I WA 76 8,
afod T 58 a1 IR et &1 91 § 3 Foamor 1 fore 9o S Srar ¢

e Salt, in the right proportions, facilitates hydration, nerve signalling, muscle function, digestion
and also has a role to play in stress physiology.

3T AT F THF FTerAeToT, dfAFT Tha-Teor, AIRAT & S 31 9ras § g gar e
quT derra wareft eriRfRtaaTeT 7 o gwehr affHenT gich B

e However, in excess, or in ultra-processed foods, it can have a deleterious impact on health,
increasing the risk of stroke, heart disease and kidney strain over time.

glelleh, 3caTeres AT A A7 AfA-THEFa Wey verdt 7 Ale FHS TaEeg W g T
STel Fehell & A TAI & T T, Fad A7 74T & I &a1a & STYH I §¢T Hehell &

e Surveys by the Indian Council of Medical Research show that in India, men consume an
average of 8.9 gms daily, while women consume about 7.1 gms.

HRCAT YA JeTaeTe IRYE (ICMR) & FaT0 § I il & fob 81 & go9 fafee
3 e 8.9 ITA, STaifeh ATV ST 7.1 ATH THb T Aalel Al &

e The WHO, which recommends keeping the intake under 5 gms of salt per day, released a set
of guidelines in January 2025, recommending the use of lower-sodium salt substitutes.

WHO, 3t gfafest 75 1 AasT 5 ATH A HH W I TABIRLT FIAT &, oF STeTdsy 2025 F
feenfadelt 1 ve de TR fhaT, Tous FH-AIfEIH e J870F & AFeqr & 3uAier Hr {wiRer Hr
TS|

e |n Tamil Nadu, hypertension is a major public health concern.
ARSI & 3Td WAAI (hypertension) Teh YW HdTieleh T flar 1

o A 2024 study by Selvavinayagam T.S. et al showed that adult prevalence of hypertension in
Tamil Nadu hovered around 33.9%, much above the national average of 28.5%.

eafaarETH &.0H. Td Heq GaRT 2024 F fRT T Ueh 37eTT § 9T Tell foh Affeg &
FITHT H 3T IFAATT T SATIShAT STITHIT 33.9% 2T, ST 28.5% & IS 3itaa & by 3170 B

e There is a direct link between consuming excess salt and hypertension — consuming too
much salt causes the body to retain extra water, which increases blood volume and puts
higher pressure on the artery walls, leading to clinical hypertension.

m@am%%ﬁmw%aﬁawm%—qu 37T AHS T FaT R HT
ITARFT Il T @ & o ARG FEar &, foTq & 1 A7 96 A1ar & 3R gafaar v
EIaRT uT 311 ga1a g3aT &, Toge IRUTHETET Agifeie 32 &9 3cde aldT & |

Action plan
FTY i
e The State government’s plan is comprehensive.
Y IHR T ANSAT AT g
e For the first time, a Statewide survey using urine samples will scientifically measure salt
consumption.
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UEel SR, A oh ST ol SYAT ke Ueh ToTSATHT HARTOT S ATTeIeh &G & T Heh & Haled i
A

Salt will be gradually reduced in government-run kitchens, including the Nutritious Meal
Programme, ICDS centres, government hospitals and hostels.

9IOT 3R FRIFH, ICDS Fgl, TFHRT 3TTATA 3R ST Tfgd TRARY ITESERT H 7H7F
AT R-4R A hr S|
The feasibility of introducing a low-sodium salt substitute will be examined.

FH-[IETHA Tl 7H7% & Ahed FT YE FA FT SgagrIar i S dhr S|

This will be backed by a State-wide awareness campaign on how to read labels on packages,
tasting before adding salt, and using natural flavour enhancers.

S8 A1 Yehoil TR TET 3T Al GG, AH STelel H gl Hlolel bl T@A 3R repicieh Fareg-aeiht
F 3UANT & IR H Ueh TISATI SATIwReqdT TRIATT T ST

Researchers of a randomised, double-blind, controlled trial reported in the American Journal
of Clinical Nutrition in 2021, wrote that replacing salt with a reduced-sodium, added-
potassium salt substitute is an acceptable and effective dietary intervention for lowering
systolic blood pressure in persons with hypertension in rural India.

2021 H American Journal of Clinical Nutrition 3 Y1 Tsh I1gfoe, Saa-sarss, frafaa
TR18T0T & QRT3 o for@r for 1o 1 FA-Aifsaa 3R faRea aefa are da & faweq
 FEleT ATHIUT HRA H 3T T&FAATT 8 T A9 H Ao &aand & &7 e & v th
FIer 3T THTEY ER Heell gEaaiT g

The State also intends to step up its hypertension control activities through its community
health outreach programme Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam and other public health care
institutions.

WWWWQ@’HW Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam 31X 3/ ardeifae
TATELT EATAT o ATETH F 3911 3T TFaa1] g7 rfafaferat 1 off see 1 ster @ gl

People diagnosed with hypertension will receive systematic counselling and anti-hypertension
drugs.

3o &AM & AT fohT a0 SRl T s feyd Wi 3R 3o [raang-Aet gare & smaef|
There is evidence that such closely-monitored health interventions succeed.

3 &1 & YT ¢ foh U8 HEet fATRIEA aTel Ta1ELy §EaaiT % gid o

The Sapiens Health Foundation has welcomed the new salt reduction campaign of the Tamil
Nadu government.

Sapiens Health Foundation & AfHeTS TR & AV AAF-AaeT 7 FH! HHATT 1 TqmTd
fRar gl

Its founder Rajan Ravichandran says, “This is a wonderful surprise, we have been knocking
at many doors to bring in awareness of salt reduction in the public health sector.

S8 TEATTh TateT MG el 8, “Tg Toh GUG 3R B, §H Widolfeloh TareLy &1 H 1o oh
QI FY HH T & I FTEHAT ol & [oIT FS eIarell I a&de o i 21

It can be very powerful in changing the way people consume salt.
agaﬁ?ﬁa:méaﬁa:aﬁé?ﬁaaaﬁﬁagaqmam‘s‘l

We just have to go back to 2005, where the campaign initiated by Graham MacGregor of the
World Action on Salt, Sugar and Health, resulted in a reported 30% reduction of salt in bread,
in the U.K.”

&H hael 2005 T 31X SW=TT 19T, 3§ World Action on Salt, Sugar and Health & Graham
MacGregor GaRT & TohT 7T AT o TROUTAETRY T9e 7 o5 & o7aeh ohl A1 H Hidd X
9T 30% T FHHAT 7S A7)

G. Sengottuvelu, senior interventional cardiologist, Apollo Hospitals, explains further, “Excess
salt is one of the most important and preventable contributors to high blood pressure, heart
attack and stroke.”
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37aTelY BIRPTCEH o ANTS ST HISTAITOIES Sit. HANEEA T T &, “3Hca e FHb
3T (@AM, FEATATd AR TEF & Had HgeaqoT 3R Ueh ST Hehel dTel HROM H T Th 17

e His argument is that Indians’ preference for salty food is largely an acquired habit, often
beginning in childhood, and the palate can adapt when salt is gradually reduced.

3eTen! T © T TRt Y stovehier sivrer & Wi oig {&aaT: 3ol 31med §, S 3ere) qade &
YE BICH §, R ST 7k AT - T T STl § A T TodT S8 3HeT8T Gof Hehell & |

e Cutting down salt is a simple change that can make a major difference to cardiovascular
health — less salt today can mean lower blood pressure, fewer heart attacks, and fewer
strokes tomorrow.

THP HH T Udh U 6T §, 1) EeT-Hdga) AT H J37 37T o ohdT & — 3ol
STHF T UdeT ol HH IFAUT, HH FEATHTT 3 FH TEIF HT FROT g7 ThdT g

e As Tamil Nadu rolls out its programme, hopefully with scientific vigour and cultural sensitivity,
other States will do well to watch and emulate.

S-S AACATS 379 SHIRAh T o] HT &, M ¢ o Sarferer goar AR arepfas
HaeTMeTdT &A1Y, 377 T 8l 50 W AT ST 3R HHT 37TehI0T YT |

e Ifitis possible to cut down hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and kidney disease with
adjusting the size of a single pinch, then, why not?

I Toh Geeht Faeh hT HHT T ARSI Hleh Ie @], §eI-Haga a1 A 7& A oy
T e AT THT g, A OAT F4T o fohaT STT?

Tamil Nadu’s Campaign to Reduce Salt
Intake

e Tamil Nadu’s proposed salt-reduction mission is a preventive public-health
initiative aimed primarily at reducing hypertension (high blood pressure),
cardiovascular disease, stroke and kidney disease.

e Its importance lies in addressing a major risk factor—excess dietary salt—before it
produces serious disease.

Why Does the Human Body Need Salt?

Common salt is sodium chloride (NaCl). Sodium is an essential electrolyte, meaning a
mineral carrying an electrical charge in body fluids. In appropriate quantities, sodium helps
maintain:

e Fluid and electrolyte balance

e Transmission of nerve impulses
e Muscle contraction

o Normal physiological functioning

Thus, the objective is not to eliminate salt, but to prevent its excessive consumption.

How Does Excess Salt Cause Hypertension?

e The relationship can be understood simply:
e Excess sodium — greater water retention — increased blood volume — greater
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pressure on arterial walls — higher blood pressure

e Persistent hypertension damages blood vessels and increases the long-term risk of
heart attack, stroke and kidney disease.

e For example, a person may avoid adding much table salt but still consume excessive
sodium through packaged snacks, pickles, sauces, instant noodles and other ultra-
processed foods. Therefore, “hidden salt” is also important.

e The material notes average daily salt consumption of about 8.9 g among Indian men
and 7.1 g among women, compared with the WHO recommendation of less than 5
g of salt per adult per day.

Why is Tamil Nadu Taking Action?

e The immediate concern is the high burden of hypertension. The cited 2024 study
estimated adult hypertension prevalence in Tamil Nadu at approximately 33.9%b,
compared with a national figure of 28.5%.

e Therefore, salt reduction is being treated not merely as an individual dietary choice
but as a population-level preventive health intervention.

Tamil Nadu’s Proposed Action Plan

e A particularly important feature is a State-wide survey using urine samples to
scientifically estimate salt consumption. This is more objective than simply asking
people how much salt they eat.

e The government also proposes to gradually reduce salt in publicly provided food,
including meals served through the Nutritious Meal Programme, 1CDS centres,
government hospitals and hostels.

e Another proposal is to examine lower-sodium salt substitutes. Such products
typically replace part of the sodium chloride with another salt, often potassium
chloride. The WHO issued guidance in January 2025 supporting lower-sodium salt
substitutes containing potassium for many adults, while identifying important
exceptions, including people with kidney impairment or conditions that
compromise potassium excretion.

e Public awareness would complement these measures by encouraging people to read
food labels, taste food before adding salt and use herbs, spices and other natural
flavouring ingredients.

Link with Hypertension Treatment

Prevention alone is insufficient for people who already have hypertension. Tamil Nadu
therefore intends to strengthen detection, counselling and treatment through Makkalai
Thedi Maruthuvam, its community-based healthcare outreach programme, and other
public-health institutions.

This creates a useful continuum:

Measure salt intake — Reduce population consumption — Screen for hypertension —
Counsel patients — Provide medicines — Monitor outcomes
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How EU plans to keep children under 15
away from social media

EU is considering age-based rules that would restrict children’s access to social media, video-sharing platforms, Al chatbots and online games; the

proposal would place new responsibilities on technology companies, including age verification, safer recommendation systems, parental controls

|n]!n Xavier

he European Union is
considering a major change to
the way children access the

internet, and it could affect
everything from kids using Instagram,
TikTok, YouTube, and various Al
chatbots.

‘Under a proposal being prepared by
the European Commission, per a report
by Reuters, children under 15 could face
restrictions on creating and using
accounts across a wide range of digital
services.

The EU’s plan is part of the EU Kids
Act, which is aimed at making digital
services safe for children, and it comes at
a time when governments around the
world are grappling with growing
concerns over how digital platforms affect
children’s well-being.

Social media platforms have come
under increasing scrutiny over how they
design their applications to be addictive
and serve harmful content that is
powered by recommendation algorithms.

Rather than imposing one rule on
every child, the EU proposal would create
different levels of access based on age.

Children aged 15 and above would be
able to create their own accounts.

For children aged 13 and 14, access to
social media and video-sharing platforms
would require parents to get involved.

Parents could create introductory
accounts for their children, with
restrictions on contacts and time spent on
the platforms.

For children between 3 and 12,
accounts would be controlled entirely by
parents. Their access would be limited to
services considered suitable for children
and required to meet stronger safety
standards.

The proposal could potentially ban
access to digital platforms for children
under 3.

The exact rules could still change
before the plan is formally presented and
negotiated with EU governments and the
European Parliament.

One of the more significant aspects of
the proposal is its broad scope.

Beyond social platforms

The rules would not stop at platforms like
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and
YouTube. They would also cover Al
chatbots and online gaming platforms,
bringing a much wider part of children’s
digital lives under the proposed
framework.

The proposal is being framed based on
the idea that children’s internet use is no
longer limited to scrolling through social
feeds. They text Al chatbots, play games
online, watch videos that are

Tech platforms have been

ing that they already have
safeguards in place, as major
social media applications have set
a minimum sign-up age of 13; but
critics have complained that age
limits on paper are not enough

algorithmically recommended and chat
with other users across numerous
platforms.

The bloc’s views on the overall digital
ecosystem could make the path ahead for
social platforms and consumer-facing Al
applications a bit difficult, as they will
have to take up new responsibilities.

More responsibilities for platforms
Platforms could be required to reduce
features designed to encourage
engagement and limit exposure to
harmful recommendation feeds. They
would also need to make it easier for
children to report inappropriate content.

They will need to provide parents with
stronger tools to control what their
children see and how long they spend on
their services.

Age verification could become an
important requirement as social media
and video-sharing platforms would need
to verify a user’s age when a new account
is created.

Online gaming platforms would have to
check age before allowing children to
download games.

Apart from features that control the

use of these applications, tech companies
could also be expected to pay for the
system, as the bloc could propose a
supervisory fee to fund regulatory
enforcement and oversight.

Child and the digital ecosystem

The EU’s proposal comes amid a growing
clamour of voices wanting clear
guardrails over a child’s relationship with
the digital ecosystem.

Tech platforms have been arguing that
they already have safeguards in place, as
major social media applications have set a
minimum sign-up age of 13.

But critics have complained that age
limits on paper are not enough if
platforms cannot reliably determine how
old their users actually are.

The EU’s proposed approach would
shift more of the responsibility onto
technology companies, while giving
parents greater control over younger
children’s online activities. This could
mean fewer ways for children to sign up
for popular social applications on their
own.

Tech firms, on the other hand, will
have to operate more carefully in the bloc
as rules governing how they verify users,
design their platforms and recommend
content to younger audiences will
structurally change.

This proposal still has a long way to go
before becoming law. The European
Commission will need to work with EU
member states and the European
Parliament, and the final rules could look
different from the current draft.

21S9. How EU plans to keep children under 15 away from social media

EU 15 % § % 31 & Teai $1 Wrerad AfEAr § g7 @ A doar Fq T @re

e The European Union is considering a major change to the way children access the internet,
and it could affect everything from kids using Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, and various Al
chatbots.

U W (European Union)aﬁm?ﬂ%@*ﬁﬁwﬁwwmw
@I &, 3R $HeT 7T STal §aRT Instagram, TikTok, YouTube 3R faffie=t Al deaica &
3T H ol g 3 {131l e I3 HhT o

e Under a proposal being prepared by the European Commission, per a report by Reuters,
children under 15 could face restrictions on creating and using accounts across a wide range
of digital services.

Reuters Eﬁft’ﬁ?ﬁtﬂéé?aﬁcﬂm European Commission aRT d3R fT 31T 3§ U 9&a1a &
g 15 9§ q A 1Y & sedi i faffiee BfSee Famit R @ a7 AR 3efehr 3TN e |

gfdetl &1 THAT FAT IS bl & |

e The EU’s plan is part of the EU Kids Act, which is aimed at making digital services safe for
children, and it comes at a time when governments around the world are grappling with
growing concerns over how digital platforms affect children’s well-being.

EU & AIsteT EU Kids Act o1 T6EaT 8, Toraeht 3eged f3foree damsit it st & forw griard
ST §, AR Tg T THT A T 3TS & ST g7 91 hT TR 4 Sl il & 7 W@ 8 &
f3fSieer colewie sTal & wedmr FI forg TR Tenfad #id 2
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Social media platforms have come under increasing scrutiny over how they design their
applications to be addictive and serve harmful content that is powered by recommendation
algorithms.

Herer HTSAT CAChIAT T SH ST T A Tl SiTa-Tsdrel 81 W & foh 3 39 gt i fora
YR & STt aTelT ST & 3K recommendation algorithms GaRT HaTfold glfeihReh TTHAT

R B

Rather than imposing one rule on every child, the EU proposal would create different levels of

access based on age.
T ST I U g I A e & Fof, EU T T 31 & TR I T S 37e097-37e09

Fax fereiia e
Children aged 15 and above would be able to create their own accounts.
15 a¥ 3R 38R HAF Y F T 9 TG & W o1 Fhal |

For children aged 13 and 14, access to social media and video-sharing platforms would
require parents to get involved.

13 3v 14 ﬁﬁm*aﬁ%ﬁvmmmﬁmmm&wuﬁaﬁwqﬁﬁm-
T 1 iRy 3TaeTe gref|

Parents could create introductory accounts for their children, with restrictions on contacts and
time spent on the platforms.

HATAT-FdT 379+ Tt & fow YRAF @1 F7 Fehel, Tt Fuet 3R Celehid W 9w St arer
AT W gfaaer giet|

For children between 3 and 12, accounts would be controlled entirely by parents.

3W 12 a¥ Y I F Fel & fIT @reil 1 G701 G o AT-far & 9rd gham|

Their access would be limited to services considered suitable for children and required to
meet stronger safety standards.

3N IE T 3+ a3 b WA QN S St o fIw Sugeret A Sia § 3R e rftren
FOR FI&TT ATHI Y G AT 11|

The proposal could potentially ban access to digital platforms for children under 3.

TE IEATT HHITAT T § 38 A HA 1Y & Foal & o e colewial T Tga R afases oo
HhdT gl

The exact rules could still change before the plan is formally presented and negotiated with
EU governments and the European Parliament.

3T IISHeTT 1 IaTRer §9 @ Y& i 3R EU THRT 94T European Parliament & &
T fhT STer A Ugel 3% GeIF fAIAT 7 3784 o7 Igea & Tohdl o

One of the more significant aspects of the proposal is its broad scope.

SH YEATd T Teh 31T Ageaqul Ige] $HHT A9 SR ¢ |

Beyond social platforms

YUl CATHIA T 3T

The rules would not stop at platforms like Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube.
¥l Facebook, Instagram, TikTok 3R YouTube 3% Tolehia! deh TIAT 6T 63T |

They would also cover Al chatbots and online gaming platforms, bringing a much wider part of
children’s digital lives under the proposed framework.

T Al FedieH X JTerargeT AT cewiAt o1 o anfier e, Tod gar & Bfaed sfaa #r
Fer 318 e REar yEaifad e & 3iderd 31T STUam|

The proposal is being framed based on the idea that children’s internet use is no longer
limited to scrolling through social feeds.
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g UEATT 39 faOR IR IMTRA & foh ITai ol Seeic 3UANT T hadl AIrel BIFH I ThieT Hlot
ds OfAd 6T 1§ AT |

e They text Al chatbots, play games online, watch videos that are algorithmically recommended
and chat with other users across numerous platforms.

q Al Aeaiey Y e dord ¢, Jierensr A @ard §, Temew garT srepeifia Aiftat dwa ¢ 3k
AP CATHIAT 9T 3T 3TANTHAT3H ¥ A€ FQ &

e The bloc’s views on the overall digital ecosystem could make the path ahead for social
platforms and consumer-facing Al applications a bit difficult, as they will have to take up new
responsibilities.

oy Rfree i fRufaeh a9 X aeg & faam divrer coewiat 3R STslerdr-shigd Al 3w
o foIT 31M3Y T 378 T o S TolT Fehdl &, F1Toh 3og TS [STFAerRET 3o giaft|

More responsibilities for platforms

caehiAT & fore 3t foFaRar

e Platforms could be required to reduce features designed to encourage engagement and limit
exposure to harmful recommendation feeds.

CACTHIAT T STRITHAT FEHIINAT TGt & FAT IR $Y 71§ FRAemait 1 v a3l 3R grfaeren
recommendation feeds & Hu® HI TfAT I & AT a1 fRam 57 ThaT B

e They would also need to make it easier for children to report inappropriate content.
3o Sedl & ToIT regfare WralY Y RUIE e o e a=rer g

e They will need to provide parents with stronger tools to control what their children see and
how long they spend on their services.

3og ATT-TIT I 3 I1d &l fAIAT el & ToIv 317 TeardT 3YHI0T 3T lel gier foh 3eTch
I FIT WA g 3R IAHT Jar3it W fhdar FA7 fada g

e Age verification could become an important requirement as social media and video-sharing
platforms would need to verify a user's age when a new account is created.

3T WY (Age verification) Teh HgedqUT 3TARTehdll SaT Hehll &, FiToh FIrer #HfsAT 3R
TSN QAR CRHIAT T AT WIAT FATT ST & FHIT STANTHAT hT 3T HATAT el gHaf |

¢ Online gaming platforms would have to check age before allowing children to download
games.

ifeTerTger ATHIT CATHIAT I TTUT I IH SI3AAS Flel T HTHTT Gt T TG SeTehT 3T 1 ST
AT gty

e Apart from features that control the use of these applications, tech companies could also be
expected to pay for the system, as the bloc could propose a supervisory fee to fund regulatory
enforcement and oversight.

ol TN & 3TN bl AT et arelt Glaenait o 3rear, T Fufadi & g7 Jomel & fow
AT et hT S ITAETT BT ST Hehell &, FiTh Topg framerdhir srareter 3R famett & faadyor &
foT Teh 870 g[ee ST Y HehdlT 5

Child and the digital ecosystem
w1 3R B aRfeufadr ax

e The EU’s proposal comes amid a growing clamour of voices wanting clear guardrails over a
child’s relationship with the digital ecosystem.

EU T Y&dTd U THT H 31T § 39 923 & f2feree REUfash a7 & gy #e¢r & v Tose
GRATT-TATY TR Feey Y AT et aTelt Jraret 3¢ W

e Tech platforms have been arguing that they already have safeguards in place, as major social
media applications have set a minimum sign-up age of 13.
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Coh CICWIAT T e T8T ¢ Toh 3oTeh IT Tgel A €1 Y&l 3UT His[e 8, Fifeh Jo7@ |ierer #fsar
TSN o TofTetoT & fow sgetc# 3y 13 a¥ fuifa s & B

e But critics have complained that age limits on paper are not enough if platforms cannot
reliably determine how old their users actually are.

et 3t $r Reprad & f afe coewre g8 faaeia 7 & AR 787 e d@a 6 396
3UZNIThcll aEd H fohclal a & &, o shael sharel I fAeTRel 3y HATC g2iied +7eh &1

o The EU’s proposed approach would shift more of the responsibility onto technology
companies, while giving parents greater control over younger children’s online activities.

EU T J&dTidd gfteenor 3feren forraerT slefardr safaat o3 srerem, Safe Ardr-far e
<t Y 3iferemser afafaferat g 3rfe s 2o

e This could mean fewer ways for children to sign up for popular social applications on their
own

ﬁﬂwﬁm%%ﬁ%%ﬁvmmmﬁwmﬁmmﬂ:ﬁm
FH G AV

e Tech firms, on the other hand, will have to operate more carefully in the bloc as rules
governing how they verify users, design their platforms and recommend content to younger
audiences will structurally change.

oElr 31N, T FUTAAT o) 50 THE A TS AT & SHIH HIAT GIaT, FiTeh SUGTDATIT T
AT A, 3T Cehie T3Sl et 3R e Y aTel &eiehi o Torw ATl T JeRiar iel
& dreh o fAI T et arel T@AT H SXa=cAs® SgaTd 3T

e This proposal still has a long way to go before becoming law.
Hlolel FoTol & Tgel SH TETd i 3787 Teh ofell TishdT & TR &

e The European Commission will need to work with EU member states and the European
Parliament, and the final rules could look different from the current draft.

European Commission &I EU @&¥d orif 3iR European Parliament & a1 T HIH HLeAT
g, 3R 3ifas e adae 78l & 3T gl Tehd § 1

GS Paper Il: International Relations 21 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

21S9 | Senior Taiwan official embarks on rare visit to China for APEC event

drgaTe & aRes ATURRY A APEC FrIhH & frw =fiet Y geler Im=m &

Senior Taiwan official embarks on
rare visit to China for APEC event 21S9. Senior Taiwan official embarks on rare visit to
China for APEC event

drsare & aiss JAFR A APEC FRIFH & fav =isT it
ISt ATAT Q& Y

e Taiwan’s Labour Minister Hung Sun-han left on Sunday for
China to attend an APEC event, the first ministerial-level visit of
President Lai Ching-te’s administration at a time when Beijing has

Ncs R reuers  ramped up pressure against Taipei.
Taiwan’s Labour Minister Hung Sun-han left on Sunday for China to GIEEIGE a? HH J:HT é?l' LG EIGE Tﬁa‘r{' a'?f APEC m ﬁr ATIT @?-T EF

attend an APEC event, the first ministerial-level visit of President Lai
Ching-te’s administration at a time when Beijing has ramped up
pressure against Taipei. “APEC is a very important international,
multilateral economic and trade forum for us,” Mr. Hung said.
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‘i%»ltrih?rrarmgtrl g Teufa o Rer-a & vyeande T gl #H-Tai Irar g, 0 IHT H o9
AT o A8 IR ga1a a1 fgar g

o “APEC is a very important international, multilateral economic and trade forum for us,” Mr.
Hung said.

“APECWWWE?W{UTW, agqmaﬁmsﬁtmmﬁw%,”sﬁgwﬁ
e

APEC — Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

APEC stands for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation. It is a regional economic forum
established in 1989 to promote trade, investment, economic integration and sustainable
growth across the Asia-Pacific region.

Key Facts
Feature APEC
Established 1989
Headquarters/Secretariat Singapore
Members 21 member economies
Nature Economic cooperation forum; not a treaty-based organisation
Decision-making Consensus-based
Commitments Generally voluntary and non-binding
India Not a member

A distinctive feature is that APEC calls its participants “member economies” rather than
“countries”. This terminology permits participation by economies such as Hong Kong,
China and Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) without requiring APEC to resolve questions of
political sovereignty.

21 Member Economies

APEC comprises Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong
(China), Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, United States
and Vietnam.

Why was APEC created?

APEC emerged amid growing economic interdependence across the Pacific. Its broad
objective is to facilitate:

Trade liberalisation — Investment — Regional economic integration — Economic
growth
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Unlike the European Union, APEC does not create supranational laws binding upon its
members. Cooperation is based largely on dialogue, consensus and voluntary
implementation.

Bogor Goals

At the 1994 APEC Summit in Bogor, Indonesia, members adopted the famous Bogor
Goals, seeking free and open trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific.

In 2020, APEC adopted the Putrajaya Vision 2040, which envisages an open, dynamic,
resilient and peaceful Asia-Pacific community by 2040, focusing broadly on trade and
investment, innovation/digitalisation, and sustainable and inclusive growth.

Is India a Member?

No. India is not one of APEC's 21 member economies.

India has expressed interest in joining APEC, and its economic size and Indo-Pacific
importance make the issue significant. However, APEC has not admitted India as a member.

APEC vs ASEAN
Do not confuse the two:

ASEAN is a Southeast Asian regional organisation with 11 members as of 2026, whereas
APEC is a much wider Asia-Pacific economic forum with 21 member economies.

For example, the United States, China, Russia, Canada and Mexico participate in APEC
but are not ASEAN members.

GS Paper Il1: Economy 21 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

21S9 | Serious escalation
TR T
21S9 | Missing measure in India’s magnet mission
R & Hvete e # sreufeya Amds
21S9 | The paradox of self-reliance: India-China trade dynamics
rcATREr &1 fARm T SRa-de IR i fadeiear
21S9 | The copyright stakes in the EU FTA
EU FTA # FidRTse & 3 afa
21S9 | ETFs vs. index funds
ETFs S<11H 3399 %3
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Serious escalation
The new US. law on Russian oil imports
carries more legal weight
T he U.S. Russia Sanctions Act, now signed

into law by President Donald Trump, and

its resultant impending tariffs, present a
new and substantially different escalation of ten-
sions between the U.S. and India. The law pro-
vides the U.S. President the authority to levy ta-
riffs of up to 100% on countries such as India that
import large quantities of Russian oil and gas.
This is more serious than the penal tariffs that Mr.
Trump had levied earlier. The escalation last year
of reciprocal tariffs to 50% on India’s import of
Russian oil was based on an Executive Order, and
could be rescinded through the same method.
This latest Act has been passed by the U.S. Con-
gress and so carries a higher order of legal per-
manence and authority. Mr. Trump will have to
justify in writing to Congress any waiver he wants
to provide. The 50% tariffs hit Indian exports to
the U.S. hard, but the impact was somewhat miti-
gated by exporters sharing the cost with their
American customers. That was, however, a finan-
cially devastating and unsustainable bid to retain
customers. Sharing a 100% tariff will be impossi-
ble for India’s largely micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) exporters. The 100% tariffs
are also over and above the 10% ‘forced labour’
tariffs and the 50% Section 232 tariffs on steel and
aluminium. Indian exports to the U.S. will simply
become too uncompetitive should these new ta-
riffs come to pass. India has three options before
it: cut Russian oil imports, retain those imports
and bear the tariffs, or convince the U.S. to imple-
ment a low tariff using the “up to 100%” phrasing
of the law.

Continuing with Russian oil imports and bear-
ing the tariffs would be a significant blow to In-
dia’s export ambitions and MSMEs. The U.S. is In-
dia’s largest export destination, accounting for
about 20% of its total goods exports. In any case,
historical data have shown that India has usually
complied with U.S. pressure to cut oil imports
from particular countries, including from Russia,
vocal claims of strategic autonomy aside. Finding
other sources will be difficult. Russia accounted
for more than 51% of India’s oil imports as of July
2026, while supplies through the Strait of Hor-
muz remain constrained. India will have to chiv-
vy countries such as Oman to hasten their expan-
sion of alternative ports. The price of oil remains
well above $100 a barrel, meaning finding favour-
able deals with new suppliers will be increasingly
difficult. Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
will have much to do during his planned trip to
the U.S. at the end of this month for the G-20
Trade Ministerial. There are still 30 days before
the U.S. can levy its tariffs. India’s ability to se-
cure a low rate will be a true test of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s friendship with Mr. Trump.

customers.
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21S9. Serious escalation
T T

e The U.S. Russia Sanctions Act, now signed into law by President
Donald Trump, and its resultant impending tariffs, present a new and
substantially different escalation of tensions between the U.S. and India.

AR Russia Sanctions Act, ToI& 31e Tsgafd Sieiles god o Hilofel I TS
T g, 3 38 INUITHAETERT 9T STe aTel 3 8e &R, 3R 3T aRa &
ST AT H Teh 7S 3T hTOhT 37197 TR hT TSI T il B

e The law provides the U.S. President the authority to levy tariffs of up
to 100% on countries such as India that import large quantities of Russian oil
and gas.

IE HlefsT IANHT Tegafey &l HR S 37 ST I 100% dF RS ofemet &t
31fPR AT &, S a2 AT F w6 ar 3R I 7 3T A E

e This is more serious than the penal tariffs that Mr. Trump had levied
earlier.

g 31 GaTcHS Rl & 31T 1R §, oo 4t goa o uger er=mma |

e The escalation last year of reciprocal tariffs to 50% on India’s import
of Russian oil was based on an Executive Order, and could be rescinded
through the same method.

oo a¥ 3R GaRT T del & 3TATT W IRETRE ERE FI qGTHT 50% FHTT
U FSRI IS (Executive Order) I 3menRa AT 3R 34T wfehar & Areas

q 38 9 fordT 7 HeheT 2T

e This latest Act has been passed by the U.S. Congress and so carries
a higher order of legal permanence and authority.

31 3Ta TR A FeleAr TR IR TR AR

e Mr. Trump will have to justify in writing to Congress any waiver he
wants to provide.

AT gF 1 i o T (waiver) ST 8191, 3 A & gHeT fofld &9 & 3fad

SEAT BT |

e The 50% tariffs hit Indian exports to the U.S. hard, but the impact
was somewhat mitigated by exporters sharing the cost with their American

50% &R &7 AR FY glet aTer AR 33T &1 7R w7 & wenfaa foram, aferet fAaTaenr
CART 3791 AT FTEHT & ATY AT TS kel H ST TG $T &G I HH §3T|

e That was, however, a financially devastating and unsustainable bid to retain customers.
gTcllfeh, AT T TATT IW=T T g TATH Taeird &7 & faaameray iR 317 an|

e Sharing a 100% tariff will be impossible for India’s largely micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) exporters.

100% SR ST AT FIST AT R & HEAT: Y&, 7Y 3R 77 3gTA (MSME) § 53
faTaent & ToIT 319979 g1am|

e The 100% tariffs are also over and above the 10% ‘forced labour’ tariffs and the 50% Section
232 tariffs on steel and aluminium.

100% R o fAREFT Tgel @ 1] 10% “forced labour’ eRW 3R gEdTd U1 TegAifga
AT 37T 50% Section 232 TR oY 1
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Indian exports to the U.S. will simply become too uncompetitive should these new tariffs come
to pass.

e A AT ERE @197 81 &, oY 3R 1 gt aTell AR Tt sreaferen srofarededt g sieam)

India has three options before it: cut Russian oil imports, retain those imports and bear the
tariffs, or convince the U.S. to implement a low tariff using the “up to 100%” phrasing of the
law.

TR & T et faomeT §: Tt a & 3mard & Feltdt w3, Emaﬁaﬁwﬁgﬁm
T AR TgT HIAT, AT P H TIFA “up to 100%” ASETeT T ST It §T AP Y Ha
R 9] et o foT TSl e

Continuing with Russian oil imports and bearing the tariffs would be a significant blow to
India’s export ambitions and MSMEs.

Wéﬂwmaﬁrwﬁg@mmmmmwﬁﬁmﬁamﬁ#&mﬁw
MSMEs 3 [oIT Uk §3T 1eahT B19Tm|

The U.S. is India’s largest export destination, accounting for about 20% of its total goods
exports.

IR R T TG T97 [T e & 3 HRA o ool TE AT H SHAT FEAGT oarstar
20%¢|

In any case, historical data have shown that India has usually complied with U.S. pressure to
cut oil imports from particular countries, including from Russia, vocal claims of strategic
autonomy aside.

Teerel, WgiTies siiest & gar el ¢ % Toreifas Faraar & AER &l & aTasiE, HRd o
IMHAR R & Aigd Fo [TAT M & ol IRATT e el oh AR ST 1 ITefeT o &
Finding other sources will be difficult.

31T HIdl T GISTAT hideT G|

Russia accounted for more than 51% of India’s oil imports as of July 2026, while supplies
through the Strait of Hormuz remain constrained.

eI 2026 Teh SR o el AT 7 T Y FEAERT 51% W 3T Y, Siafeh gt STersaeanes
(Strait of Hormuz) & ATEIH A glet aTelr 3Tt 318 o anferaT &1

India will have to chivvy countries such as Oman to hasten their expansion of alternative
ports.

T T 3NATT S 320 W JohTeTeh S9Nl & f[AEdR H Il o & foIT a1g STef=TT gYemm|

The price of oil remains well above $100 a barrel, meaning finding favourable deals with new
suppliers will be increasingly difficult.

el &Y 1A 100 STeR Ty ST & HIHT SR 511 85 &, Foraent 3 & b a7w mfefenciiait & arer

31Tl e FYAT AR HiSaT el e

Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal will have much to do during his planned trip to the
U.S. at the end of this month for the G-20 Trade Ministerial.

HA MO FA AT M 1 58 HA o 37 A gl dTell G-20 SAMIR ARXEANT 5% & fow
39T GEATAT 3TART I F SR TG FS LAl gIamm|
There are still 30 days before the U.S. can levy its tariffs.

AT aRT 379 ERE T F1er F Tger 3787 30 feet AW |

India’s ability to secure a low rate will be a true test of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
friendship with Mr. Trump.

HH & GiATTHT et shT HRCT T &THACT TUTHAT g RIGY 3R A1 go=q o ey TA=T &t arectiash
qreTT graf|
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Missing measure in India’s magnet mission

ost Indians
know the
parable of
several blind
men trying to describe an
elephant. One touches its
trunk and believes it is a
snake. Another feels its leg
and insists it is a pillar. None
is entirely wrong, vet none
sees the whole animal.
India’s strategy for
advancing its cutting-edge
technologies, aimed at
becoming a global
manufacturing leader,
carries the risk of making a
similar mistake. From EV
motors and semiconductor
fabrication facilities to
precision manufacturing
machineries, at the heart of
each lies an unassuming
component: the high-
performance permanent
magnet. They serve as the
silent operating system of
industrial acceleration.
Magnets are not all the
same. Ferrite, Alnico and
Samarium-Cobalt magnets
continue to serve important
industrial applications. Yet
Neodymium-Iron-Boron
(NdFeB) magnets have
become the backbone of
energy transition and
advanced manufacturing
because no other
commercially available
permanent magnet
combines comparable
magnetic strength with such

a high power-to-weight ratio.

Recognising its importance,
India has begun
strengthening its critical
minerals and rare earth
element strategy through
initiatives such as the
National Critical Mineral
Mission, overseas mineral
acquisitions, expanded
geological exploration, and
PLI schemes.

However, China’s tight
export controls on
rare-earth magnets and
materials in April 2025 not
only revealed the
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The strategic
question is not
simply whether
India possesses
rare-earth
resources or
whether imports
from China can
be reduced. The
real policy
challenge is
understanding
what happens in
between

deep-seated vulnerabilities in
global industrial value
chains, but also the limits of
our understanding. For
India, the primary
vulnerability does not stem
from a shortage of critical
minerals; rather, it lies in the
absence of a comprehensive
framework to pinpoint where
strategic technological
dependence is cultivated,
accumulated and propagated
throughout the permanent
magnet value chain.

The journey of a magnet
Consider a simple example.
India’s Annual Survey of
Industries estimates the
domestic permanent magnet
market at around 750 crore.
Yet international trade
statistics indicate import
values several times larger
than that entire reported
market. The gap may reflect
differences in statistical
coverage, industrial
classification or supply-chain
accounting. Whatever the
explanation, policymakers
face a troubling reality: they
cannot confidently explain
where all these magnets
enter the economy or how
they move through it. In
other words, parts of India’s
permanent magnet economy
appear to exist without being
fully visible in statistics.
Unlike other products,
permanent magnets pass
through a long technological
journey. Geological
exploration leads to mining.
Mining feeds mineral
processing. Processing
enables chemical separation.
Separation produces oxides,
which are refined into
metals, transformed into
alloys, engineered into
magnetic materials, and
finally manufactured into
finished magnets. Each stage
demands different scientific
knowledge, industrial
capability and technological
maturity. This is why

discussions on critical
minerals frequently miss the
real point. The strategic
question is not simply
whether India possesses
rare-earth resources or
whether imports from
China can be reduced. The
real policy challenge is
understanding what
happens in between.
Although India has
developed capabilities
across several stages of
permanent magnet
manufacturing, the country
still lacks a systematic way
of identifying where those
capabilities are globally
competitive, where critical
gaps persist, and how
dependence accumulates
across production stages.
India’s statistical system
provides only a partial
picture of what is mined,
imported, manufactured.
One way to bridge this
gap is through an Integrated
Techno-Economic Mapping
(ITEM) framework which
presently is a missing piece
in India’s industrial policy
toolkit. Such a framework
brings together information
on engineering and
economic measurement to
show how a permanent
magnet is built, from
minerals in the ground to
the finished products that
power advanced
manufacturing. More
importantly, it would
identify where industrial
capability should be built,
where technological
partnerships become
essential, and where
domestic investment would
yield the greatest strategic
return. A country may
secure mineral resources
yet remain dependent if it
lacks processing and
manufacturing capabilities.
Bridging this
measurement gap is not an
academic exercise; it is an
industrial imperative.

21S9. Missing measure in India’s magnet mission

HRA & Heeie e # sequieya ATads

e Most Indians know the parable of several blind men trying to describe an elephant.
TR HRAT 37 g & IR § [aH S A7g1eT caferd Teh grefl &7 quiel el ol 9
ERG RS

e One touches its trunk and believes it is a snake.

T ST 3T Y3 I Tl 3 AT THSIAT &
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Another feels its leg and insists it is a pillar.

GERT 38h U 1 T 3H Teh T8 AT &

None is entirely wrong, yet none sees the whole animal.

ST W IS 871 G g ITerct o181 &, T ot hsS off QX gy A 7T & o

India’s strategy for advancing its cutting-edge technologies, aimed at becoming a global
manufacturing leader, carries the risk of making a similar mistake.

afgen fafa#oT & 3ol 5o7a) & 3eeed O rcamefare wieAfafrat @ 3t e i s
TOTAITT H ST TR FT T et SANEH g

From EV motors and semiconductor fabrication facilities to precision manufacturing
machineries, at the heart of each lies an unassuming component: the high-performance
permanent magnet.

EV #AYedl 3R defisrzeret fasior giaemsit & S wédiw Rfastor meiiadl as, s d gds &
he; ¥ Teh HTUROT-HT @ dTell Teeh gielm §: 3ea-yaela ¥urt ga% (high-performance
permanent magnet)|

They serve as the silent operating system of industrial acceleration.

3 e foren derar & 7% sitfer fRvesd & &9 7 3 Fd §

Magnets are not all the same.

T ok T I 7 B |

Ferrite, Alnico and Samarium-Cobalt magnets continue to serve important industrial
applications.

rge, Tfeast IR TARTH-FlaTee gaF AgcaqoT el aaei & 37d o 39T fhe
Ik
Yet Neodymium-Iron-Boron (NdFeB) magnets have become the backbone of energy

transition and advanced manufacturing because no other commercially available permanent
magnet combines comparable magnetic strength with such a high power-to-weight ratio.

RT3 FrnfSfrer-amaer-aRieT (NdFeB) 9@ 3oit @sharor 3R 3eeid fafersfior &t O &t 1w
g, FlTeh TR T T 3T IS 3w TR Ydeh Tolaid Yaehg ferel T golel 3T
AfFT-R AT (power-to-weight ratio) & | HIMSI LT |

Recognising its importance, India has begun strengthening its critical minerals and rare earth

element strategy through initiatives such as the National Critical Mineral Mission, overseas
mineral acquisitions, expanded geological exploration, and PLI schemes.

$Hh FEd T TgdIed] §U, 3N o TG Ageaqur @ierst AT (National Critical Mineral
Mission), fagel & @fersr afteafaat s st fawaa sig=nfaes seawor ik PLI St
I Igeil o ATETH § 37N Agedqot Wiarail 3 eler FeT Tl Y WA l AT Hetl P&
[ERIN

However, China’s tight export controls on rare-earth magnets and materials in April 2025 not
only revealed the deep-seated vulnerabilities in global industrial value chains, but also the
limits of our understanding.

gTelifeh, 318el 2025 # el SaRT geler #aT Yarehl IR AHFIAT W H3 Tz faz=ror =1 o7 Shaer
afRaeh 3ieNTaTeh Hoa T3t 7 Hisie Tl AT T IER fohaT, aiceh AR HHT I
HAT3T T o T o e

For India, the primary vulnerability does not stem from a shortage of critical minerals; rather, it
lies in the absence of a comprehensive framework to pinpoint where strategic technological
dependence is cultivated, accumulated and propagated throughout the permanent magnet
value chain.

HRT & TIT rafieh AN Ageaqor @At Y F#t & Scueal 7E1 giclt; dfeeh Tg Ueh O 19
el & 37819 3 fAfe &, S 6 TUve &9 § AR < Teh o TUrlY gash H{e s@elt &
TOTATAF dehrelteh! [T et i, Id 3R gaRa aidr 81
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The journey of a magnet
TF o Y AT

Consider a simple example.
Teh Tl 361807 W faar Y|

India’s Annual Survey of Industries estimates the domestic permanent magnet market at
around %750 crore.

$IR T Annual Survey of Industries ERe] TR T:I;dch STSTR T 3T AT ST X750 S

AT S|

Yet international trade statistics indicate import values several times larger than that entire
reported market.

RT3 RSO TR 3ifers T 31T At &1 e &t €, S X RE e oTe eI & oo
U S I 3T 8 |

The gap may reflect differences in statistical coverage, industrial classification or supply-chain
accounting.

g R WTETRT Falsr, A Feffawor a1 srqfef-s@er d@iwa # e} 1 a2 FhdT g
Whatever the explanation, policymakers face a troubling reality: they cannot confidently
explain where all these magnets enter the economy or how they move through it.

=T g St o &Y, NfA-fAeTantt & ams e Ridreds areafdsdr §: 3 Afad s7d I8
TS QT Y Hehd Toh I T Yook 3TcHaEUT & gl AU A & I7 38 3N fohd TR et
g gl

In other words, parts of India’s permanent magnet economy appear to exist without being fully
visible in statistics.

qEY sal &, R T TR ga Irdeaaeyr & T fGHd 0 ueld gl &, foietent sifenst o gt
e Tase &9 ¥ ufates fg@ms w87 &arl

Unlike other products, permanent magnets pass through a long technological journey.
3= 3curel & i, T daeh Tk ofdl Ferelihy AT & o 2

Geological exploration leads to mining.

AT IHAYOT Golol cIoh of SATT B

Mining feeds mineral processing.

GeloT & @S THEHIOT &l ShedT ATl 9Ted gl g |

Processing enables chemical separation.

TEEHOT § TARTAS JUEFHI0T 66 gia ¢

Separation produces oxides, which are refined into metals, transformed into alloys,
engineered into magnetic materials, and finally manufactured into finished magnets.

GUFHIOT A HFAFS TTecl B &, Toiee a3t 7 afsehet famam Sirem &, 6 fAsrencait & aRafda
T ST &, Jaehrg ArAfAT & w9 & faffe forar st & 3R 3idd: duR gawt 7 A fmar
ST gl

Each stage demands different scientific knowledge, industrial capability and technological
maturity.

Tedsh T & T 37e1T-31eleT damiferar AT, iAo averar 3ix aaveiiehy aRaeraar
ELTHAT 8T &

This is why discussions on critical minerals frequently miss the real point.

sAifore Ageayet @fasit o) g1 arell @t e aredfas e @1 FAoraiarsT # ol g |

The strategic question is not simply whether India possesses rare-earth resources or whether
imports from China can be reduced.

TOTA oo TReT shaof Ig oT81 & Toh SRl @ UTH GeleT HST HHTH & IT =T8T, 37T el I glet arel
3T T o TR STT FehelT € AT 4T |
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The real policy challenge is understanding what happens in between.
areataes shfderd Ield o5 Tasr & & 3o axoft & A Fr e g

Although India has developed capabilities across several stages of permanent magnet
manufacturing, the country still lacks a systematic way of identifying where those capabilities
are globally competitive, where critical gaps persist, and how dependence accumulates
across production stages.

e R = TArRR o fafasor & g TRolt & &’ i@ 1 g, O off 2ersh ary g
SITYT T & UgdTeTol T IS NI 18T & o F &TACTY gl afgeh TR W gfaeadt §, el
HECTIOT HIFAT 571 g% & HR Scarert 3 fafdeet =Rof & fiaTr fohd 9o sl Sreft &

India’s statistical system provides only a partial picture of what is mined, imported,
manufactured.

SR T FIFETRIT TOITel S STcl T eheret 31ifRIeh TEAR JETT Il & foh 77T GetoT fohar ST &,
FT 3T T ST § 3R o ar R_Afafdia fFar srar g

One way to bridge this gap is through an Integrated Techno-Economic Mapping (ITEM)
framework which presently is a missing piece in India’s industrial policy toolkit.

SH 3T Y YT 3T Teh Aol ThIgrd el lehl-3MMTASF AT =0T (Integrated Techno-
Economic Mapping — ITEM) 2R & ATCIA A §, ST IdAT H HRA & e Aifa sueoi
#H U Ueh HgeaqoT 31 B

Such a framework brings together information on engineering and economic measurement to

show how a permanent magnet is built, from minerals in the ground to the finished products
that power advanced manufacturing.

T ST genferaer 3R 3T Arder & TR GaeA3i 1 U |1 A g, aifes T e S
T [ STt 7 Alse WiAel & ot 3eae fafaiHTor &t erfed Jeme ¥e arel IR 3cural deh U
TR Yoo fohd TehR T grar &

More importantly, it would identify where industrial capability should be built, where
technological partnerships become essential, and where domestic investment would yield the
greatest strategic return.

SHY T AEcaqUT ITd TG © o TE Tgdletel 3 HerIdT a1 foh e arerar gl fasfaa
ST TR, gl it ATETRAT TS & AT § IR Fal eve] fder & Haifres orefas
gfater 9Tc 8191

A country may secure mineral resources yet remain dependent if it lacks processing and
manufacturing capabilities.

Ty o1 o T WifetoT HaTereT FRIAT &1 Tt ©, T 8 T 38k urer wreanoT 31X faforsfor
&THATHT &7 379779 &, Y 98 AR a7 3§ ThaT B
Bridging this measurement gap is not an academic exercise; it is an industrial imperative.

S ATYT FaH} 3R I ITCAT hdol Teh IRIGTHS AT 76 ¢; Ig U dtgafas sfaardar g
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The paradox of self-reliance: India-China trade dynamics

While India is steadily building its manufacturing capabilities, that expansion remains deeply embedded in China-centric, import-dependent supply chains

| DATA POINT |

Surendar Singh

fter the bilateral meeting
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping on the si-
delines of the BRICS summit in
Delhi on September 12, India said
the two leaders had underlined
the need to address each other’s
concerns, including “structural
trade imbalance and supply chain
issues”. This assumes significance
as the widening trade deficit with
China reveals a central paradox in
India’s ambitious Atmanirbhar
Bharat mission to bolster domestic
manufacturing and reduce depen-
dence on global supply chains,
with China as the implicit target.
India is steadily building its ma-
nufacturing and export capabili-
ties. However, that expansion re-
mains deeply embedded in
China-centric, import-dependent
supply chains — creating what may
be called the “assembly trap” of
selfreliance.  Bilateral  trade
touched $167.6 billion in 2025 but
has become asymmetric, with im-
ports from China rising much fas-
ter than India’s exports (Chart 1).
Exports to China remained
broadly stagnant between 2021
and 2025, while imports rose
sharply by about 71% from $87.5
billion to $149.5 billion in the same
period - highlighting persistent
structural weaknesses in India’s
manufacturing and trade competi-
tiveness. Nearly 70% of India’s im-
ports from China are intermediate
goods and another 22% capital
goods (Chart 2). This composition
shows that the India-China trade
deficit is not simply a consequence
of Indian consumers buying Chi-
nese finished products. It reflects
deeper structural asymmetries in
manufacturing capability and
technological dependence, with
India’s reliance on Chinese supply
chains extending into the manu-
facturing system as inputs, compo-
nents and semi-processed goods.

The trends in India’s top five im-
port categories from China bet-
ween 2021 and 2025 (Table 1) re-
veal that this reliance has
deepened rather than diversified,
despite initiatives such as Make in
India and the Phased Manufactur-
ing Programme (PMP). The com-
bined value of the top five catego-
ries of imports rose from $19
billion in 2021 to $34.6 billion in
2025 - close to one-fourth of total
imports from China, showing that
India’s import basket has become
more concentrated in a few elec-
tronics-related categories. That te-
lecom equipment, laptops and in-
tegrated circuits remain in the top
five shows that India’s electronics
assembly is still structurally ex-
posed to Chinese supply chains.

India has emerged as a major
hub for mobile phone assembly,
but the share of imported parts
and components has risen sharply
from 3.3% of the import basket in
2022 to 10.1% in 2025 (Chart 3) —
revealing the contradiction in that
success story: it has been shaped,
at least so far, by downstream as-
sembly rather than by a deep dom-
estic component ecosystem.

Imports of sophisticated inputs
and capital goods can facilitate in-
dustrial upgrading, but they be-
come problematic when the de-
pendence turns  structurally
persistent and domestic firms fail
to build capability in semiconduc-
tors and other precision compo-
nents. In order to resolve such
structural and capability challeng-
es, the focus must shift from incen-
tivising assembly to building dom-
estic technological capability,
innovation, supplier networks and
component ecosystems. The res-
ponse should not be blanket res-
trictions but calibrated tariffs on
parts and components, designed
to nurture segments of domestic
manufacturing value chains.

India should focus on enhanc-
ing access to global value chains
while building domestic capabili-
ties, so that critical technological
dependencies do not harden into
strategic vulnerabilities.

Structural
asymmetry

The data for the charts were sourced
from the World Integrated Trade
Solution (WITS), developed by the
World Bank in collaboration with
the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
Surendar Singh is an Associate
Professor at O.P. Jindal Glabal
University, Sonipat. Views expressed 3
in this article are personal i st

CHART 1: India's exports to China has remained broadly stagnant between 2021-2025, while imports rose sharply from

$87.5 billion to $149.5 billion in the same period, resulting in the widening trade deficit Valuesin $ billion

Imports from China I Trade deficit 1495
122 127

I Exports to China

102.2

875

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

CHART 2: Intermediate and capital goods accounted for the CHART 3: The share of India’s imports of components, used
majar share of different categories of India’s imports from for manufacturing mobile phones, from China has risen
China in 2025, as shown in this chart 10.1%

69.7%

22%

8.2%

0.1% 0 T T T T

Consumption  Others 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Intermediate Capital
goods goods

TABLE 1: India’s import basket from China has been persistently concentrated in a few electronics-related categories rather
than becoming more diversified over the years, indicating India’s continued reliance on China for its manufacturing

India’s top five imports from China ($ billion)

Total imports (§ bn) | Product groups | Top five imports (sbn) [Share

2021 87.5 Laptops, telecom parts, LED/solar cells, ICs and transmission 19.0 21.7%
2022 1022 Laptaps, ICs, Telecom parts and Li-ion batteries 19.0 18.6%
2023 122.0 Telecom parts, ICs, laptops, LED/solar cells and mobile phones 263 21.5%
2024 127.0 Telecom parts, laptops, ICs, LED/solar cells and mobile phones 295 23.3%
2025 1495 Telecom parts, laptops, ICs, mobile phones and silver 346 23.2%

21S9. The paradox of self-reliance: India-China trade dynamics

HATCATARET ST AT HRA-HIeT AR Y arfaefierar

After the bilateral meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Delhi on September 12, India said the two
leaders had underlined the need to address each other’s concerns, including “structural trade

imbalance and supply chain issues”.

12 fadsR &I feeel # 3MATST BRICS fr@y @FAd & 3a TUTIHAT aig AlGl 3R AT &

Tregafer o TSrTiier & oy efavaiiar dae & STe; TR o el fob alal A3t o Teh-gar 1 R=Ridmai,

TSeTe “HRaaTeHs AR Jrdqere AR Irqfet s@ar waeh e ofr anfder §, 1 gy et
3MaRIHdT W e feram|

This assumes significance as the widening trade deficit with China reveals a central paradox
in India’s ambitious Atmanirbhar Bharat mission to bolster domestic manufacturing and
reduce dependence on global supply chains, with China as the implicit target.

Ig HEcaqUT § FiTeh HieT oh ATY TGl SATIR HIET Rl & Hecalehiall HIcATAsi R
(Atmanirbhar Bharat) 3Te # Teh She TARTUTHIE T 3SR T 8, Foraent 3622 oe]
faferaToT @t ot e 3R ARaw 3t saensit o FeRar o e § aur forest 9
ITTT AT h FTH g
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India is steadily building its manufacturing and export capabilities.
IR IR 37911 fafasTor sil At araranait &1 faaTor v W@ e

However, that expansion remains deeply embedded in China-centric, import-dependent
supply chains — creating what may be called the “assembly trap” of self-reliance.

greifich, Ig fAEdR 3787 8Tt er-hferet, 3marey-fovei amafed sjremait ¥ 97e<s & 31 g3m e —
e TS ArcAfAsiar &1 “Irdiaeh ¥4 gl oI TohelT &, I 3o &1 TET 8

Bilateral trade touched $167.6 billion in 2025 but has become asymmetric, with imports from
China rising much faster than India’s exports (Chart 1).

2025 # gfa9eT SATIR 167.6 3R STeR s TgT I12T, AfeheT Tg I § 12T T, Fifeh et
J g1 AT 3T 3R 3 Ty T Jotetl 31 T Jifreh oot § 575 @ € (FE 1))

Exports to China remained broadly stagnant between 2021 and 2025, while imports rose
sharply by about 71% from $87.5 billion to $149.5 billion in the same period — highlighting
persistent structural weaknesses in India’s manufacturing and trade competitiveness.

2021 3i¥ 2025 & ST e T AR FT AT A9 T I TR @7, STafeh 38T 39S & 3mara
ST 71% SGa 87.5 3T 3ok & 149.5 3R 3o &l 3T — it HRA & ffa#Tor 3y samur
yfEqeicasha 7 Fofl §§ TAATHS FHAMN AT Pl SR T B

Nearly 70% of India’s imports from China are intermediate goods and another 22% capital
goods (Chart 2).

T & HR o ST 70% HTATT HEATdT aEqU & 3R 377 229% Geferd a€q¢ & (T 2)|

This composition shows that the India-China trade deficit is not simply a consequence of
Indian consumers buying Chinese finished products.

g TITAT 2Tl & foh (TRA-Nel SATIR €T hdof AR 3THFATIN GaRT dletl IR 391G
TcsY T IROTH FET 1

It reflects deeper structural asymmetries in manufacturing capability and technological
dependence, with India’s reliance on Chinese supply chains extending into the manufacturing
system as inputs, components and semi-processed goods.

g fafaATor avear 3t e AsRar 7 el Txaarcas RAwAanst #F gifar &, STal der
3l HEel3iT OR R T AIRAT gAYe, Teehl IR ITE-TEEhd TEI3HT o & # fATFAHTOT Fomelr
e faEqa 81

The trends in India’s top five import categories from China between 2021 and 2025 (Table 1)
reveal that this reliance has deepened rather than diversified, despite initiatives such as Make
in India and the Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP).

2021 31k 2025 & &= T T TR Fr o gt AT ATORAY F TSI (Arferedr 1) g &
Make in India 31X Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP) St Ugell & STdsic I8
forsiaT fafaeiierd et & Sofrar 3R 16l g5 ¥

The combined value of the top five categories of imports rose from $19 billion in 2021 to
$34.6 billion in 2025 — close to one-fourth of total imports from China, showing that India’s
import basket has become more concentrated in a few electronics-related categories.

S ofer 3Ty AT T HYFA Hed 2021 F 19 3N STe § TG 2025 H 34.6 I STor &
AT — i HieT & gleT aTel Frel AT ShT SIITSHIT Ueh-THUTS & 3R ERATelT § o $TRT ohr JTaer Sl
O gelFi-aatl Ao & 318 R & TS &

That telecom equipment, laptops and integrated circuits remain in the top five shows that
India’s electronics assembly is still structurally exposed to Chinese supply chains.

I 2T foh qTEAR 3UFT, Auerq 3R v 99 (integrated circuits) %ﬂﬁrtnw?rﬁaﬁgtf
£, G ¥ o R &1 gageifaeTa srdiwel &1 3130 off TRaeters &9 & et 3mafed siensit &
gf HageTeler g1

India has emerged as a major hub for mobile phone assembly, but the share of imported
parts and components has risen sharply from 3.3% of the import basket in 2022 t0 10.1% in
2025 (Chart 3) — revealing the contradiction in that success story: it has been shaped, at
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least so far, by downstream assembly rather than by a deep domestic component ecosystem.
SR FETEe PIeT Il 3 T ST S o €9 # 39 8, Akt o it 3R e
REASRY 2022 7 3MATA ST & 3.3% W §Ga 2025 H 10.1% &1 1S § (A€ 3) — St SH heldT
Y STl H TARTUTHIH T 3SR AT &: HH-H-he 330 Teh, Tg Ueh gL el T TR FPafaehr
AT & T HEA: SIBACAA el SaRT e foram arar g1

Imports of sophisticated inputs and capital goods can facilitate industrial upgrading, but they
become problematic when the dependence turns structurally persistent and domestic firms
fail to build capability in semiconductors and other precision components.

Seell goTYe IR Gollere avq3it o1 AT JiieN e SeetareT sl G o1 Fehel &, Aot T T
TSR ATe=IcHs T & TR g1 ST § 3R eRe] huferdl AHAFSFT T 3T Felh g A
&THAT fahfad et H TAhel g &, I Tg AT 51 AT ¢

In order to resolve such structural and capability challenges, the focus must shift from
incentivising assembly to building domestic technological capability, innovation, supplier
networks and component ecosystems.

U AT AR arar wareht geifoat @ oy we & fv egre el #l iicaed a3 &
TR R Adhe1hT &TAT, AaTaR, Irqfefawat secad iR aew wRPafad a3 & fodor w
Higd AT M|

The response should not be blanket restrictions but calibrated tariffs on parts and
components, designed to nurture segments of domestic manufacturing value chains.

wfafshar sardes gfceet & &9 7 a1, afesh gait 3R gedt W wgfaa R & w0 7 gl @Ry,
o= ooy Rfasor e sf@ensit & faffieet st 1 faehf@d sie & fav G & s |
India should focus on enhancing access to global value chains while building domestic

capabilities, so that critical technological dependencies do not harden into strategic
vulnerabilities.

I T EXe], &THATSAT ST FAATOT Xt §T AR A AT Toh TgT gt T &N gl
AT AT, of1feh Ageaqul deheiiehl feRaT? T gl Toreiifares warenfal 7 aRafda o g
Se |
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The copyright stakes in the EU FTA

Draft India-EU FTAs copyright provisions could require changes to India’s Copyright Act and weaken existing exceptions for students, archivists, Internet service

roviders: negotiators must seek to restore the WIPO Copyright Treaty to the National Treatment clause and preserve the country’s digital copyri;

t flexibilities

’ . Threat to Internet service providers
EETLE N Under India’s Copyright Act (Sections THE GIST
52(1)(b) and (c)), Internet service
Zakir Thomas providers (ISPs) and digital intermediaries ¥
Biswait Dhar are shielded from liability for the The draft IP Chapter omits the
temporary, transient copies created in WIPO Copyright Treaty from
ecently, the European RAM and server caches during routine the National Treatment clause
Commission formally data routing. The notice and takedown while retaining its enforcement
requested EU member states regime established under Rule 75 of the mandates on technological
to approve the signing and Copyright Rules, 2013 relies on these protection measures and rights

conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement. Details of the commitments
the two partners have accepted in the
covered areas, including intellectual
property (IP), have also been revealed.
The draft IP Chapter includes detailed
provisions on copyright that require close
examination of their impact on India’s

statutory safe harbours.

‘The FTA draft undermines this
framework by granting rightsholders an
exclusive, unqualified right over all
“temporary or permanent” reproductions
under Article 10.11(a), in contravention of
the Agreed Statements to Article 8 and
Article 10 of the WCT, which exempt

management information
-

Astrict anti-circumvention
regime could expose students
and security researchers to
liability for bypassing digital
locks while reverse-engineering
software or examining security

digital policy landscape. GETTYIMAGES | transient network copies from copyright O
liability. Exclusion of the WCT from the wulnerabilities
The structural asymmet incidental storage of a work or shift will be borne by India’s academic National Treatment exception could, -

Our assessment is that the provisions in
the draft IP Chapter would necessitate
amendments to India’s Copyright Act,
1957, which is in conformity with
international IP treaties including the
WIPQ Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement.
Though the current provisions explicitly
affirm the commitments of both parties to
these IP treaties, they omit the WCT from
the crucial National Treatment clause
(Article 10.8).

It may be noted that the WCT was
specifically adopted for the protection of
works and the rights of their authors in
the digital environment, particularly
software and databases, while also
providing for technological protection
measures (TPMs). Excluding the WCT
from the National Treatment provisions of
the IP Chapter implies that the limitations
on or exceptions to copyright for digital
works that the WCT provides (Article 10)
would henceforth be unavailable to India.

Limitations and exceptions under the
FTA (Article 10.21) include a narrow
“three-step test”, borrowed from EU
copyright statutes. If the extant
exceptions in India’s Copyright Act are
not preserved, foreign rightsholders
could challenge the exceptions for digital
works available under Section 52 (or “fair
dealing”), including transient or

performance purely in the technical
process of electronic transmission or
communication to the public under
Article 10.11 of the FTA, subjecting them
to civil and criminal remedies.

The danger becomes more apparent
when read alongside Footnote 1 of Article
10.8(1), which expands “protection” to
cover enforcement measures against the
circumvention of TPMs (Article 10.18) and
Rights Management Information (Article
10.19). By including WCT’s enforcement
mandates among the binding obligations
while excluding this treaty from the
National Treatment exceptions, the draft
IP Chapter abandons the WCT’s
principles, namely, balancing authors’
rights with public interest exceptions in
education and research, while providing a
rigid enforcement mandate.

This structural imbalance directly
threatens Section 65A of India’s Copyright
Act, 1957, which deals with TPMs. Section
65A(2) provides exceptions under which
technological protection can be
circumvented, particularly for the
purposes permitted therein. Thus, if a
student or researcher bypasses a digital
lock to perform a lawful act protected
under Section 52, no criminal liability
attaches.

Chilling effect on classrooms, labs
The real-world consequences of this legal

and educational institutions. Under
Sections 52(1)(ab) and (ac) of the
Copyright Act, engineering students and
security researchers are legally permitted
0 observe, test, and reverse-engineer
software to foster interoperability or
uncover critical security vulnerabilities.

Yet, modern software is almost
universally guarded by encryption and
digital access controls.

Under a strict anti-circumvention
regime, a computer science student
breaking a digital lock to inspect code for
system compatibility or security flaws
could be transformed overnight into a
legal offender. Similarly, public libraries
and academic archives face
unprecedented risks. In an era when
historical documents, literature, and
research are increasingly distributed in
digital formats burdened by Digital Rights
Management (DRM), librarians depend on
format-shifting to archive out-of-print
‘works and preserve fragile collections. A
strict anti-circumvention rule would strip
archivists of the legal right to bypass
digital locks for preservation.

Furthermore, as higher education
relies more on electronic materials,
paywalls and DRM controls could
effectively overwrite the public interest
protections established by Indian courts
in Jandmark rulings such as the DU
Photocopy Case.

21S9. The copyright stakes in the EU FTA
EU FTA & HidRmse & 73 ala

Recently, the European Commission formally requested EU member states to approve the

therefore, leave ISPs at risk of legal
challenge, with EU rightsholders exposing
Indian intermediaries to systemic liability.

By agreeing to the draft text, the
negotiators seem to have gone beyond the
Indian Parliament’s mandate as reflected
in the Copyright Act, 1957. Left
uncorrected, this would oblige Parliament
to remove the exceptions covering digital
works in the Act, regardless of whether
the user was engaging in legitimate,
lawful research.

A call for recalibration

India’s policy flexibilities must not be
traded away in bilateral trade bargains.
Our negotiators must insist on targeted
revisions. They should press to re-insert
the WCT into the National Treatment
Clause. India’s rise as a digital
powerhouse rests on a foundation of open
access to knowledge, robust educational
inquiry, and independent technical
research. While deepening trade ties with
the EU is crucial, this must not be at the
expense of our digital sovereignty or our
students’ right to learn. Negotiators must
ensure the availability of statutory
flexibilities in the copyright domain that
keep Indian innovation alive.

(Zakir Thomas is the IPR Chair at National
Law School of India University, Bengaluru
and Biswajit Dhar was the IPR Chair
Professor at JNU)

signing and conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade Agreement.

gl &1 &, JUdRr 3T (European Commission) o 0amieh §9 & EU H&F @it & RA-EU
Had AR §AF (India-EU Free Trade Agreement) 9 g&cT&R el 3R 38 Huee et Y

TIpTd et T 31X R
Details of the commitments the two partners have accepted in the covered areas, including
intellectual property (IP), have also been revealed.

It ATSIERT arT enfAer &vH, foras gigfrss waar (Intellectual Property—IP) 8 enfAer &, &

TR T 375 Tfdaeudnsif 1 fTaaxor 8 aFe 3T gl

The draft IP Chapter includes detailed provisions on copyright that require close examination

of their impact on India’s digital policy landscape.

FHIET IP I A RIS § FUd faEgd Taers i §, e sRa & e Afa
aRgea I 9T Y Mg ST AT g

Public libraries and academic
archives could face restrictions
on format-shifting digital
works, while Internet service
providers could face liability
over temporary copies created
during routine data routing

The structural asymmetry
TIAAICHS HTHATAT

e Our assessment is that the provisions in the draft IP Chapter would necessitate amendments
to India’s Copyright Act, 1957, which is in conformity with international IP treaties including
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the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement.

EHRT 3Tehole & foh FIIGT IP 3CATT & YIGEITAT & Tl ¥R & Copyright Act, 1957 & @iy
3@ g1, ST WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) 3iR Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement Hfg 3TcRRTS¢IT |P It o 3789 & |

Though the current provisions explicitly affirm the commitments of both parties to these IP
treaties, they omit the WCT from the crucial National Treatment clause (Article 10.8).

eI AT TaUT TI5C & F 31 |P w3 ufcl et gedf shr gfcieretransit & gfte #d €,
oiféhet & Fgeaqol National Treatment Clause (Article 10.8) & WCT &I aTg< 3&d &

It may be noted that the WCT was specifically adopted for the protection of works and the
rights of their authors in the digital environment, particularly software and databases, while
also providing for technological protection measures (TPMs).

g T &4 A1 & fo WCT oY T &9 & f3foieer arareror 7 it 3K 37 o@ent &
31T kT &t & forw e aram T, faQiver Wiveaa] 3R 3eae & Faer &, &y &1 3a
Technological Protection Measures (TPMs) &7 8 qrae= g |

Excluding the WCT from the National Treatment provisions of the IP Chapter implies that the
limitations on or exceptions to copyright for digital works that the WCT provides (Article 10)
would henceforth be unavailable to India.

IP 37&4TT & National Treatment STaeITell & WCT &1 STeY T&= &1 3719 & T f3foreer piaai &
foT WCT art yere 1 715 SrdRige datdt HATE a1 319a1E (Article 10) 376 (R & folT 3uceyr
STer giet |

Limitations and exceptions under the FTA (Article 10.21) include a narrow “three-step test”,
borrowed from EU copyright statutes.

FTA & 3ideTa /AT 3i}X 3r9aTe (Article 10.21) Teh Th1oT “three-step test” &Y AMTAT = &,
S EU & IdRISE Sl § forar aran g

If the extant exceptions in India’'s Copyright Act are not preserved, foreign rightsholders could
challenge the exceptions for digital works available under Section 52 (or “fair dealing”),
including transient or incidental storage of a work or performance purely in the technical
process of electronic transmission or communication to the public under Article 10.11 of the
FTA, subjecting them to civil and criminal remedies.

IfE AR & Copyright Act F TdHETT 3T9aTGT &t TS T8 fohaT ST &, af el rfsrRuRs
(rightsholders) @IRT 52 & 3icdTd f3faieer it & forw 3uerstr srqaret At “fair dealing” &t
ToAlT & Fehl 8, FIH FTA & Article 10.11 & T Solrelioleh SHROT AT STaTcll & HIY HAR Y
eheitehl FishT 3 Ty pict AT TeeleT oh1 IEUTRAT AT TR A 3SR &ff AT &, i sad
Tefird safeadl o) diart 3R 3Tt 3Tar o) g #hd 21

The danger becomes more apparent when read alongside Footnote 1 of Article 10.8(1), which
expands “protection” to cover enforcement measures against the circumvention of TPMs
(Article 10.18) and Rights Management Information (Article 10.19).

Article 10.8(1) & Footnote 1 & &Y Jgal W I T AR 3170 TS g1 SA1cr g, i
“protection” T TATAR e TPMs F gIfFHaAR FIA (Article 10.18) 3R Rights Management
Information (Article 10.19) & Ta%e¥ JadeT 39T T 3T ST eMAT FAT B |

By including WCT’s enforcement mandates among the binding obligations while excluding
this treaty from the National Treatment exceptions, the draft IP Chapter abandons the WCT's
principles, namely, balancing authors’ rights with public interest exceptions in education and
research, while providing a rigid enforcement mandate.

WCT & wareier Hareft arfieal o1 STegehrdl aTfical & enfaver shect U AR g |y 1 National
Treatment exceptions @ramw?rgtr, FEleT IP 3rear WCT & Rieyidr § g JATd &, 3727d
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TRIETT 3R 3eaeTl A Wreifas R & Ir9arel & Ay orgehi & TSR T HJoleT FATT I &
faeyia &, STafh T FR Jaciel cAaEAT YET FT ¢

This structural imbalance directly threatens Section 65A of India’s Copyright Act, 1957, which
deals with TPMs.

Tg WIAATHS AT AR & Copyright Act, 1957 I &TRT 65A & AT TeraT Tar YeT et
g, ST TPMs & @afaa g

Section 65A(2) provides exceptions under which technological protection can be
circumvented, particularly for the purposes permitted therein.

URT 65A(2) T 3TATE FeTel il & ToTeteh IcTeeT clehaiiehl L& h X fehel} fehdT ST ThelT &,
AT &9 & 3T 317Ad 3egedl & fav|

Thus, if a student or researcher bypasses a digital lock to perform a lawful act protected
under Section 52, no criminal liability attaches.

3 YFR, Te IS ST IT MUhdT URT 52 F IHaeTd T R U F1 & et & v Bioes
Jlleh BT eI [ehed Ik AT &, dl 3T TR s RIS ST el SoTdT|

Chilling effect on classrooms, labs

FaTr3it 3 yAerRnemt 9T HTEH e

The real-world consequences of this legal shift will be borne by India’s academic and
educational institutions.

S Flefel! G old & AR e T3 R & Yarfor 3t Ryavor Feamt &1 et giet|

Under Sections 52(1)(ab) and (ac) of the Copyright Act, engineering students and security
researchers are legally permitted to observe, test, and reverse-engineer software to foster
interoperability or uncover critical security vulnerabilities.

Copyright Act #T &RI3it 52(1)(ab) 3R (ac) & T8 d, SN TFRET BET 3R F&T MErehcTaHT
FHAT-HATAAICT (interoperability) T SGTaT et IT 18R FI&TT eI T T Tl ofalled o foIw
Hiready 1 feror, adefor 3R Rawd-gehfaaiier w1 & #ee seaAfa gl

Yet, modern software is almost universally guarded by encryption and digital access controls.
T o, 3Tyfeieh AtFeaaR ofereTar Araeitffies v & viesroere 3R Rfoea veraw faoit ganr
qfEre gt &

Under a strict anti-circumvention regime, a computer science student breaking a digital lock to

inspect code for system compatibility or security flaws could be transformed overnight into a
legal offender.

T & anti-circumvention SITEAT & dgd, Wﬁwmgmaﬁﬁﬁﬁa%
forw FfSiee difeh dise aTell HegeR Ta=Tet &1 T AARTA FTefstt HGUE aT Fehell B |
Similarly, public libraries and academic archives face unprecedented risks.

S8 YR, Wdeforeh JEdehTordt 3 arfore FfAAEmRY & aHa HIAqd SNfAA Scue &
THd B

In an era when historical documents, literature, and research are increasingly distributed in

digital formats burdened by Digital Rights Management (DRM), librarians depend on format-
shifting to archive out-of-print works and preserve fragile collections.

VO THT # 519 UagiRe gedras, aifecd 3R ey a@edT Digital Rights Management (DRM)
O gord T3Sl et & doi & faaRd &) @1 8, qEdehreraregeT Teielel & STeX &1 Teh Hicat i
m‘@ﬁaﬂﬁWWW&#WWQ#%‘Uformat-shifting R AR Fa g

A strict anti-circumvention rule would strip archivists of the legal right to bypass digital locks
for preservation.

T F3R anti-circumvention F# 31fAe@Ure & TT&T0T & fow fBfoiee e &Y IR ey
I FTofel TSR Sl M|
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Furthermore, as higher education relies more on electronic materials, paywalls and DRM
controls could effectively overwrite the public interest protections established by Indian courts
in landmark rulings such as the DU Photocopy Case.

SH 37T, S-S 3= AT Solereiferen T I 3778 e 8l W@ &, paywalls 38 DRM
=T IR =araTer™dt garT DU Photocopy Case a1t Ufagrfae faofat & venfia adsfas
TR T GR&TT Y F17ell &9 F FAsHarrel X e &

Threat to Internet service providers

Feeie AT YETasit & faw @erT

Under India’s Copyright Act (Sections 52(1)(b) and (c)), Internet service providers (ISPs) and
digital intermediaries are shielded from liability for the temporary, transient copies created in
RAM and server caches during routine data routing.

3T & Copyright Act (&IRTE 52(1)(b) 31X (c)) & d&d, Internet Service Providers (ISPs)
3R RBfSree Al @t Aaffa Ser & & dire RAM 3R @&R 3rer 7 9a7rs 18 3reardy ufaat

o fore e1ffica & et ared &1

The notice and takedown regime established under Rule 75 of the Copyright Rules, 2013
relies on these statutory safe harbours.

Copyright Rules, 2013 & Rule 75 & dgd T notice and takedown SHaEAT Sw¢1 a4Tfaieh
safe harbours W TR AAT g

The FTA draft undermines this framework by granting rightsholders an exclusive, unqualified
right over all “temporary or permanent” reproductions under Article 10.11(a), in contravention
of the Agreed Statements to Article 8 and Article 10 of the WCT, which exempt transient
network copies from copyright liability.

FTA &I J&ler Article 10.11(a) & dgd JTSRYURS &I Tl “temporary or permanent”
reproductions X =g 3R fo=T Rt 21T arer 31TASR UeTeT it 30 cTaTUT T HHAAR
FIATE, STWCT F Article 8 3T Article 10 & Agreed Statements & faudia &, Faife 2
Aeadh UX elel aTell AT TTcHa i idRIgE e1ficd & o t@d £

Exclusion of the WCT from the National Treatment exception could, therefore, leave ISPs at
Iriizlgilcii[l;legal challenge, with EU rightsholders exposing Indian intermediaries to systemic
3afaT National Treatment exception & WCT & STeX I@at W ISPs FIeeil Teilcll o i@ 7
3T T & AR EU & ATRIFRYRS HRAT AETEAT ol sqaiedd gifded (systemic liability) &
@A 7 37T Tl B

By agreeing to the draft text, the negotiators seem to have gone beyond the Indian
Parliament’s mandate as reflected in the Copyright Act, 1957.

WWWWWWWW$WMr(mandate)@ramaaﬁgtrq-cﬁa
gl &, S Copyright Act, 1957 & wfafafad &1

Left uncorrected, this would oblige Parliament to remove the exceptions covering digital works
in the Act, regardless of whether the user was engaging in legitimate, lawful research.

o s gur g1 o aran, & 7g wwe 1 dfRfEes & Bioea Fiadt & dafd srdaret w
BTl & ToIT STE I, $7T &1 STANITehclT d IR Rl FaHT T ] IgT 8|

A call for recalibration

me

India’s policy flexibilities must not be traded away in bilateral trade bargains.

R 1 Afaera ardiaast Fr gfagaiy saaR @Fsidl # Gicarsit & aRTe AR 781 S« aifgv|
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Our negotiators must insist on targeted revisions.
EHAR ATdTRI T Afdra A=l R godT & IR &1 a1y
They should press to re-insert the WCT into the National Treatment Clause.

37¢ WCT Y National Treatment Clause # JeT: anfiier a3t & faw SR &=11 =nfgw|

India’s rise as a digital powerhouse rests on a foundation of open access to knowledge,
robust educational inquiry, and independent technical research.

Teh Fforee AfFe & &9 & 81X 1 3 AT oIeh Gell T€, Yo VaTTOrh FTaeneT 3R Faca
AT Qiter &y sfia o i g

While deepening trade ties with the EU is crucial, this must not be at the expense of our
digital sovereignty or our students’ right to learn.

e EU & W1y SaTdTieh Fatil h g0 hiell HgedquT 8, il T AR RS swsgar ar
AR OET & WEst & HASR AT FAT TR AT gl A1l

Negotiators must ensure the availability of statutory flexibilities in the copyright domain that
keep Indian innovation alive.

aATATHRT &1 g GieT¥erel e =1fev fon
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ETFs vs.
index funds

THINKINVESTOR

Your choice of benchmark
must be the large-cap index
or the broadest investable
index for institutional
investors in the market
where you can make
goal-based investments

e ates. AT UuS WA’
Suppose you decide to invest in
passive funds for your goal-based
investments.

You must first select a benchmark
index and then choose an
exchange-traded fund (ETF) or an
index fund on that benchmark index.
In this article, we discuss the factors
that you must consider when deciding
between an ETF and an index fund.

Total costs

Your choice of benchmark must be
the large-cap index or the broadest
investable index for institutional
investors in the market where you
make such goal-based investments.
Take the NSE 500 Index. This index
also contains mid-cap and small-cap
stocks that can expose you to
momentum crash.

That means these stocks can crash
regardless of the direction of the
market. This makes the choice of the
broadest index somewhat risky for
goal-based investments.

Suppose you choose a large-cap
index. Then, you must decide
whether to pick an ETF or an index
fund benchmarked to that index. If
you consider the base expense ratio
(BER), an ETF is cheaper than an
index fund; median BER for an index
fund is 0.15% compared with 0.08%
for an ETF. But there are other costs to
consider. You must setup a systematic
investment plan (SIP) on an ETF
through your trading account.

You can set up the SIP with market
protection to ensure that your order is
not executed at a price significantly
greater than its last traded price.

If you are setting up the SIP for the
number of units, then the amount
debited each month will be different.
If you set up the SIP for the amount,
then you may have residual amount in
your account, as you cannot buy
fractional units.

Suppose the ETF price is ¥61, and
your SIP is for ¥10,000. Then, you will
get 163 units, and 57 will remain in
your trading account.

You will also incur demat charges
and other costs such as SEBI turnover
fees, brokerage commission and
exchange transaction fees including
GST.

Index funds can allot fractional
units. So, you can use of your
entire SIP amount. Also, you will not
incur the other transaction charges.

Conclusion

The choice between an ETF and an
index fund is more of preference than
of cost. Note that ETFs can be sold
real-time in the market, and the
money is credited into your bank
account the next day.

You must wait at least two days to
receive the sale proceeds on your
index funds.

(The author offers training
programs for individuals to manage
their personal investments)
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21S9. ETFs vs. index funds
ETFs 9T S39 %3

e Suppose you decide to invest in passive funds for your goal-based
investments.

AT NSAT R 3T 319 sreg-3menie Aae & fow AfSFa wat (passive
funds) & faaer Ft &1 Aok ad g1

e You must first select a benchmark index and then choose an
exchange-traded fund (ETF) or an index fund on that benchmark index.

39! Ugo Ueh STATER SSFH T T T a1 3R T 38 SIS S399
T IR CFHI-¢88 B8 (ETF) AT $3FH H3 elell g1aTT |

¢ In this article, we discuss the factors that you must consider when
deciding between an ETF and an index fund.

T oG #H, §H 3¢7 HRePI I TAT I ¢ ToleT UX YT ETF R SZFA B3 &
I 99 A FHT IR LT AIfgv|

Total costs
gﬁl’ offeTd

e Your choice of benchmark must be the large-cap index or the
broadest investable index for institutional investors in the market where
you make such goal-based investments.

mwgméﬁwwﬁﬁ-ﬁ@wmﬂmﬁa‘mﬁ%
TOIT 39ersy T a9 AT JeT S35 g1 A1y, STal 39 T o183
TR e & &

e Take the NSE 500 Index.
NSE 500 Index &l 3&TgI0T & &9 7 of|

e This index also contains mid-cap and small-cap stocks that can
expose you to momentum crash.

3 g3 A fAs-3ha 31 TATA-Sha AR o nfAe €, S 3Ry AvveR S
(momentum crash) & S # 37T T &

e That means these stocks can crash regardless of the direction of
the market.

HHT 37 & o 1o 1 feem ang i ofr Y, 37 R F HRY PRrae 31 Tehdr
gl

e This makes the choice of the broadest index somewhat risky for
goal-based investments.

S ol F-3TR ARt & foIv gad 419 §39 &1 99 O 86 cIsh
STEAYET & ST B

e Suppose you choose a large-cap index.
AT NfSTT o 317 aret-Fa §39F Ioid £

e Then, you must decide whether to pick an ETF or an index fund

benchmarked to that index.
38§16 3T T T YT gI9TT foh 3 3 OR MR ETF AT 299 B8 & I fohd) A1 o110 |

o Ifyou consider the base expense ratio (BER), an ETF is cheaper than an index fund; median
BER for an index fund is 0.15% compared with 0.08% for an ETF.

I 3T 3 TFadw IRAT (BER) FT €477 & 1@ §, df ETF, 539 s T JolelT 7 Tl &
39 s T ATCTSHT BER 0.15% §, STafeh ETF & folv I8 0.08% g
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But there are other costs to consider.
Afehet R e & foT 3 anrd 8hr §
You must set up a systematic investment plan (SIP) on an ETF through your trading account.

HTIHT 31T FET HFIFE & ATA F ETF 7 RecARSE geavede v (SIP) TU1fd &
grem|

You can set up the SIP with market protection to ensure that your order is not executed at a
price significantly greater than its last traded price.

319 AThE YIRS & TN SIP FATAT I Fehd €, 1fR g AR foham ST & o 3Treht TSR
3 JHfaH FRIGR 77 (last traded price) F ST 378 HrAcT T forsarfed = g1l

If you are setting up the SIP for the number of units, then the amount debited each month will
be different.

e 3T At T HEAT & ITUR 9T SIP TATAT X &, cif Tedeh Helel STae &l Silet arelr iy
3TeTT-37e19T g1 |

If you set up the SIP for the amount, then you may have residual amount in your account, as
you cannot buy fractional units.

I 39 fafRera Tl & AT SIP w1l #:kd €, A 319 @i # F& AR AV Ig Tehell &, Flh
3179 HfAF FfAE (fractional units) e TG el |

Suppose the ETF price is %61, and your SIP is for ¥10,000.

AT eNfoTv foF ETF &1 A 61 § 3R 31m9er SIP 10,000 &g

Then, you will get 163 units, and %57 will remain in your trading account.

e 39T 163 Ffeve fAeiRlT 3R T57 310k ¢TSeT 3rer3e # AW 91|

You will also incur demat charges and other costs such as SEBI turnover fees, brokerage
commission and exchange transaction fees including GST.

3! A Yo TUT 3 SIITcT 1 Tt hlatt G191, S SEB| Tol3aR e, FNhler Harer AR
GST Wied Ta=sl gt Yeh|

Index funds can allot fractional units.

$370 W3 31 Ifeie 3mafed #X wad &

So, you can make use of your entire SIP amount.

gafaT, 3T 39= qY SIP T 7 3T T Fehel & |

Also, you will not incur the other transaction charges.

AT Y, TR 3o AT-&F Yeh o7 6T Gofl 13T |

Conclusion

sy

The choice between an ETF and an index fund is more of preference than of cost.
ETF 3R $390 53 & & 90T oarcl 1 Jore1 & 31ftehe safFaera woie 1 fawg g

Note that ETFs can be sold real-time in the market, and the money is credited into your bank
account the next day.

&1 & o ETFs &) 9K & RIAST-23H 9T 39T 317 ohdT & 31N =i 3197er feeT 3m9es 9 @
H AT @Y FATT &

You must wait at least two days to receive the sale proceeds on your index funds.

I E3FH B3 Y TP A yrog TR 9= & THT 3M9eh! FH-T-ah &l et den Teliedt e gl B
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GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology |21 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

21S9

Frontline workers get jabs as Ebola vaccine trial commences in Congo

FHiaN H gate dFFdler HT q&Tor F g F WY JfAF 9 Fa & T At w dF e
IT

Frontline workers get jabs as Ebola  21S9. Frontline workers get jabs as Ebola

vaccine trial commences in Congo vaccine trial commences in Congo

Health workers in parts of DR Congo badly hit by a deadly Ebola
outbreak launched a test vaccination drive on Saturday to see if e & fov Tl frr arv O yamdr aifsagr aa & ar
jabs designed for a different strain of the virus could prove effective. -

The operation will see 20,000 frontline workers given the Ervebo 3@1
vaccination in the Ituri and North-Kivu provinces. AFP

FHTaT 7 FaYAT dFHT HT IHETOT YE B & WY
e 9fFa & TarreaswfFHAt « dF dmv v

e Health workers in parts of DR Congo badly hit by a
deadly Ebola outbreak launched a test vaccination drive on
Saturday to see if jabs designed for a different strain of the
virus could prove effective.

U FaTell Jh1T & I g T DR Congo & $o feedt
H Tareges AT 7 AR T T 9d1eTor ST 31TaTeT
U TR, cIfeh g I oI SiT &b foh aTaRd & Teh 37erdT

e The operation will see 20,000 frontline workers
given the Ervebo vaccination in the Ituri and North-Kivu provinces.

58 HfFAT & dga gl 3k At-farg wialt 71 20,000 3frT 4fFa & FareeawiAAt #1 Ervebo
AT ST STV

GS Paper Il1: Environment 21 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

21S9

Urban demand is reorganising global wildlife trafficking web

Al AT ARTF FoIea aEFN & Acad B (AN ST F @ B
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Urban demand
IS reorganising

global wildlife
trafficking web
IGS IIl: Environment

Divya Gandhi

natural habitat in the rainforests of

Borneo and Sumatra, five listless
baby orangutans were found, bafflingly, in
a forest in the middle of Odisha on
September 8. Videos were shared widely
showing the critically endangered apes,
each around a year old, with limited
mobility, huddled together, chomping on
bananas from a container. Then more
videos emerged of the group being
bottle-fed in a Bhubaneswar Zoo, where
they are now being monitored.

Jose Louies, CEO of the Wildlife Trust
of India, said it is clear these animals had
been kept in captivity for a while, going
by their complete lack of fear of humans.
CITES prohibits the commercial trade in
orangutans but these animals are
routinely sold as exotic pets and can cost
up to %20 lakh each. The discovery has
renewed discourse on wildlife trafficking.
India’s Wildlife Crime Control Bureau has
been asked to investigate the matter.
There are many enigmas: How were they
trafficked? By sea? Air? Road? Who
captured and smuggled them? And who
are their collectors? This is not the first
time these apes have been found in India.
In 2022, two baby orangutans were found
abandoned near the Assam-Mizoram
border.

A study published in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences has
integrated 30 years of confiscation data
and spatial network analysis to unravel

s ome 2,000 km away from their

the trade routes of another
much-trafficked species, Mexico’s parrots,
from biodiverse habitats to urban centres
around the world, and could provide
clues to criminal networks in other parts
of the world.

Today, urban centres are the nexuses
of demand, the paper added. “For many
commonly traded species, confiscations
occurred hundreds of kilometers from
their native habitats, frequently in major
cities like Mexico City.” And this demand
is reorganising the global wildlife
trafficking network.

No less than half of Mexico’s native
parrot species are directly threatened by
the illegal wildlife trade, the researchers
said, “elevating their risk of extinction”.
They found that poachers consistently
targeted “charismatic,” and high-value
species, particularly macaws and Amazon
parrots.

The team’s methods can be adapted to
map other complex illicit networks, such
as the trafficking of timber, marine life or
even drugs and weapons. Drug cartels in
Mexico also often run illegal logging
operations, sharing transport logistics and
laundering illicit timber alongside
narcotics, the paper said.

Lllicit wildlife networks are converging
with broader organised crime, and
criminal networks that “are complex,
adaptive, and largely invisible, making
them notoriously difficult to map, track,
and disrupt,” said the authors. And this, it
added, needs a new approach “to move
from enforcement-based, isolated
seizures to a predictive understanding of
network structure and vulnerability.”

The lacunae in understanding
mechanisms that feed criminal networks
comes in the way of law enforcement, the
team added, adding that illegal wildlife
trade “comprises global,
multibillion-dollar criminal enterprises
that threaten biodiversity and elevate the
risk of zoonotic disease transfer and
emergence”.

As for India, primates, turtles, and
lizards are the most smuggled illegal
species into the country, Dr. Jose told The
Hindu, primarily through land routes
between India and Myanmar. “The
criminal network is amoebic in nature: it
configures and re-configures to safeguard
the business,” he said.

AT TTHS 3T, FET 3 3AehT [HAIRTAT ST 37 T &

o Jose Louies, CEO of the Wildlife Trust of India, said it is clear these animals had been kept in
captivity for a while, going by their complete lack of fear of humans.

ATSeSAISh CEC 3T ST CEO S of$H & e foh HelsaT & Uit 3eTeh Toroepet 81 o72psficT 1
Bl & Ig TSC & o 51 T3 BT 0 GAT g F 1@ a1 A

e CITES prohibits the commercial trade in orangutans but these animals are routinely sold as
exotic pets and can cost up to %20 lakh each.

CITES 3F[er & afoifsge sarar ux Yfcieer ofeldr 8, Afshet 3o1 g3t &1 frafid &9 & faceh
TTelc] STIeTaRT & &9 # 94T ST § 3R Tedieh 1 HaAd 320 A I g Fhell &

e The discovery has renewed discourse on wildlife trafficking.
5 WIS o g gsilg aEhd) 9T T o R & et X fear B

¢ India’s Wildlife Crime Control Bureau has been asked to investigate the matter.

HR & gegsita Iramer fag=ror s34 (Wildlife Crime Control Bureau) & S8 HTH & Sird el

I FHET ATE|

21S9. Urban demand is
reorganising global wildlife
trafficking web

g AT ARTF Tgeig aEH N
¥ Aead F IS FT W

e Some 2,000 km away from
their natural habitat in the rainforests
of Borneo and Sumatra, five listless
baby orangutans were found,
bafflingly, in a forest in the middle of
Odisha on September 8.

Sifetar 3R GATT & aviasi 7 39eT
STehfcTeh 3TATE & SaT87aT 2,000
fareiaiex gF, dier g e 3RarerT 8
AT FI EEgAT &I @ A &
ALY # AT T STl 7 910 31T

e Videos were shared widely
showing the critically endangered
apes, each around a year old, with
limited mobility, huddled together,
chomping on bananas from a
container.

9k ¥ 13T T 1T Aif3ar &
THR T § FHeaed =Rl ! G@rT
I, oA & A oTaTe79T Ueh ay Sl
o7 3R =TT arfaeiierar @faa o
Toh-gE ¥ FEh Ueh ITH @ Sl W TE
Ol

e Then more videos emerged
of the group being bottle-fed in a
Bhubaneswar Zoo, where they are
now being monitored.

38 ST 3de1Ra FAfSATER & 38 ogg 1 dliciel @ g femw ot & 3R
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There are many enigmas: How were they trafficked?
arémaﬁgcr%: 3oTeh! AEPLT HH I ITS?

By sea?

g & TE?

Air?

gaTs AT A?

Road?

g5 AT I?

Who captured and smuggled them?

3o¢ fopdet gahar 3 37T &l fir?

And who are their collectors?

This is not the first time these apes have been found in India.
R H 3T ITeRl & UTT STeY I Tg Tgell Tl 7Iel ¢

In 2022, two baby orangutans were found abandoned near the Assam-Mizoram border.

2022 7 3T AH-TASRA AT & 917 & RIY HRI[T AaRy qre are |

A study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences has integrated 30
years of confiscation data and spatial network analysis to unravel the trade routes of
another much-trafficked species, Mexico’s parrots, from biodiverse habitats to urban centres
around the world, and could provide clues to criminal networks in other parts of the world.

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences H YIfId TUeh €T oF 30 T & STedT
waelt st 3R Farfore Aead RrRAwor &1 Thihd Fleh Teh 3o sa19eh &9 & TERY I ST
aTell JoMIfal, AfFART o dIdl, & Sig-fafaer arat & gfaar s el el T ST arel s3maR
AT BT TS 1 I fomam § 3R F€ gfaian & 3= fRedl & |ishy ORI Acashl & TR &
8T FRIIT et X Fehell &

Today, urban centres are the nexuses of demand, the paper added.

37T H 313 gl 1T o 37T A6 s AT o & Fg-Foig 1

“For many commonly traded species, confiscations occurred hundreds of kilometers from
their native habitats, frequently in major cities like Mexico City.”

‘% AT T U TR T STTo) Tl AT & HH 3, 3e7eh Trehfieh raral & st
foreliefex o, 3rere AfFaen! A S &3 2l A, SAfecar iy 781”
And this demand is reorganising the global wildlife trafficking network.

3R I5 AT 3f¥ae avasita aeHdl Aead T T Tod X W 5

No less than half of Mexico’s native parrot species are directly threatened by the illegal
wildlife trade, the researchers said, “elevating their risk of extinction”.

QMErshd 3T ot gt foh AfFaen! T Fet Alar ol 7 ¥ A ¥ 3l ganfaar 33y aegsia
IR & WY TR A &, TSI “3eTeh Tefed et 7 il §¢ W& l”

They found that poachers consistently targeted “charismatic,” and high-value species,
particularly macaws and Amazon parrots.

3egiel 91T o TRIRY eNeIR “3MTeh¥eh” 3R 3Ta-FHed aTell ToTicrat, [y &9 & e AR
AT aral, & =T ST o

The team’s methods can be adapted to map other complex illicit networks, such as the
trafficking of timber, marine life or even drugs and weapons.

58 cof S Taferat &t ofehsl, THLT Sfrat a1 Igl deh o Hieeh et 3R gTAART 1 aEdY o1 3=
STl 3TAET Aedeh! ol ATTIRITUT hiet & TolT 3 37T ST HehelT &

Drug cartels in Mexico also often run illegal logging operations, sharing transport logistics and
laundering illicit timber alongside narcotics, the paper said.

3TETTA H gl T foh AfFTn & Al Tardf & F1éEer 37F0T I Fels & AT 3 Telid 8,
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ST & uRagsT Gadfl caaTaT3iT I AT Fd ¢ 3R Al Ierdf & TATT-TTYT 379 T F 9o
TS & oo Y ot Jer T B

Illicit wildlife networks are converging with broader organised crime, and criminal networks
that “are complex, adaptive, and largely invisible, making them notoriously difficult to map,
track, and disrupt,” said the authors.

AW o FET T 31TY ToToid sicdeh AT WIS YUY F 1Y AT W/ § 3R 0 3w
Aeae “Sfee, defhereiier 3R HIhI ge deh 3752 8, Tad SeTeht AT, R 3R faees
37T HiSeT gl ST 817

And this, it added, needs a new approach “to move from enforcement-based, isolated
seizures to a predictive understanding of network structure and vulnerability.”

31X 3gieT 311t gl o saah foiw ves Aw gfeanlor Y mavashdT &, “foraes dgd yaeer-3meia,
T3 SATeTAT T 37T TGehT wlcaeh shl AT A IHHT HHASIRAT T FalleTHIeATcHD THST
s & s

The lacunae in understanding mechanisms that feed criminal networks comes in the way of
law enforcement, the team added, adding that illegal wildlife trade “comprises global,
multibillion-dollar criminal enterprises that threaten biodiversity and elevate the risk of
zoonotic disease transfer and emergence”.

&ol o1 33T gl o STORITRE Sicaeh bl QI el alell SATEATHT &l HHST 3 Alle HfAAT
FIeTeT Selctel & AT 3 STer SeTehl &, X g 8 et o 31de Fogaiia AR “AREeh T 9T 3RaT
STeR & TR 3TAT & Ao a1 ¢, S Sia-fafatar & o @awr § 31 seifes e &
HEROT U 33 & NRH T &1

As for India, primates, turtles, and lizards are the most smuggled illegal species into the
country, Dr. Jose told The Hindu, primarily through land routes between India and Myanmar.

HRT & el &, 31 S o & fig 1 aarn o wigade, Fow iR Rus ot qor # aad s
TR BT ST aTell AT TSN €, ToTetehl cehd! HET ¥ § $Rd AR FATAR & & Ty
AFT A 8 g

“The criminal network is amoebic in nature: it configures and re-configures to safeguard the
business,” he said.

3egiet hgl, "I Acash Tehid & 3HIET I g gIaT 8: Ig 379el HRITR I FIT&Td WA
ToIT SRITAR 31911 6T Feeiall 3R G o e T g1

PCS Special: | 21 September

21S9 | Northeast’s largest power project initiated in Assam

e A wod 72 Rrgge TR 3raw # orw Y 7§

21S9 | Quiz

21S9 | l approach Vaishali whenever | have a doubt: Savitha Shri

ST 8ft ageY % HaE ere ¥, o dereh & wrds e § @R A

21S9 | Vidarsa is not done yet

ﬁaaﬁmmaaﬂmaﬁgm%
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Northeast’s largest power
project initiated in Assam

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday laid the foundation
stone for the Adani Group’s
3,200 megawatt Ultra-Su-
percritical Thermal Power
Plant at Chapar in Dhubri
district of Assam.

“Assam is fast emerging
as the region’s energy hub,
with several mega energy
projects in the pipeline.
The 3,200 MW Chapar
project is a proud outcome
of the confidence generat-
ed by the Advantage Assam
Investor Summit 2.0,” the
Chief Minister said.

The ¥48,000-crore pro-
ject, handled by Adani
Power Ltd., will be the lar-
gest power plant in the
northeastern region.

“This project will be one
of the largest single invest-
ments ever made in As-
sam. Besides providing

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma during the launch of the
thermal power plant at Chapar in Dhubri district. X/@HIMANTABISWA

massive employment op-
portunities, the State will
also benefit through in-
creased economic activity
and SGST (State Goods and
Services Tax) revenues,
and local industries and
enterprises will have op-
portunities to participate
in the emerging ecosys-
tem,” he said.

Several families, mostly
migrant Muslims, were ev-
icted for the project.

Jeet Adani, Adani Group

director, said the Chapar
plant is part of a ¥63,000-
crore power investment in
Assam, with commission-
ing in phases from Decem-
ber 2030. The other pro-
jects include two pumped
storage plants with a com-
bined capacity of 2,700
MW.

“The thermal plant will
provide reliable and affor-
dable electricity to support
homes, businesses, and in-
dustries,” he added.

Chief of the Air Sta Air Chief Marshal A. P. Singh (L) and
Chief of Staff Japan Air Self-Defense Force General Takehiro
Morita during Exercise

Veer Guardian 26 at Air Force Station Jodhpur in Rajasthan.

21S9. Northeast’s largest power
project initiated in Assam

qafa? i ga¥ 931 Ry aRArsrar
IAH A YE AR TS

e Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Sunday laid the foundation stone for
the Adani Group’s 3,200 megawatt Ultra-
Supercritical Thermal Power Plant at Chapar
in Dhubri district of Assam.

3TEH & FEIHAT A faEar & o IFqar
319 o Yaly 37T & TR A el @yg &
3,200 AIMETE & Hegl-Gufshiehd d1q faggd
I T TR T |

e “Assam is fast emerging as the
region’s energy hub, with several mega energy
projects in the pipeline.

“Thg ToT Fail TRIATSTATT & AT 81t &
T 3TH T F 817 & Folt ey 3§ 37 391 T@T

gl

e The 3,200 MW Chapar project is a
proud outcome of the confidence generated by the Advantage Assam Investor Summit 2.0,”
the Chief Minister said.

3,200 ATETe T IR IRIASTAT Advantage Assam Investor Summit 2.0 & 3cTesT [aRaTH &l
RaqoT AR 8, FET#HT e

e The %48,000-crore project, handled by Adani Power Ltd., will be the largest power plant in the
northeastern region.

3feTolt ureR fAffies garT Fefold 348,000 FRI3 T g TRATSTAT Yl &1 T Fad I37 faggd
a7 gl

e “This project will be one of the largest single investments ever made in Assam.
“Ig TRANSTAT 3H H 319 dh [T 0 aA 93 Tahed fAA2 & T U gl

e Besides providing massive employment opportunities, the State will also benefit through
increased economic activity and SGST (State Goods and Services Tax) revenues, and local
industries and enterprises will have opportunities to participate in the emerging ecosystem,”
he said.

agﬂﬂmwﬂmm%mwwﬁ%m,maﬁaﬁgémvﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬂ?
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SGST (AT I&] UF AT FX) U et aTel ASTEd & ATEH I 87 w1t TR 7 T 3z
IR SEFH! T 33 §T NRIEATART T 7 #1697 et & 39 [Feld),” 3¢ |

e Several families, mostly migrant Muslims, were evicted for the project.
$8 YRS & foIv &g IRaRT, foieret srfernier yared AR¥asr 9, @ faeurfia frar o

e Jeet Adani, Adani Group director, said the Chapar plant is part of a 63,000 crore power
investment in Assam, with commissioning in phases from December 2030.

37eTolt HoHE & fAeRren SN 3erol & et foh TTaR FI 30A # 263,000 FR13 & faege fader
AT & 3R SHhT TRUTSEY &9 U fawaT 2030 & HaTele Y fohar Sirear|

e The other projects include two pumped storage plants with a combined capacity of 2,700 MW.
3= URAISTA3N H FeT 2,700 ATMATE &THAT AT &l G&8 FERT HIF A & |

e “The thermal plant will provide reliable and affordable electricity to support homes,
businesses, and industries,” he added.

3egiet 3791 g, “Ig 19 faegd W4 eR, aarat 3R 31T I FERICT &l & fAT favageia
3R Frrrc forstell 39erety araam|”

Questions and Answers t6 the previous day’s daily quiz:
1. It is well known that the Asian Games debuted in New Delhi
in 1951. What is the only other time India has played host to
the Games? Ans: 1982 in New Delhi

2. India is the fifth-most successful country at the Games. In
which Games did it cross the 100-medal mark with 1077 Ans:
Hangzhou 2023

3. The most successful Indian athlete at the Games has 11
medals. Who and in which Games did the legend win four
golds? Ans: The peerless PT. Usha and Seoul 1986

4. Mohamed Anas Imran Beg, Declan Marshall Gonsalves and
Quimcy Dsouza are representing India in which sport that is
making its debut in 20267 Ans: Tegball

5. In which sport has India been dominant? Ans: Kabaddi

6. Which sport follows athletics for the most medals for India
with 80 including 16 gold. Ans: Shooting

~

21S9. Quiz
1. India as Host of the Asian Games

¢ India has hosted the Asian Games twice, with both
editions being organised in New Delhi.

e The inaugural Asian Games were held from 4 to 11
March 1951, with India finishing second by winning 15 gold,
16 silver and 20 bronze medals.

¢ India hosted the Games again from 19 November to
4 December 1982.

e The 1982 Games featured 33 participating nations

7. Who is set to become the first Indian sportsperson to feature
at seven Asian Games? Ans: Joshna Chinappa (squash)
Visual: Name this swimmer. Ans: Sachin Nag (100m
freestyle)

Early Birds: Prem Nath Tiwari | K.N. Viswanathan | Prem Raj P.
| M. Suresh Kumar

and introduced the mascot Appu, an elephant.

¢ Infrastructure developed for this edition included the
Jawabharlal Nehru Stadium and the Games Village.

e The 1982 Games also stimulated the expansion of
colour television broadcasting in India.

2. India’s First 100-plus Medal Performance

¢ India crossed the 100-medal mark for the first time at the 19th Asian Games, organised in
Hangzhou, China, from 23 September to 8 October 2023.

e India secured a record 107 medals, comprising 28 gold, 38 silver and 41 bronze medals.

¢ It finished fourth in the official medal table, behind China, Japan and South Korea.

o Athletics produced the largest share of India’s medals, while shooting and archery also
delivered exceptional performances.

e This was a major improvement over India’s previous best of 70 medals at Jakarta—
Palembang 2018.

e The result demonstrated India’s growing competitiveness across multiple Olympic disciplines.

3. P.T. Usha’s Asian Games Record

e P.T. Ushais India’s most successful individual athlete in Asian Games history, having won 11
medals across four editions from 1982 to 1994.

e Her finest performance came at the 1986 Seoul Asian Games, where she secured four gold
medals and one silver.

e She won gold in the 200 metres, 400 metres, 400-metre hurdles and 4x400-metre relay.

e Her silver medal came in the 100 metres.
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Usha had earlier won two silver medals at the 1982 New Delhi Games.
Popularly known as the “Payyoli Express,” she played a transformative role in the
development of Indian women'’s athletics.

4. Teqball’s Asian Games Debut

Mohamed Anas Imran Beg, Declan Marshall Gonsalves and Quimcy Joaquim D’Souza
represented India in netball at the 2026 Aichi—-Nagoya Asian Games.

Tegball combines elements of football and table tennis and is played on a specially designed
curved table.

Players may use their feet, head, chest and other football-permitted body parts, but cannot
use their hands or arms.

Tegball was awarded Asian Games medals for the first time in 2026.

D’Souza reached the women'’s singles medal stage, while she and Beg also contested mixed
doubles.

India ultimately narrowly missed winning its first netball medal at these Games.

5. India’s Dominance in Kabaddi

India has historically been the dominant country in Asian Games kabaddi, a sport added to
the men’s programme in 1990.

The Indian men won seven consecutive gold medals from 1990 to 2014.

Iran interrupted this dominance by defeating India in the 2018 semifinal, but India regained
the men’s title at Hangzhou 2023.

Women'’s kabaddi entered the Asian Games in 2010.

India’s women won gold in 2010 and 2014, silver in 2018 and reclaimed gold in 2023.
Kabaddi’s Indian roots, extensive domestic participation and professional competition have
helped India maintain considerable continental strength in the sport.

6. Shooting’s Contribution to India’s Medal Tally

Before the 2026 Aichi—-Nagoya Asian Games, shooting had contributed 80 medals to India’s
Asian Games record: 16 gold, 30 silver and 34 bronze medals.

This placed shooting behind athletics among India’s most productive disciplines at the
Games.

India first won Asian Games shooting medals at the 1962 Jakarta edition.

At Hangzhou 2023, Indian shooters produced a record performance with 22 medals,
including seven gold.

India began its 2026 campaign with two more shooting silvers in the women’s 10-metre air-
rifle team and individual events.

Therefore, the historical shooting tally increased beyond 80 during the ongoing 2026 Games.

7. Joshna Chinappa’s Historic Seventh Appearance

Indian squash player Joshna Chinappa became the first Indian sportsperson selected to
feature in seven consecutive Asian Games at Aichi-Nagoya 2026.

She made her Asian Games debut at Busan in 2002, when she was only 15 years old.

Her seven appearances span approximately 24 years, demonstrating remarkable fithess and
longevity.

Before the 2026 edition, Chinappa had won five Asian Games medals, including the
women’s team gold at Incheon 2014.

She also became the first Indian woman to win the Asian Individual Squash Championship in
2017.

Her record illustrates the sustained development of women’s squash in India.

8. Visual Question: Sachin Nag
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Sachin Nag won the men’s 100-metre freestyle gold medal at the inaugural 1951 New Delhi

Asian Games.
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His victory made him the first Indian to win an Asian Games gold medal.

He completed the event in approximately 1 minute and 4.7 seconds, according to the
recorded result.
Nag also formed part of India’s bronze-medal-winning freestyle relay and medley relay teams

at the same Games.

He represented India in swimming at the 1948 London Olympics and participated in water

polo at the 1948 and 1952 Olympic Games.

His 1951 triumph remains a landmark achievement in the history of Indian swimming.

ee

I was getting a little easy
onmy process, so I think
1 will have to get back
and work on it more. It's
been like this post-Paris
[Olympics]. I am grateful
I have been getting a lot
of opportunities to learn,
experiment and utilise
my potential

der Han Jiayu was eliminat-
ed seventh and reigning
Olympic champion and
World No. 1 Wang Zefei was
fifth — the 27-year-old kept
increasing her lead.

Once the medallists
were decided, however, it
looked like Elavenil abrupt-
ly took her foot off the gas.
Her scores dropped from
high 10s to low 10s, she had
acouple of 10.1s, and it was
clear the spell had broken.
Her lead at the top was still
good enough to make it to
the last two shots but its
gradual erosion also saw
the top spot and the gold
slipping away.

Earlier Vidarsa, having
started strongly in the
qualifications, ended with
two low rounds of 104. 3
and 104.4, the last two se-
ries pulling her down to
12th place.

Qualifications World Re-
cord holder Wang, mean-
while, added a new Games
and Asian qualifying re-
cord to her kitty with a to-
tal of 636.8.

Vidarsa is not done yet

Tasting success: Vidarsa, Sonam and Elavenil began India’s medal hunt. RV. MOORTHY

Uthra Ganesan
NAGOYA

There is a lot Keralam is
known for, including
sports. Shooting, though,
isn’t one of them.

For Vidarsa K. Vinod,
however, that made little
difference in her pursuit of
a sport that has now made
her a famous shooter in the
State.

On Sunday, after finish-
ing 12th in the individual
competition of the 10m air
rifle at the Asian Games
and winning a team silver,
Vidarsa had no regrets.

“I am satisfied. My main
event is 50m 3P and I am
confident of that,” Vidarsa
told The Hindu at the
range.

For someone who start-
ed 10m air rifle only to im-

21S9. Vidarsais not done yet
Tl 1 @ arsft waTeT A€ gam

prove her standing posture
in the 50m, her rapid
growth in the discipline
has been remarkable.

“I was actually not even
expecting to participate in
both events. My first com-
petition (in 10m) was in
2025 where 1 scored my
personal best. That is
when I realised I can do
both,” said Vidarsa, who
began shooting only in
2018 as an NCC cadet in
college.

Swift rise
The rise through the ranks,
even with little competi-
tion, was swift — first with-
in the State and then at the
National level. The Asian
Games, however, was a dif-
ferent ball game.

“After I got to know I
had a chance to be selected

for the Asian Games, I was
preparing mentally and
physically. It took me al-
most eight years to achieve
this and the journey was
very difficult. There was a
lot of struggle, self-doubt,
failures... I kept asking my-
self whether I was on the
right path and if I was do-
ing the right thing,” she
had admitted in an exclu-
sive interaction earlier in
Bhopal.

Her first outing at the
Games may not have been
as rewarding as she would
have liked but Vidarsa is
ready for the long haul.

“Coming from a village
where people have limited
vision and ambition, I have
always wanted more. I am
not ready to give up in the
face of failures,” she pro-
mised.

There is a lot Keralam is known for, including sports.
FAA 3oich ISl o [T SATAT AT &, ToteTt W ofF anfAer g1
Shooting, though, isn’t one of them.

gTelifen, fremaiaTslt 37 ¥ U 787 &

For Vidarsa K. Vinod, however, that made little difference in her pursuit of a sport that has

now made her a famous shooter in the State.

fheT et &. faee & foT sHaT #is AT yanra gt ust 3R 3egial 3T WoT 7 39T daalT STRY

T, fores 319 3¢ T & Ueh YAy femaarst g+ fgar g
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Irelaxed a bit,
but gave my
best: Elavenil

Uthra Ganesan
NAGOYA

It was not a silver won but
agold lost for Elavenil Vala-
rivan at the Aichi General
Shooting Gallery on Sun-
day, the 27-year-old letting
a sure title chance slip
away by easing up too early
in the final.

The wide smile she had
after the event could not
hide the ‘what ifs’ running
through her mind.

“Somewhere I knew I
was in the top three and
although I was coming
back to my process and
techniques, I did get a bit
relaxed.

“I really need to work
on my [game in] finals. But
1 think I gave my absolute
best,” Elavenil said.

It was a candid admis- ~

sion by someone making
her return to the Asian
Games after an eight-year
break, having missed out
on the previous edition.

Sonam Maskar, who had
only one bad shot of 9.9
through her entire compe-
tition and crashed out of
medal contention, reacted
similarly.

“I am not disappointed
butIfeel it could have been
abetter shot. I will work on
it... T have to focus more on
the process, work more on
how to do better in finals”.
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e On Sunday, after finishing 12th in the individual competition of the 10m air rifle at the Asian
Games and winning a team silver, Vidarsa had no regrets.

o IAOR FI vfAAE Fat Fr 10 Hiex vIR TFH ATFATT FIUTH 12d TATT R ot 3R O b
H T U Siidel & 91G T2l T HIS TSdar 161 AT|

e ‘| am satisfied.
. HuTT

¢ My main event is 50m 3P and | am confident of that,” Vidarsa told The Hindu at the range.

o B FEy TauT 50 HieT 3-uTeier & 3R F3 3T 30 Yeie W faeara g, feei o yfar o &
g fegent S|

e For someone who started the 10m air rifle only to improve her standing posture in the 50m,
her rapid growth in the discipline has been remarkable.

o hdol 50 HIeT TTUT H 3TN TS G TARATEAT ofallet hT el R & foIT 10 #H1eT TR Tl T
QBT et ATell TGl 1 58 TIell & ey yarfel Seor@ea W &

e ‘| was actually not even expecting to participate in both events.

o ‘AT H HY aledl TTUTIT 3 $T9T S hr 37T 8 LT o

e My first competition (in 10m) was in 2025 where | scored my personal best.

o AU TE 10 FeX FIHANCT aTT 2025 7 g% o, Fores e} 371 Ao HdHte TR SaArar
7|

e Thatis when | realised | can do both,” said Vidarsa, who began shooting only in 2018 as an
NCC cadet in college.

. aaﬁgsiagmmgsﬂfasﬁa’la”rma‘raﬁﬁmamé,”ﬁaeﬁﬁm| 37gieY 2018 # HiereT
HY TAHI F3T & T A & [AAAaTel gF Al

Swift rise

GIEREIG

e The rise through the ranks, even with little competition, was swift — first within the State and
then at the National level.

o SEd FA GfETET & STaelg ST fAffieet T IR 3T STl iy TET—Tgel T FR W3R
3% d1G AT FR W)

e The Asian Games, however, was a different ball game.

o g, TS Wal I wiaeTaT &1 Fax fSoger ree aT|

e “After | got to know | had a chance to be selected for the Asian Games, | was preparing
mentally and physically.

o S9N I Tell fh A I TRIATS Well & fT Tl gt 7 3T 8, a0 A Afdeh 3R
AR & F IR Y& FI G|

e It took me almost eight years to achieve this and the journey was very difficult.

o 3 GITCT el H HS ST TS T o7 3R T AT 3T HiSe e

e There was a lot of struggle, self-doubt, failures...

o | kept asking myself whether | was on the right path and if | was doing the right thing,” she
had admitted in an exclusive interaction earlier in Bhopal.

o T QAR IOl Tl oY o oFarm & @t arel oX € 3R Far & T R o W, 3ehed
SO Ugol AT H U AW S1a<iia & SR1eT TR fohar |

e Her first outing at the Games may not have been as rewarding as she would have liked but
Vidarsa is ready for the long haul.

o 3ol Well 7 3eTohT Tl e el HeTdcT: SeTehl 98T o 3Te&T Dol 76T T@T, olfehat el ofely IraT
& for AR &
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“Coming from a village where people have limited vision and ambition, | have always wanted
more.

“H TR QW AN T T €, STET Tt Y Frar iR AgearehialTt WA &, elfehet Hel g Hfw
gife el 1 sToT Wi Bl

| am not ready to give up in the face of failures,” she promised.

3 3BT o TIHA gR Hlelel & T IR 7N §," Seg i1 gaclTqden el

Vidarsa is not done yet

forereft &1 e Jreft waTee et gam @

Uthra Ganesan

YT A0

NAGOYA

ARt

Tasting success: Vidarsa, Sonam and Elavenil began India’s medal hunt.

el $1 Fare: feel, Fes 3R vemafaer = R & deeh AT T L3 |

R.V. MOORTHY
. &, 7fek

It was not a silver win but a gold loss for Elavenil Valarivan at the Aichi General Shooting
Gallery on Sunday, the 27-year-old letting a sure title chance slip away by easing up too early
in the final.

FaR =t 3mgt Serter YfEer ot 7 vamdfaer aenfias & forv Ig Toid uesh Siae ¥ 3ifes
ot gea dare ke o, Fif 27 afr e @ T ¥ aga STodr Heof I T St
T fATREd e’ g1y ¥ S fea|

The wide smile she had after the event could not hide the ‘what ifs’ running through her mind.
T & S 3ofeh A W e & TE 9 FERI Y 3oTeh HeT H Tl T IS QAT gl ot &4 ger
S foarT &t o s1ér aehr|

“Somewhere | knew | was in the top three and although | was coming back to my process and
techniques, | did get a bit relaxed.

“HZ el el gt AT o F MY et 7 § AR 77 & 3ol gfshar vd Fehefiohl IR AT AT
higd T 61 AT, 5 o 1S wgor &1 718 o)

“I really need to work on my [game in] finals.

“FG ATEAT 3 ISeTel 3 o] Wl TR FH1H FHTet T ITALISHAT ¢ |

But | think | gave my absolute best,” Elavenil said.

Skl FRT ATAAT § o Hel 37T G0 AT Yediet FohdT,” Terdarel o et

It was a candid admission by someone making her return to the Asian Games after an
eight-year break, having missed out on the previous edition.

g 39 [&ermsr i Tuse TRRITFT oY, 3 el THHIOT # HET AT of Ilet & 916 TS a9 &
ATl A TS @at A arat Y & o

Sonam Maskar, who had only one bad shot of 9.9 through her entire competition and
crashed out of medal contention, reacted similarly.

T AN & ERTeT et 9.9 3ok T Teh TS R TN & HROT Jereh Y Al & e g8 Herar
AERT o A7 SHT YR TfAThT cgerd &

“I am not disappointed but | feel it could have been a better shot.

TR o7ET €, fehet HZ S9TaT & % 98 ST SgT e & ehell 27|

| will work on it...

H 50 9T 1 FEI...

I have to focus more on the process, work more on how to do better in finals”.
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o F3 YL TTohT TR 3TV €T ST BT 3R Bigetel A 95k Te el iat & foIw 31feeh Ageld

HT grafT|”

[ approach Vaishali
whenever | have a
doubt: Savitha Shri

C.Sh
CHENNAI

Sundar

She was a wisp of a girl
when she faced Magnus
Carlsen in a simultaneous
display ahead of the Nor-
wegian’s World champion-
ship match against Viswa-
nathan Anand in the city
back in 2013.

B. Savitha Shri has come
a long way since and is cur-
rently among the top In-
dian women chess players.
A bronze medallist at the
World Rapid champion-
ship in 2022, the 19-year-
old WGM is making the
right moves at the ongoing
Olympiad in Samarkand.

She has been the star
performer, winning all four
games on the fourth board
before being rested for
Sunday’s fifth-round match
against Poland.

The Chennai player,
who trains under R.B. Ra-
mesh, said the coach had
been a great support and
helped her make giant
strides. “He (Ramesh sir)

analyses games and offers
psychological support. We
work a lot on the middle
and end-game,” Savitha
Shri had told The Hindu.

On his part, Ramesh
said, “Over the board, she
does the most practical
things without much hesi-
tation when most players
would hesitate.”

The work put in with the
acclaimed coach appears
to be paying off at the
Olympiad, and there is no
one happier than her fath-
er Krishnan Baskar.

The teenager said World
championship challenger
R. Vaishali was like an “el-
der sister” and was always
ready to help. “I approach
Vaishali akka whenever [
have any doubt. She gives
me advice and I look up to
her”

Having matched wits
with someone who would
go on to become one of the
greatest-ever, Savitha Shri
is now holding her own
against the game’s elite as
she aims for the sky.

21S9. | approach Vaishali whenever |
have a doubt: Savitha Shri

o §ft 7 FI$ WeE grar ¢, A Al F WU
aﬂ?ﬁﬁ afaar s

¢ She was a wisp of a girl when she faced
Magnus Carlsen in a simultaneous display ahead of
the Norwegian’s World championship match
against Viswanathan Anand in the city back in 2013.

o a¥2013 # 38" AR # foreg A= AT FFT
T Ige AT Teh AT % QTSN & faveys Taist
YeQTeT & ST 3ogie HIAW HTelHsT T TTHAT fohar 2,
9 g Tgd BICT AR geTel-Tcel STferr 2f| 38 faed
AT Hehrerel 7 Al o FHTelH T AHeA

freasTy 3reie I 8= 2Tl

e B. Savitha Shri has come a long way since
and is currently among the top Indian women chess
players.

o ot afar st S v ofer qE g R d
IR TIAT H a8 9Ra &1 o AT araier @enf2at
nfAer &1

e A bronze medallist at the World Rapid
championship in 2022, the 19-year-old WGM is

making the right moves at the ongoing Olympiad in
Samarkand.

o TY¥ 2022 F g YT ARNTART 7 Fieg ye=
Siidet arely 19 affar Afgen AR T T A Ta |
AT A RATE F AR Tl G 8l

e She has been the star performer, winning all

four games on the fourth board before being rested for Sunday’s fifth-round match against

Poland.

o I8 AT T Scpe Fedashdl W & 3R 91 a1 o 319 qefl TR Fhrerel ST gehr &1 58
STe, IAaR 1 drels o faver died e & Fehrael & 3o¢ faam fgam i

e The Chennai player, who trains under R.B. Ramesh, said the coach had been a great
support and helped her make giant strides.

o  Ueetd Y 5 fTAE, A 3. . WU & AT F ufretor o &, & e i 39 ufAeTs o 3¢
Igd garT fear § 3R Seamay Yafa ey F Fegraar Hr g

. “I-o|e (Ramesh sir) analyses games and offers psychological support.

o “gg (T T) Hehlacll T FARATT et & 3R HAIS ATToteh TEAT Tt i &

o Wework alot on the middle and end-game,” Savitha Shri had told The Hindu.

o EA AT Qo 3R HTAH Qe T g Ak FH FIA &, T A A & fogep sarar a7

e On his part, Ramesh said, “Over the board, she does the most practical things without much
hesitation when most players would hesitate.”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page64



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

39T 3R T IHL oF Fgl, “AdT T T9ATd W g 911 3118 Rafehdrge & T cardgiie
HeH 31T ¢, STt 3ifeier Rensr ¥ aRfTufaat & deora aa &1

The work put in with the acclaimed coach appears to be paying off at the Olympiad, and
there is no one happier than her father Krishnan Baskar.

Teifla ufreTe & 1 Y 1S 3T Agerd Niars 7 ghe el TS & W@ § 3ivsad 39
e FsoreT srE & 3170 THeT IS AL B

The teenager said World championship challenger R. Vaishali was like an “elder sister”
and was always ready to help.

50 TRy o1 et foh faea A= Ty i gatdiwdr 3R, Ferel 377k AT veh 931 61" & T &
3R FerIar & foT @89 IR @A 8l

“I approach Vaishali akka whenever | have any doubt.

ST 9 A IS T Bl §, 3 Femmelt 3t & T A |

She gives me advice and | look up to her.”

g FZ Tl &l § 3R 3¢ 37911 el AT €1”

Having matched wits with someone who would go on to become one of the greatest-ever,
Savitha Shri is now holding her own against the game’s elite as she aims for the sky.

30 TS & A gefey 3R hiRrer Sy adreTr & el Afadr A, St 3T Tefery T Aglaas
fRenf3at 7 ¥ ve a9, 319 AT & 2N Renf3at & vy 319+ a7ar Rigy #HT @ 8 3R
FaTSal Y T FT AGT o T TG W ¢
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